Suckley ‘Neighbourhood Development Plan’ – Open Meeting
On: Monday 16th January ‘12
Time: 7.30 – 9.00

Place: Suckley Village Hall
What is this all about?

For those of you who didn’t have the opportunity of reading the last Newsletter a brief resume of what this is all about.
The Localism Bill, which is expecting to become law sometime during 2012, will in different ways be giving a greater voice and influence of local people at parish level over local matters. In summary these are the key points for us to take note of in Suckley at this stage:
· Neighbourhood Planning – what is it?  Instead of local people being told what to do the Government thinks local communities should have genuine opportunities to influence the future of the places where they live. The Bill will introduce a new right for communities to draw up a ‘Neighbourhood Development Plan’ 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan – what can it achieve? It will allow communities to come together through a local parish council or neighbourhood forum and say where they think  things like new houses, businesses/shops and services should go – and what they should look like
· Neighbourhood Development Plan – what might it look like? It could be very simple, or go into considerable detail where people want. Neighbourhoods draw up their plans in a way which identifies their own needs and look to address these. 
· Neighbourhood Development Plan – how will the Government help? The Government will fund sources of help and advice for communities. This will help people take advantage of the opportunity to exercise influence over decisions that make a big difference to their lives. 

In summary the Localism Bill says:
‘We want to pass significant new rights direct to communities and individuals, making it easier for them to get things done and achieve their ambitions for the place where they live.’ 

What Next?

To help us all understand the new legislation and its intentions and how we can best use it for the benefit of Suckley residents an Open Meeting has been called for:
Date: Monday 16th January ‘12

Time: 7.30 – 9.00

Place: Suckley Village Hall
What can you do as a Suckley resident?

· Attend the Parish Open Meeting on Monday 16th January to hear more about the Neighbourhood Development Plan

· Think about what knowledge/skills/experience you can contribute to the development of the Plan

· Respond to a Suckley Community Questionnaire when published
· Talk with your Parish Councillor/s about your views on priorities for the community

Mark Molloy (Team Leader - Neighbourhood Development Plan) 

