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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th January 2020 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Jayne Morgan-Wright
James Moclair





Marcus Taylor

Anthony Ward

Ian Graham






Kathleen Henderson


In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Aaron Powell, District Councillor



Alastair Adams, County Councillor  

19/192
Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllrs Jervis,
19/193
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register


None
19/194
To receive presentation from Mr Allison & Mr Gabriel, Wychavon District Council regarding proposals to develop land off Laurels Avenue

Messrs Allison and Gabriel explained proposals and reason behind the increase in numbers to 25 homes for the Wychavon owned site off Laurels Avenue.  It was stated that there are currently a low number of private rental properties in the area and many of those were of poor quality.  They advised that 15 properties would be private rental offering longer term tenancies and 10 would be affordable split between social rent and shared ownership.  All properties would be managed by Rooftop Housing but WDC would retain ownership of the private rental properties emphasising that these properties would not be offered for sale in the future.  Discussions arose regarding access issues where it was stated that full planning permission would be sought in the usual way, it was added that the presented plans could be altered and the ransom strip to the side of the proposed development was currently licensed but could be incorporated if necessary. It was explained that this was the first time that WDC had entered into such a scheme. 

Various concerns were raised including access, construction and ethics regarding the council’s role within the planning process.


The Chairman thanked the gentlemen for attending.

19/195
To receive presentation from PC Jamie Lee on local crime updates.

PC Lee advised that the reason for attending tonight was generally the misconception on social media that crime had dramatically increased in the village.  He advised that he had examined figures from the last 6 months and found that there were a total of 9 recorded crimes; he gave details of the type of crime that had taken place and stated that figures could be viewed online on the West Mercia website.  He stated that officers would be taking part in drive through patrols at night and more in depth observations were planned.  He added that there was a significant increase in officers recently but in reality it was not viable to have one officer permanently situated in the village.  He encouraged the NHW scheme and added that the Police Commissioner was looking into a scheme called “Streetwatch” but this was being trialled in other areas.


The Chairman thanked PC Lee for attending. 
19/196
Open Forum

Appended to the minutes.

Cllr Ward left the meeting.

19/197
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd December 2019 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
38.

19/198
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· The clerk requested that the new bank mandate was attended to before the meeting continued.
19/199
Clerk’s Report:
Footpath Warden Vacancy

· Roy Betts has taken on the role of Footpath Warden, he has advised that he is happy for his email address to be circulated in the Parish Magazine and is hoping to attend the next PC meeting.

Dog Fouling

· The clerk has received a report about dog fouling in Three Cocks Lane and the recreation ground.  Worcestershire Regulatory Services contact details were supplied.

CPCPP

· The next meeting is on the 9th January, Cllr Graham has kindly offered to attend on behalf of the PC.

Training for CIL & S106

· Cllrs Knight, Evans, Graham, Moclair, Taylor, Henderson & Morgan-Wright have confirmed that they can attend the training at Offenham Village Hall which is being organised by Worcs CALC.  Further details will follow later this week.
Code of Conduct amendments


· WDC has supplied a proposed new Code of Conduct for consideration; the clerk has forwarded this to Worcs CALC for assessment by NALC before being considered for adoption.
Offenham Wake Committee

· An email has been received to thank the PC for the donation towards the cost of event insurance.

Wychavon Sport  (Parish Games)

· The AGM is being held on 27th January at the Civic Centre in Pershore at 7.30pm.

Commemorative Seat

· Due to the Christmas break no response has yet been received on how the seat is to be securely fixed, hopefully information should be available for the February meeting.
Fencing on the boundary of the Cricket Ground on Three Cocks Lane

· At the meeting on the 4th November it was decided to defer decision making regarding replacement of fencing to the February meeting.  Consideration should be given to what is required before the next meeting.

19/200
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting.
19/201
To consider costs for grass cutting and ground care contract for 2020/21

Maurice Parkinson supplied details of increases to charges being:


Mowing of the Recreation Ground – increased by £10 to £120


Mowing of the Wharf – increase of £2 to £37


Mowing of the Village Garden – increase of £2 to £49


Mowing and tending to footpaths – increase of £10 to £120


No change to the cost for playground checks, Lengthsman rates and VAS movement and battery changes


It was agreed to approve these increases. Proposed LK Seconded RE
19/202
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.

Details for the Footpath Warden and the ongoing problems with dog fouling are to be advised to the editor of the Parish Magazine.  Cllr Moclair will be contacting the editor separately regarding NHW.

39.

19/203
To consider options for the track around the recreation ground and feedback already received.

It was decided that due to the time of year works could not commence until the weather improves so it was agreed that the supplier of the most competitive quote which proved to be Hensons should be asked to confirm their price again in March for consideration at the April meeting. 

19/204
To consider formal acceptance for Iain Selkirk to act as Internal Auditor.

Iain Selkirk had emailed to advise that his fees would remain unchanged this year.  It agreed to engage Iain Selkirk again this year as the Internal Auditor.  Proposed LK Seconded RE
19/205
To consider quotation for service of the Village Clock.

Defer to next meeting, no quotation received.
19/206
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 -  None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  The pre Christmas Lunch organised by the Tuesday Morning Coffee Club was well attended by the seniors in the village and funded through the Coffee Club.


Neighbourhood Watch
 -  Cllr Moclair advised that new members of the NHW scheme are not generally supplied with window stickers but he felt that the scheme requires advertising to achieve higher membership and requested that the PC invest in window stickers and additional signage for display around the village.


He stated that prices for the window stickers were £36.99 and 12 signs were £115.11.  It was agreed that the PC should cover this cost.  Proposed LK Seconded RE  Cllr Moclair agreed to pay for the signs and be reimbursed for the cost.

VHC –  Cllr Moclair advised that the next event to be held at the village hall is a film night – Downton Abbey on the 17th January and a free entry Race Night on the 1st February.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – none
19/207
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       23845.90

as at  20.12.2019

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53661.67

as at  20.12.2019

FTD – 3 months 
£
10000.00



Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	95
	001639
	E-ON
	111.67
	5.58
	117.25

	96
	001640
	Offenham PCC
	400.00
	
	400.00

	97
	001641
	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	2831.00
	566.20
	3397.20

	98
	001642
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	98.00
	19.60
	

	99
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	160.00
	32.00
	309.60

	100
	001643
	Offenham Village Hall
	20.00
	
	20.00

	101
	001644
	Diane Cox – Admin
	33.00
	
	

	102
	
	
- Mileage

	22.50
	
	

	102
	
	
- Salary 
	525.88
	
	581.38

	
	
	
	4202.05
	623.38
	4825.43


19/208
To consider reinvestment of £10k on Fixed Term Deposit.

It was agreed that £10k should be reinvested. Proposed LK Seconded RE

12/209
To review quarterly budget and accounts to date.

Details had been emailed to all councillors before the meeting.  It was agreed to approve both the budget and accounts. Proposed LK Seconded RE

40.
19/210
To consider precept requirement for 2020-2021

It had been indicated at previous meetings that no increase to the precept was preferred; several examples were supplied to councillors for consideration.  Example 3 was approved with no increase again this year; a small increase in revenue would be due purely because of the higher number of properties in the village.


Proposed RE Seconded LK  


It is acknowledged that WDC have to approve the Council Tax base this week to confirm the PC decision.
.
19/211
To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

19/02729/CU Sidings Nurseries, Offenham Rd, Evesham


Change of use of land for the stationing of 20 holiday caravans and the removal of the existing packing sheds-variation of condition 3 to reference 18/00548/CU

OPC comment: Objection due to:
· Increased traffic on already busy road.

· Overdevelopment of site

· It was considered had the applicant applied for 41 caravans on one occasion they would not have been successful in their first application.
Decisions:

W/19/02129/HP  Old School House, Boat Lane, Offenham

Creation of 2 storey side extension to replace garage and create new garage. - Approved

 W/19/02559/AGR  Court Farm, Court Lane, Offenham

Hay/Straw Barn - Approved

19/212
To advise items for consideration at next meeting

None

19/213
To consider date & time of next meeting - at 7.30 pm on Monday 2nd March 2020

Meeting closed at 9.35pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
Aaron Powell, District Councillor’s report:

· SWDP

· Planning application for Laurels Avenue to take place shortly
· Currently 3 planning enforcement sites within Offenham parish
· CALA Homes had approached regarding site in Boat Lane not in SWDP consultation

· New Director of Planning Services – Holly Jones

Alastair Adams, County Councillor 

· Emailed report to follow.
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