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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday, 3rd February 2014 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Eric Canning - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Larraine Knight

Richard Evans

Michael Driver





Jill Moran

Anthony Ward

David Kewley

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
13/208
Apologies


Councillor Alan Cresswell- work, District Councillor Keith Wright and County Councillor Alistair Adams.
13/209
The Chairman opened the meeting by advising that Junay England had resigned as a Parish Councillor.  He requested that a letter should be sent to Junay to thank her for her many years service to OPC.  He went on to ask councillors if they would like to join him in contributing towards the cost of flowers. All councillors present stated they wished to make a contribution.  

13/210
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
13/211
Open Forum

See notes appended to minutes

13/212
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 6th January 2014 were accepted as a true record. 
13/213
To be advised of any urgent matters (at the Chairman’s discretion)

To consider options for addressing the issue of street light 25 in Main Street.

A resident had complained about light from the street light shining into her home.  E-on suggested 3 options.

1. Place a guard on the current lamp. Cost £218 plus vat.

2. Remove existing lamp and replace with a flat glass lantern which directs light to the ground. Cost £387 plus vat.

3. Replace with energy efficient LED lantern with a significantly longer lifespan. Cost £427 plus vat.

Discussions took place stating that this particular light was scheduled to be replaced in this year, it was therefore decided to accept option 3 and replace the lamp with an energy efficient lantern.  Proposed RE Seconded AW, all agreed.

13/214
Clerk’s Report:
Street Lights

E-on have confirmed that they should be in a position to attend to all street light replacement issues with over head power supply by the middle of the year.  They have already rolled out this service in other areas but the exact date for Worcestershire has not yet been agreed. 

Church Clock

Mr Armitage has advised that due to health problems he is running behind schedule with servicing.  He expects to be in the village in the spring.
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Offenham Rovers Football Club

Ben Cresswell, on behalf of Offenham Rovers has advised that they will install covers over the holes left in the recreation ground on removal of the goal posts immediately after every game to comply with health and safety requirements.

Temporary Road Closure

C2047 Station Road from the junction of B4510 (Evesham Rd) 260 metres in order to facilitate new water connection works.

Max duration 18 months, anticipated duration 3 days, commencing 3rd March 2014.

Village Hall Committee

The VHC are running a coffee morning on the 1st March between 10 and 12 o’clock.  Lesley Hope has asked if there is any information that could be obtained from residents to assist with the parish plan.

Dedicated speaking slot for parish councils at WDC planning meetings

The clerk confirmed that a request had been made to David Hammond, WDC that the PC designated slot for speaking at planning meetings should be retained permanently.
13/215
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting

13/216
To consider applying chippings to PROW.

In addition to the ongoing debate about applying chippings to the PROW 504, Cllr Moran advised that Fiona Argyle from WCC walked the paths with her and objected to the application of further chippings stating that the responsibility for PROW fell with the County Council.  Cllr Driver felt that for the benefit of the community OPC should go ahead with the works.  The Chairman whilst agreeing in principle regretfully deferred any decision.

Cllr Evans advised that Vale Fresco would be using the land for the next year and could not confirm that they would make good any damage to the surface.
13/217
To approve the continuation of service from Playsafety Ltd for the RoSPA report on the recreation ground and children’s play area.

The clerk advised that Playsafety Ltd would be in Worcestershire during March offering discounted rates for safety checks if taken up at that time.  It was agreed to accept the offer recognising that OPC has a responsibility for annual checks.  Prop  AW Seconded  LK, all in favour.

13/218
To consider request for a donation from The Volunteer Centre, Evesham.

It was recognised that residents of Offenham use the facilities offered by the Volunteer Centre and therefore agreed to make a donation.  Cllr Ward proposed £250, seconded RE, all in favour.

13/219
To consider offer for Free Health Checks.

It was agreed that this was a beneficial service and that arrangements should be made with RBL to accommodate the sessions if possible.  Clerk to liaise with health check provider and RBL availability. It was reported that the RBL club was offering free usage of the venue but the Chairman suggested that OPC pay at the same rate charged by the VHC to assist them. Proposed DK seconded RE, all in favour.
13/220
Member & committee reports:

Footpath Warden – Report read by Cllr Moran, appended to minutes. 

In addition, Cllr Moran advised that she had attended the “Super broadband” presentation in Worcester which resulted in confusing feedback but eventually it was stated that from box 10 most residents would be able to access super fast broadband in 5-6 weeks subject to fees payable.


Neighbourhood Watch
 - No report

Parish Plan – It was decided to try and arrange a meeting for either the 18th or 19th February in the village hall.  Clerk to contact those who have offered help.
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VHC – No report
Disaster Emergency Plan –No change, therefore no update.
13/221
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc.
Current account 0649818
£       3739.09


as at  20.01.14

Deposit account 7277881
£  
 31239.43


as at  20.01.14 

FTD
3 month
£     10000.00

FTD
6 week

£     10000.00


Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	88
	001081
	E-on UK
*
	87.50
	17.50
	105.00

	89
	001082
	N Power Ltd
*
	341.89
	17.09
	

	90
	
	N Power Ltd
*
	9.61
	1.92
	370.51

	91
	001083
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	269.00
	
	

	92
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	604.00
	
	873.00

	93
	
	Diane Cox – Admin
	53.48
	6.46
	

	94
	001084
	
- Mileage
	31.60
	
	

	94
	
	
- Salary
	485.12
	
	576.66

	
	
	Sub total
	1882.20
	42.97
	1925.17

	95
	001085
	Offenham Village Hall
	40.50
	
	40.50

	
	
	Total
	1922.70
	
	1965.67

	
	
	
	
	
	


n.b  Items marked with asterisk * were signed prior to this meeting to comply with invoice requirements by Cllrs England & Knight
13/222
To consider the production of a project list for possible funding.

Various discussions took place, it was stated that during the training session, a councillor from a neighbouring parish advised that when any sizable planning application was received in the parish, regardless whether or not the PC were in favour, they submitted requests for s106 monies.  The limitations of s106 were discussed together with alternative funding and feedback from the school in relation to choice of play equipment.  Cllr Moran expressed concern that ball games generally targeted the hall and caused damage.  It was suggested that a multi play system should be considered to alleviate the problem and situated away from the hall. 


Decision to be deferred to next meeting.

13/223
To be advised of planning matters including: 


Applications:

W/13/02392OU& /// Land rear of Millfield, Laurels Rd, Offenham

Construction of single detached two storey dwelling house.

OPC comment:  Concerns were raised that should the street light and waste bin situated on the verge have to be moved or incur damage to accommodate access to this site all costs should be met by the developer.

W/14/00125/PP  37 Myatt Road, Offenham

Proposed first floor bedroom extension to front of property, side porch on ground floor plus enlargement of kitchen/dining area on the ground floor.  

OPC comment:  No objection
Decisions:

W/130248/PN  Valefresco Ltd, Laurels Nursery, Laurels Rd, Offenham

Extension to farm buildings – Approved.

13/224
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  


None

13/225
To consider date & time of next meeting.  -  Monday, 3rd March 2014

Meeting closed at 9.25 pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Notes taken during Open Forum
Two residents expressed concerns about the amount of dog waste in the village.  Areas of particular concern were Ferry Lane and Boat Lane with the STWA fenced area currently being targeted with bags of dog waste.
In addition the area by the garages to the rear of Ferry Lane was being used as a gathering place and large amounts of rubbish were being left.  The Chairman suggested that contact be made to Rooftop Housing.

Correspondence
· Various CALC updates
· Clerks Direct

· Marketing material
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