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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at The Royal British Legion Club on Monday 5th June 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Ian Graham, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair

Richard Evans





Sheila Briers

Matthew Rea

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)

23/047
Apologies 

Cllrs Farmer, Taylor and District Councillor Aaron Powell
23/048
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
23/049
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes 

23/050
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 5th May 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

23/051 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· Concerns were raised about the failure to reinstate white lines near Cedar Lodge since the resurfacing of the highway.

The county councillor is to be made aware and request action.
23/052  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Training

· CALC are offering training for new councillors and those wishing to refresh skills. Refer to the clerk for details.  Training sessions are currently held by zoom. 

Bikers Weekend

· The biker’s weekend is scheduled for Friday 16th June to Sunday 18th June in the recreation ground.  

Fixed Term Deposit

· £10k has been invested for 3 months.

Insurance claim for street light in Blackminster

· The return of excess of £125 has been received on the 12th May.

Energy for street lights 

· Npower have returned £418.92, the account with them is now closed.  

· Yu energy, our new supplier have supplied billing for the last 2 months so a comparison in costs can now be made.  It shows that savings of over £35 per month are received.

Cedar Lodge Care Home Fete

· Cedar Lodge are holding their fete at the village hall on the 15th July between 1-4pm.  They have been granted permission to use the recreation ground for activities.  They have been advised that the PC has agreed to this but that they must ensure that they have adequate insurance cover.
Speed signage

· A quotation for a flashing speed sign has been received from Westcotec who were a preferred supplied for WCC highways.  The county councillor has been contacted to ask for details of the officer who would make a decision on if and where a sign could be erected.  More information should be available for the next meeting.
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Road closure

· Three Cocks Lane from it’s junction with Newtown for a distance of 407 metres.  Period of closure expected to be 5 days.
Councillor resignation

· Cllr Mark Allard has resigned.  Wychavon DC has been notified and issued a notice which has been displayed.  If an election is not called then the PC will be notified that co-option can take place.

Fly tipping

· Fly tipping to the rear of Crabtree Leys has been reported to Rooftop Housing.  They are arranging to have it removed shortly.

23/053
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting.

23/054
To receive update from Cllr Henderson on the hedgerow project.

Cllr Henderson advised that a meeting was arranged for Wednesday for advice on planting and the possibility of supply of plants.  Current thinking is that 750 plants will be required to plant either double or zig zag.  She also added that a couple of the trees planted last year were looking unhealthy, the handkerchief tree in Three Cocks Lane and the tree in the corner of the cricket field.  Clerk to email Gordon Smith from the CC.  Additionally a tree planted in the private paddock is also not looking good.
23/055
To consider request from the Wake committee for a donation towards the cost of insurance for Wake Events

It was agreed to continue to support the Wake committee again this year wit the cost of insurance this year being £676.29.  Proposed RE Seconded JM.

23/056
To consider actions required for PC attendance on Wake Day.

Cllr Rea advised that he would be able to supply a gazebo and Cllr Graham would supply camping chairs for the event.  The clerk advised that she had requested the stall table to be located in the same place as last year.  Stall cover times: 


1.30  -  2.30
Cllrs Moclair and Rea 


2.30  -  3.30
Cllrs Henderson & Briers


3.30  -  4.30
Cllrs Graham and Taylor

23/057
To consider undertaking the annual check of the War Memorial.

Cllr Henderson advised she would check the condition of the war memorial.

23/058
 To consider actions, if any, regarding the possibility of installing a MUGA in the recreation ground.

The clerk advised that Cllr Farmer had taken photographs of the MUGA that he and the clerk visited and also filmed noise levels whilst the MUGA was in use.  


It was decided to defer this item to the next meeting as Cllr Farmer was unavailable this evening.

23/059
To consider feedback from the PCC regarding the church clock.

In the absence of Cllr Farmer, this item is to be deferred.

23/060
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Vacancy for councillor

· Failure to pick up dog waste from the verges in Three Cocks Lane

23/061
Member & committee reports:

  
Report from Footpath Warden – None.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair raised the subject of the extension to the village hall and the location of the boundary.  The clerk advised that this will be placed on the agenda of the next meeting.  

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None
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23/062
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£37580.76

as at  20.5..2023

Deposit account 7277881
£53854.22

as at  20.5.2023

(Cheques not yet presented totalling £3621.61)

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	20
	001988
	HMRC
	374.40
	
	374.40

	21
	001989
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	22
	001990
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	98.00
	19.60
	1082.40

	23
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	804.00
	160.80
	

	24
	001991
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	690.56

	25
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	25
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	
	
	Total
	1996.96
	180.40
	2177.36


23/063 To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  

W/23/00825/HP Yew Tree Cottage, Church Street, Offenham

Single storey rear extension.

OPC comment:  Concerns were raised regarding the timber structure. This is probably the oldest part of the building dating from Tudor times, as stated in their ”Statement of heritage significance”, and therefore should be preserved.  Additionally the associated application (23/00869/NMA) to change the layout, particularly the boundary between this and Yew Tree Cottage. In that application, it identifies that the front stone wall is to be restored with a new yew hedge behind it, the PC considers that this is important.  Certain excavation works have already taken place, confirmation should be sought that this is for archaeological purposes.
W/23/00911/CU  23 Newtown, Offenham

Retrospective full planning application for change of use from residential amenity garden to a secure dog exercise field with associated parking area, fencing and fixed exercise equipment.

OPC comment:  No objection
Decisions:

W/23/00059/PIP  Sparrows Cottage, Laurels Road, Offenham

Permission in principle for proposed construction of 3 self build dwellings & associated works – Refused.

23/064
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Church clock

· MUGA

· Hedgerows

· Feedback from Wake

· Village Hall extension
23/065
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 3rd July 2023 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

One member of the public was present.
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Chairman’s initials………………


