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Government's requirements for smaller councils

Details required by the Government.




The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

The Act sets out a new audit framework for local public authorities which are currently covered by the Audit
Commission regime. Under this new framework, smaller authorities with an annual turnover not exceeding £25,000,
including parish councils, will be exempt from routine external audit. Instead, these parish councils will be subject to
the new transparency requirements laid out in the Code.

This Code will act as an audit substitute, enabling local electors to access the information they need about the
authority’s accounts and governance in order to hold the authority to account. It is issued to meet the government’s
desire to place more power into citizens’ hands to increase democratic accountability.

Public data that parish councils should publish
All items of expenditure Annual publication no later than 1 July.

Publish details of each individual item of expenditure.
Copies of cash books, vouchers and receipts, etc. do not need to be published but should remain available for
inspection.

End of year accounts Annual publication no later than 1 July.

Publish signed statement of accounts according to the format included in the Annual Return audit form. It should be
accompanied by:

a) a copy of the bank reconciliation for the relevant financial year,

b) an explanation of any significant variances (e.g. more than 10-15 percent) in the statement of accounts for the
relevant year and previous year; and

¢) an explanation of any differences between ‘balances carried forward’ and ‘total cash and short term investments’, if
applicable.

Annual governance statement Annual publication no later than 1 July.

Publish signed annual governance statement according to the format included in the Annual Return audit form.
Explain any negative responses to governance statements, including how any weaknesses will be addressed.

Internal audit report Annual publication no later than 1 July.

Publish internal audit report according to the format included in the Annual Return audit form. It should be signed by
the person who carried out the internal audit.

Explain any negative response to the internal controls objectives, including how any weaknesses will be addressed.
Explain any ‘not covered’ responses to internal controls objectives.

Publish any additional internal audit report, where available.

Location of public land and building assets Annual publication no later than 1 July.

Publish details of all public land and building assets — either in the authority’s full asset and liabilities register or as an
edited version. Information should include:

a) description (what it is, including size/acreage);

b) location (address or description of location);

c) owner / custodian, e.g. the authority manages the land or asset on behalf of a local charity,

This council meets all these obligations.

Clerk to the Council 1/6/2017

The Council's Notices, Agenda and Minutes of Meetings: Are posted on the council's three notice boards
at The Flying Horse Shop, Opposite the Talbot Hotel, and Doddenham Junction, in addition to web-pages -
http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/myparish/ - click on Knightwick




