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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 4th September 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair

Ian Graham





Marcus Taylor

Samantha Muxworthy



In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Aaron Powell, District Councillor
23/128
Apologies 

Councillors Briers & Rea

The Chairman went on to welcome the new councillor Sam Muxworthy to the meeting.

23/129
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
23/130
To award prize for Good Villager competition  


The Chairman presented this year’s Good Villager award to Samantha Birch.
23/131
To award prizes for the Best Garden and the Hanging Basket and container competition.

The Chairman awarded prizes to residents of the following addresses:

Gardens





Planted Basket & Containers


1st Prize    2 Three Cocks Cottages


1st Prize   Clostina, Main Street


2nd Prize   3 Three Cocks Cottages


2nd Prize   5 New Road

3rd Prize    2 Three Cocks Lane



3rd Prize    22 Ferry Lane
23/132
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes 

23/133
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 4th September 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
23/134 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None

23/135  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Vehicle activated signage
· The posts are still to be installed but a decision on VAS specifications can be considered at the next meeting.

MUGA
· The planning application has now been submitted but WDC are not accepting the location plans which were submitted even though they are identical to those submitted for the Cricket nets on a previous occasion.  Additionally they have asked for differing scale drawings from ES Play.  

Police
· The Police drop in session took place on the 30th September and proved to be well attended.
Community Speedwatch
· Following on from the report last month regarding the delay of progress of this project which was due to WM Police vetting, the clerk has emailed the office of the Police and Crime commissioner to ask for his assistance but stating that the PC has no issues with the local policing team.
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Caravan
· The caravan which has been parked off Ferry Lane has now been removed.

Village Hall Car Park suspicious activity
· A report was received from a resident that suspicious activity relating to 2 cars on the 27th September.  Details have been reported to the local policing team.

SWDP
· The South Worcestershire Development Plan has been submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination.  It is expected that the plan should be available for adoption in late 2024.  Documents are available to view at the council’s offices in Pershore.

Road closure

· Notice of closure of Laurels Road from the junction with U45256 Laurels Avenue to its junction with Cedar Walk for a maximum period of 5 days commencing 2nd October.  The reason being, flood alleviation work and footpath reconstruction.

23/136
To receive correspondence. 
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting.
23/137
To consider applications for councillor vacancy.  


No further applications have been received.
23/138
To consider purchase of Wreath for remembrance service and Parish Council representative attending the service.  

All councillors approved the expenditure for the Remembrance Service wreath.  Proposed MF Seconded JM.  The Chairman and Cllr Henderson will attend on behalf of the Parish Council.
23/139
To receive updates on the hedgerow project.  


Cllr Henderson advised that she and Cllr Briers met with Vito Palade from Vale Fresco to discuss the prospect of planting hedges in Laurels Road, she reported that the meeting went well, Mr Palade was in agreement that hedges could be planted bordering his land, this would fall within next year’s project.

She confirmed that Hedge 1 would not be going ahead because the landowners did not wish to commit for various reasons but the other 2 sites would still be going ahead this year subject to funding.  Planting is scheduled take place on the land bordering Enza-Zaden in December, Cllr Henderson reminded other councillors of the need for extra assistance on the day.  The clerk advised that a gentleman had emailed to offer assistance. A letter will be drafted for Mr Emms to sign to confirm his approval, this is necessary to secure a grant from We Love Trees.
23/140
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Henderson had received no further information. Cllr Rea was not present.
23/141
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

No additional information following on from the Clerk’s Report.
23/142
To consider request from Offenham Cricket Club for a donation towards the renewal of the artificial wicket.

The Chairman of the Cricket Club had sent in his apologies and arranged for two members to be present for Open Forum to give a progress update for the club.  Quotations had been received for the replacement artificial turf which had been forwarded to the PC together with their financial statement.  Members agreed to donate £1500 towards the cost which was in excess of £5000.  Proposed MF Seconded IG.

23/143
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Vacancy for councillor

· MUGA update
· New councillor details
· Request for volunteers for hedge planting on 2nd December.
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23/144
Member & committee reports:

  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  McMillan Coffee morning held at the Village Hall raised £100.

VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that the Youth Club has re-opened after 3 years with great success, 25 children attended.

Updated plans for the changing room extension have been completed and Offenham Rovers have committed to a couple of dates to hire the hall.  Discussions were ongoing with the RBL regarding the car park with the RBL being reluctant to make a contribution for the use of the car park.


Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

23/145
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£13627.33

as at  20.9.2023

Deposit account 7277881
£54105.44

as at  20.9.2023

Fixed Term Deposit (3 months)
        £10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	54
	002014
	Wychavon District Council
	91.87
	18.37
	110.24

	55
	002015
	Wychavon District Council
	117.00
	
	117.00

	56
	002016
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	57
	002017
	Diane Cox ( for competition  prizes)
	155.90
	
	155.90

	58
	002018
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	198.00
	39.60
	872.40

	59
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	529.00
	105.80
	

	60
	002019
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	709.46

	61
	
	
- Mileage

	40.50
	
	

	61
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	62
	002020
	Samantha Birch
	50.00
	
	50.00

	
	
	Total
	1881.23
	163.77
	2045.00


23/146
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review

The accounts and budget review had been emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting.  It was agreed to approve both documents. Proposed JM Seconded MF

23/147
To consider projects for 2023/24 and budget requirements for setting precept for 2023/2024

Various discussions took place with suggested projects being further hedgerow planting and the provision for maintenance totalling £2k, Adult exercise equipment £5k and an additional £5k for paving to link the MUGA to the established track. 
23/148 To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  

W/23/01909/FUL  Land at Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Erection of commercial polytunnels (part retrospective)
OPC comment – No objection
Decisions:
W/23/01212/HP  Gravel House, Church Street, Offenham


Change of use of stone outbuilding to ancillary accommodation with associated internal works and replacement doors to timber outbuilding. – Approved

23/149
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Councillor vacancy
· MUGA update

· Presentation of competition awards
· Community speedwatch
23/150
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 6th November 2023 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.35pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Two members of the public present raised their concerns about the CALA Homes consultation and their proposal to build homes in Boat Lane.
Offenham Cricket Club 

2 members represented the club; they gave an update on the current year stating that they had been undefeated this year. They have 35 junior members as well as visitors and 20 senior members.  They went on to explain that the reason for their request for a donation was that after 20 years the artificial turf wicket had finally ripped and needed to be replaced, they had applied for grants and undertaken fund raising events, with another Quiz event planned.  They currently had £3.5k towards the cost; they expected to add close to £1k from the event and had received an offer of a loan which had to be repaid. The cost was expected to be £6.5k but this was dependant on the option quoted and on the condition of the surface when the old turf was lifted.
Report from District Councillor Aaron Powell.
· SWDP has been submitted, estimated date for completion late 2024

· CALA Homes consultation, no planning application submitted to date. Various discussions took place.

· Laurels Avenue development moving forward with the design changes and housing numbers reduced to 23.

· Full council meeting to be held on 15th November.
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