

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 25th November 2014.
Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr S Seymour

Mr M Gloster



Ms S Rouse
Mr G Jones



Mr P Hawkins


Mr K Suttill



Mr B Porter




Mrs A Jones 


Mr S Bill – Leigh & Bransford Primary School
5 members of the public (part meeting)

District Councillor Mr A Warburton (part meeting)

County Councillor Mr P Tuthill (part meeting)

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr R Husband and Mr D Hughes
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Mrs Jones declared an interest in item 6d.
3. OPEN FORUM  
Mr S Bill – Head teacher, Leigh & Bransford Primary School 

A consultation meeting regarding the proposed expansion of Leigh & Bransford Primary School had taken place earlier in the evening at the school, and Mr Bill outlined the background for the benefit of the meeting. He noted that the school had been unable to provide sufficient places in recent years, and had been already been considering taking in additional pupils when the LEA called for schools to put themselves forward for expansion to meet increasing the number of school places required in the district. A feasibility study had looked at taking up to 15 extra pupils per year, effectively doubling the size of the school. The main problem with expansion will be access. Local people, parents and the LEA have all expressed a preference for this to be off the main road. A possibility would be one way access onto the existing playground and an alternative playground built elsewhere on the site. 
Overall, expansion presents an opportunity to improve access to the school, to meet the growing need for school places in the local community, and to safeguard the school for the future. The Local Authority is looking at feasibility across a range of schools that have been put forward and will decide which schemes to back after considering options and costs.
The matter was discussed. It was noted that this school has space to expand whilst others may not, and the expansion would increase the chance of getting the school’s road and access problems sorted out.  Doubling pupil numbers would also mean one class per year group, which would be easier logistically.
The chairman thanked Mr Bill for his attendance and he left at 7.20pm.

Mr Oliver read out a statement in support of his planning application (item 6c – 14/01335/FUL) for an ecologically sustainable bungalow at The Dell, Coles Green. There was brief discussion and it was noted that the application would be considered later in the meeting.

4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 23rd SEPTEMBER 2014
The minutes had previously been circulated. Mr Porter requested an amendment to item 12 (p403) which should read A4103. The amendment was agreed and the minutes were then confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

5.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

a) Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Tuthill gave an update on Worcestershire Parkway and circulated a document which included a questionnaire, which he urged everyone to complete. He also gave an update on the energy from waste project at Hartlebury.
Item 7a was brought forward and dealt with next.

Running through the outstanding highways matters: 
1. Cllr Tuthill noted that there is already a weight limit on Lower Howsell Road

· 2. Alterations to Bank House signage are complete

· 3. The chairman clarified that the VAS in question is the one at Dragon’s Cross on the Hereford side of Leigh Sinton, which is now located in the 40mph zone and needs to be tested and made to operate at 40mph.

· 4. The white gates will be installed over the next few weeks

· 5. The situation regarding the obscured visibility fencing was discussed and is ongoing
· 6. Cllr Tuthill expressed the view that the item was spurious and should be removed from the agenda.

· 7. Overhanging trees are encroaching onto the footpath.
· 8. Bransford had been covered on the A449 signage at the request of Cllr Wells due to people using this route as a fast shortcut to Bransford. Mr Porter noted this was detrimental to business in Bransford. Cllr Tuthill agreed to follow the matter up.

· 9. The hedge has now been cut back.

· 10. Cllr Tuthill said that a white line would be installed outside the Chinese Takeaway to designate where people can park.

· 11. No update.

The chairman reported that he had been trying to contact Open Reach regarding the BT cables in Leigh but they will only speak to the County Council, unless the county council grant permission for them to speak directly. Cllr Tuthill asked the chairman to email him the details.

After discussion regarding the play area in Bransford Cllr Tuthill agreed to contribute £1500 from his fund. Cllr Warburton said that the parish council could approach him for additional funding if necessary.

b) Malvern Hills District Council
Cllr Warburton noted his strong support for the Worcestershire Parkway plans and encouraged everyone to complete the questionnaire. He also reported that as of 1st December the Wychavon Chief Executive will oversee Malvern Hills under the shared service agreement. 

The chairman read out a report from Cllr Hughes who had given his apologies. Cllr Hughes reported on the free first aid training that has been made available to MHDC staff, councillors and Malvern residents, noting there will be two further sessions, 26th November in Tenbury and 13th December in Martley.

He also reported that South Worcestershire Leaders had written a joint letter to the Planning Minister, urging him to give more weight to the emerging SWDP in planning decisions by Inspectors, especially given that overall housing numbers in the plan are acceptable.
6.
PLANNING
a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 28th October 2014.
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Matters arising from previous minutes

· Bransford s106 funds – Sarah Rouse has been in contact with the Community Services Officer and since    outline permission has not yet been granted no details of what funding might be available or the possible timeframe can be given at this time.
c) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	PC

response
	Summary of reasoning

	14/23
	14/01335/FUL
	Erection of detached bungalow
	The Dell
Coles Green

Leigh Sinton
	Approval
	Note 1


Note 1
·  The application is for a single dwelling within the curtilage of an old black and white cottage
·  Access is via an existing gravel road in daily use, therefore there will be no additional traffic

·  The application meets the desired sustainable planning policy of Leigh & Bransford parish council
·  The site is level with good drainage down to a small brook

·  The applicant lives in a small semi-detached property in the vicinity. This will be sold and will release a more affordable home onto the market, meeting identified local need

·  The application is supported by the majority of near neighbours with one exception. The parish council examined that objection and following a site visit determined that the proposed property will not overlook the neighbouring house and barn which are screened by mature hedging.

·  It was suggested that the house plan be rotated 180 degrees clockwise to benefit from the solar heat store effect of the glazing to the twin gables

Following discussion it was agreed that the proposed property represents the kind of development that is needed in the parish and that the application should be strongly supported.

d) Notification of Appeal
Proposal
Erection of boundary/screen fence

Location
Tudor Lodge, 1 Nash Green, Leigh Sinton, WR13 5DR

Appellant
AK Maddams

Planning Inspectorate Ref
APP/J1860/D/14/2228245

The appeal was noted.  

e) Planning decisions received from MHDC

14/00220/OUT

The Fold

Outline planning application

Approved








4 homes & 7 holiday lets

7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Highways Matters

1. Request for weigh limit reduction on Lower Howsell Road – Dealt with under item 5a. It was noted that the request was not for the implementation of a weight limit but for the reduction of the existing limit to 7.5tonnes. The clerk to write to Cllr Tuthill.
2. Alterations to signage – Bank House roundabout – Dealt with under 5a.
3. VAS sign operation – Leigh Sinton – Dealt with under 5a.
 
4. Installation of white gates – Dealt with under 5a.
5. Visibility fencing obscured opposite Stocks Lane – Dealt with under 5a.
6. Overhanging trees – corner Stocks Lane/Worcester Road – Dealt with under 5a.
7. Overhanging trees – corner Malvern Road/Worcester Road – Dealt with under 5a.
8. Bransford – removal from road signs – Dealt with under 5a.
9. Overhanging hedge and request for double yellow lines – Clewer Croft – Dealt with under 5a.
10. Request for short term parking space – Chinese Takeaway, Hereford Rd, Leigh Sinton – Dealt with under 5a.
11. Speeding on A449 – Dealt with under 5a.
b) Damage to BT cables - Leigh
The chairman noted there will be a new cable across the fields
c) Applications for co-option – Bransford ward – There had been no applicants. The matter to be carried forward.
d) Parish council contact details and security procedures –.Carry forward to next meeting.
e) Provision of allotments – Mr Seymour to speak to Mt Tooby.
f) Alleged planning breach – Lower Interfields (OS 7789 5008) – The enforcement officer has visited the site and found it to be locked. He will be making a further visit.
g) Hedge removal at Hop Pole Green –.The matter is still being looked into by the enforcement 

     officer.
h) Renovations to Bransford Play Area 

The new chippings have been laid and the new equipment will be installed during the first week in December. The chairman thanked Ms Rouse for the work she has put in to this project. 
It was noted that the repair is still outstanding and Mr Porter agreed to attend to it. There is also a problem with the gate as the bolt will not close properly. The ROSPA report also notes that a piece of fencing is missing. A similar area has been covered with wire mesh and appears to be acceptable. Ms Rouse agreed to look into the matter.
i) Overgrown hedge – 3 black & white cottages, Hereford Road. The resident has been written to. No action to cut back the hedge has yet been taken.
j) Grit bin – Orchard Way
Mr Porter reported that there is a suitable spot for a grit bin at the bottom of Orchard Way, close to the crossroads, before the substation. The chairman agreed to provide the clerk with a map of the location and the clerk to organise the purchase of the bin.
k) Jubilee Garden

     Crocus and narcissi bulbs have now been planted; plants from Bransford nursery will be delivered within the next few weeks. There was discussion as to what should go in the middle of the garden and it was agreed that a call for suggestions should be included in the next Sphere report.
     Maintenance of the garden was discussed. It was agreed that it would be preferable for local people to volunteer to do this, but otherwise the parish council will need to pay someone to do this.

Members of the public present left the meeting at 8.50pm.
8.
BUDGET & PRECEPT FOR 2015/16

A draft budget maintaining the precept to £19,408 had been previously circulated. It was noted that the budget contains a provision of £2000 against potential election costs. Mr Porter suggested a grant to Leigh & Bransford Badgers be included in the grants section and the clerk confirmed there was sufficient provision for this. Following discussion Mr Jones proposed that the budget be accepted, Mr Gloster seconded and all agreed.
9. 
CARAVANS SITED ON FIELDS NEAR HOOPERS CLOSE


Ms Rouse had reported a small number of mobile homes/caravans on farm land close to Hoopers Close and questioned whether the landowner had planning consent for this. The matter had been referred to the MHDC planning enforcement officer and is under investigation. 

10.
CONSULTATION ON EXPANSION OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS


A consultation document detailing the figures for additional school places needed in the district had been circulated by the district council, who had approached schools with a view to considering expansion. The chairman outlined the report document, noting as per item 3 that Leigh & Bransford Primary School has been put forward. Mr Seymour noted that whilst the document does acknowledge the new developments planned for the district, the new houses in Leigh Sinton have not been included in the calculations as they are outside the SWDP.

Following discussion it was agreed that the parish council should support the school’s application, and should detail:

·  The increase in the number of houses in the parish.

·  A change in demographics in the parish, with a larger proportion of younger people.

·  Sustainability issues, noting that children should be educated within the parish rather than driven to schools further afield.

·  The improved access arrangements required at the school should be highlighted.

11.
FINANCE

a)   Accounts paid 

BGS


Lengthsman - September



£246.00


BGS


VAS - September




£19.50


J Barker

Clerk - October





£639.14

Viking


Filing cabinet





£106.80


PA Gardiner

Grass cutting – October




£35.00


JACS UK Ltd

White Gates





£2738.88


b)   Accounts passed for payment

BGS


Lengthsman – October




£207.00


BGS


VAS – October





£31.00


Urban Recreation
Supply & install play surface



£1194.00


J Barker

Clerk – November




£635.12


J Sharp


re-imbursement for the purchase of bulbs

£110.00


Sustainable Furniture
bench for Jubilee Garden



£355.00

12. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a.  Footpath working Group 

The chairman read out a report from PPW Phil Saunders. Mr Saunders noted that most of the 30 miles of paths in the parish are walkable, though those not in regular use become overgrown over the year and require regular clearance, as do stiles and fingerposts. He reported that one of the main problems occurs on arable land, where paths are ploughed and then not reinstated, as has been the case between Leigh Sinton and Bransford this year following the planting of potatoes and maize. He referred to a notice produced by the Ramblers Association outlining landowner’s responsibilities and the chairman agreed that this should be included in the Sphere. 

Mr Saunders drew attention to success in getting pedestrian and kissing gates fitted to a path behind Brockamin Lane where locked gates had been a problem, and reported that since taking up the post in May he had installed seven way marking posts, cleared seven finger posts and cleared over 100 metres of overgrown path. He noted, however, that more could be achieved if help was available, and it was agreed that a notice calling for residents to join the footpath group should be included in the next Sphere. 
The chairman also added that he had discussed the production of a new footpath leaflet with Mr Saunders, and that the sum of £500 had been provided for this in the 2015/16 budget.

b. Memorial Hall 
Mr Gloster reported that new china has been purchased and a lot of the old kitchenware had been donated to St Richards Hospice. He noted that a lot of damage had been done during a recent party and that the hall committee are considering a facility whereby credit card details are provided by hirers so that costs for damages can be recouped.
He also reported that the playgroup is considering installing a porta-cabin alongside the hall for its own use. He noted that the income lost from reduced hire fees would be offset by the reduced need for heating the hall, and that this would also mean the hall could be hired out to other users during the day.


c.    Community Resilience Working Group –.No report
13.
COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

Mrs Jones noted the poor state of the pavements in Leigh Sinton. Trenches left after the installation of 
gas pipes are still evident many years after the installation took place and there are many potholes, making for a very poor, uneven walking surface. The matter was discussed and it was noted that defects generally need to be reported individually. It was suggested that councillors report specific problems where possible and that more extensive problem areas be passed on to the clerk and drawn to the attention of highways. Mrs Jones noted that the length of Coopers Close between no. 1 and the school needs attention.

Mr Porter reported that the owner of the dangerous dog in Bransford had recently pleaded guilty to the offence and that the dog in question is now being kept in.

Mr Porter also requested that a bigger footer setting be used for future agendas.
13.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


Planning Committee meeting - Tuesday 16th December 2014

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 27th January 2015   

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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