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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council virtual meeting held by zoom on Monday 6th July 2020 
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Marcus Taylor

Tony Ward

Ian Graham





Anthony Ward

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair





Jayne Morgan-Wright

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Aaron Powell, District Councillor

20/018
Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllrs Evans & Jervis.  
20/019
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register


None
20/020
Open Forum

No requests from residents to attend the zoom meeting.
20/021
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 4th May 2020 were accepted as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman in due course. (April meeting unable to take place due to Covid 19 restrictions.)
20/022
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· The clerk has received a request to relocate a bench in the recreation ground due to anti social; behaviour.

Various discussions took place including concerns regarding recent activities in the recreation ground 
which was felt to be caused by visitors to the village rather than younger residents. It was 
mentioned that as the benches had been in place for some considerable time without issue and the fact 
that the bench was situated on a purpose built concrete slab the bench should not be moved at this 
time.  It was stated that any incidents of anti social behaviour must be reported to the police so that they 
have a realistic view of events in the village.
20/023
Clerk’s Report:

Recreation Ground

· Cllrs Graham and Moclair have secured the swings and displayed notices regarding the closure of the play area after previous notices and hazard tape has been removed.


Residents have been reminded of the play area closure on Spotted Offenham and an entry in the 
parish 
magazine.  Cllr Moclair has reported today that the closure signs and the ties installed to prevent use of 
the swings have all been removed by persons unknown who are 
completely disregarding central 
government advice on social distancing and temporary closure instructions for children’s play areas 
nationally.
· A complaint has been received regarding the use of one of the picnic benches to the rear of Norval Crescent, it would appear that noisy gatherings of people have taken place causing disturbance to residents. The clerk advised the complainant to contact the police if further disturbances take place in the early hours of the morning as this could well be deemed to be anti social behaviour. Further complaints have now been received about the gathering of cars with lights on in the village hall car park in the early hours resulting in anti social behaviour in the recreation ground.  The Chairman of the VH committee has been notified.
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· A complaint has been received about an overgrown area in the corner of the recreation ground which has been used as a dumping area for dog waste bags even though the bin is situated within yards.  MP has been requested to cut it back to try to prevent further issues.

· Complaints about discarded gas canisters left in the recreation ground have been received.  MP has been requested to clear these before mowing.  He stated that this is a real issue for all of the parishes, not just Offenham.

· A further request has been made to relocate the bench from the rear of Norval Crescent to an alternative location due to noise issues.

· A positive statement has been received - a resident of Three Cocks Lane stated that she was sorry that the biker’s event could not take place again this year because the visitors caused no disturbance and left the recreation ground timely and in good order whilst supporting local businesses.

Dog waste posters

· These will be produced and be distributed shortly.

Meal delivery service for elderly and disabled residents

· The report from the Meal service organiser this month is that they have been fortunate to have had other donations within the last month so will not need to ask the PC for assistance.  She will update the PC on the situation at the end of June ready for the meeting on the 6th July.

Three Cocks Lane

· Due to the recent dry weather spell Cllrs Evans and Taylor have been watering the trees and wild flower seeded area.

· There has been positive feedback regarding the new seat on social media.

· Offenham Cricket Club has advised that practice is resuming whilst adhering to social distancing guidelines.

West Mercia Police 

· Notification has been received that with the increase in traffic the police resume speed monitoring.
Dog waste bin – Gibbs Lane area

· Confirmation has been received that the dog waste bin can be repaired by WDC without any cost to the PC; unfortunately we do not have any timescale for the repair.
Bank interest rates

· Notification has been received that credit interest rates have reduced to 0.1% on the deposit account.  It is still proving difficult to contact the bank to arrange a FTD.
20/024
To receive correspondence

Circulated by email.  
20/025
To receive report from Cllr Graham regarding the defibrillator cabinet and subsequent action required.

Cllr Graham was not present at this meeting but had forwarded an email for feedback. Appended to the minutes.
20/026
To consider actions required in preparation for this year’s competitions for Best Garden, Hanging Basket/Containers and Good Villager.  

Various discussions took place regarding the garden competition; previous judging had taken place in pairs which is not an option this year.  It was agreed to ask a previous judge to establish if she would be prepared to judge again this year.  Both competitions should be advertised in the Parish Magazine with the request for nominations for the Good Villager award.  
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20/027
To consider fencing option for the recreation ground

In view of recent events consideration was given to fencing options.  The clerk advised that she thought that the previous wooden fencing had lasted for about 18 years so perhaps that might be the best cost effective way forward.  Cllr Taylor advised that he would contact Hartwells for a cost of pre constructed picket type fencing.  It was stated that a minimum of 2 gates would be required but due to the size of the proposed enclosure it may be better to install 3 gates.
20/028
To consider report from the voluntary Offenham Meals service and subsequent action required.

The clerk reported that she had received an update from the organiser who stated that they had been fortunate to have received other donations within the last month so would not need to call on the PC in June.  She was advised the date of the next meeting with the suggestion that she contacts the clerk by the end of this month
20/029
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Following government guidelines - The Children’s Play Area remains closed. The PC is disappointed that their efforts to secure the swings and display closure notices have been repeatedly removed.
· Nominations for Good Villager
20/030
To consider appropriate location for the “conker tree” grown by local resident due for planting in the autumn.

It was decided to defer the decision after inspection of locations.
20/031
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 -  None received

Report updates on Rural Communities –  A report was received that the BT phone box was in a poor condition.

Neighbourhood Watch
 -  Cllr Moclair left the meeting early to attend the West Mercia NHW AGM.

VHC –  The VHC are arranging to close the car park with security fencing.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) –  monthly updates from the volunteer meal delivery service being received.

PACT – no face to face meetings taking place.
20/032
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       38588.78

as at  20.05.2020

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53672.99

as at  20.05.2020

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	16
	001679
	E-ON
	111.67
	5.58
	117.25

	17
	001680
	Iain Selkirk
	125.00
	
	125.00

	18
	001681
	HMRC
	394.20
	
	394.20

	19
	001682
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	150.00
	30.00
	952.80

	20
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	644.00
	128.80
	

	21
	001683
	Diane Cox – Admin
	48.80
	
	634.08

	22
	
	
- Mileage

	59.40
	
	

	22
	
	
- Salary 
	525.88
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2058.95
	164.38
	2223.33



The clerk advised that the half year precept has been received and a CIL payment of £1532.40.  It was considered that the CIL payment could be paid towards the fencing in the play area.  Unpresented cheques since last month total £3860.
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20/032
To receive report from Internal Auditor, Iain Selkirk.

The report had been emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting and was approved by all present.  

20/033
To approve the Annual Governance Statement

A copy of the annual governance statement was emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting and was approved by all members present.  Proposed LK Seconded KH.

20/034
To approve Accounting Statements for 2019/20  

A copy of the Accounting Statement was emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting and was approved by all members present.  Proposed LK Seconded AW.
20/035
To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

20/00658/LB & 20/00661/HP  - The Old Manor, Court Lane, Offenham.

Conversion and refurbishment of cartilage listed building into a family annexe  
OPC comment:  No objection
Decisions:  None
20/036
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
· To consider action, if any relating to this year’s competitions.
· To consider location for the donated “Conker” tree

20/037
To consider date & time of next, meeting - at 7.30 pm on Monday 6th July 2020.

Meeting closed at 8:51pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
No residents present

Report from Aaron Powell, County Councillor.
· Update on current covid 19 cases in Wychavon – 250 confirmed cases, 93 deaths of which 44 were in care homes

· Financial assistance to businesses, large take up but not all have made contact to claim.0New discretionary payment available to those who were not covered in the last phase,

· Putting together list for Offenham – clerk suggested supplying the list to the PC who may be able to assist.

· Currently more rough sleepers in the district

· Discretionary payments to B7B’s to help combat rough sleeping

· Discretionary payment made to the voluntary Offenham meals service from Cllr’s discretionary fund.

· Council meetings all online

· Business support grants available to village halls
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