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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Clir. Mr. D. Ernest.

I would like to express my appreciation
and thanks to all my fellow councillors
Angela Eason, Margaret Brewster, Pat
Ansell, Clive Holt, Will Clapton, and Don
Humphries for their support and work
during the year. The Parish Council's
ability to deal with issues during the
last year, and provide a high level of
continuity, is attributable to all of the
council members and their collective
and individual experience.

Footpaths.
Their access and maintenance are very

important amenity to both parishioners
and visitors. T would like to thank David
Smith as Footpaths Officer for the
Parish. David has very effectively and
enthusiastically worked with Pat Ansell
to make great inroads to the conditions
of the footpaths and by ways.

Flooding, road and ditch maintenance.
As you are aware the Parish Council
uses a Lengthsman on a contract for
services. This work is funded by the
County Council, and the Lengthsman role
is to carry out routine maintenance to
the verges and ditches around the
Parish. During the autumn months the
Council commissioned additional work
from him to ensure that leaves were
kept under control and not blocking
drains. T would like to thank the ongoing
work of the various bodies including
Worcestershire Highways that has
invested much resource in improving the
drainage. I would also like to thank the
local landowners for their ongoing
cooperation with ensuring that hedges
are cut back to make exiting from

junctions easier, and also keeping their
verges and ditched maintained.

The Council is aware that the various
roads in the Parish are suffering
deterioration. We are in regular contact
with Worcestershire Highways
Authority to ensure that potholes are
repaired. Please advise any members of
the Council or the Clerk of any issues
that you notice regarding drainage or
maintenance so that we can ensure that
we keep on top of the situation.

Traffic and speeding problems at
Morton Spirt.

This has been the subject of many
years of attention by the Parish Council.
During that time we have worked with
Worcestershire and  Warwickshire
County Councils to improve signage; road
markings and bollards have been placed
along the verge in Morton Spirt.
Unfortunately, our efforts to press for
a reduced speed limit (it is currently
60mph) on the road through Morton
Spirt have met with some resistance by
the relevant bodies. As part of our
strategy for monitoring this road, the
Parish Council have requested a Traffic
Survey to be  conducted by
Worcestershire County Council on this
road.

Mineral Core Strategy

Warwickshire County Council
commissioned a study on the Minerals
Core Strategy for Warwickshire. This
has resulted in some concern regarding
the future consideration of expansion
of existing sites and the identification
of new sites. On a local basis planning
permission has been granted for the
extension of the quarry working north
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of  Broom. The Parish  Council
understands that a formal agreement
between the quarry operators and
Warwickshire  County  Council was
entered into at the time of the original
quarry development and this was
amended in 2009. The Parish Council
continue to monitor the enforcement of
this agreement.

Parish Plan

During the year the Parish Council
reviewed the Parish Plan in an exercise
led by Angela Eason. As I have
mentioned previously one of the key
concerns, speeding at Morton Spirt,
continues to be addressed. I believe
that the provision of facilities for the
residents (young and old) of Abbots
Morton continues to improve, with the
hard work of Village Hall Committee.

Finance

For the third year in a row the Parish
Council has kept the ftfotal annual
precept for the Parish at the same level
as the previous year. However, you may
have noticed that this has shown a small
per household increase in your latest
rates statement. This is due to several
households being rerated (downwards)
during the period in time. Thus the
same load has to be spread over a
smaller number of rated properties and
therefore causes the increase per
household.

Local Community Grants

The Parish Council have considered the
principle  of providing limited
discretionary funding being made
available to local organisations. I would
ask any interested party to contact the

Clerk or any member of the Council to

register their interest.
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<~  Meeting dates of the Council

for 2011 are Thursday 21" July,
Thursday September 22™ and Thursday
November 24™. All welcome to attend.
Agenda will be posted in the notice
board and on the website three clear
days prior to the meeting. Meetings
start at 8.00pm. An Extraordinary
meeting is being held on Thursday 23™
June at 8pm in the Village Hall.

NEW COUNCIL.

Following the May 2011 Elections the
following persons were elected fo the
Council:

David Ernest - Chairman. 793767

Will Clapton - Vice-Chair. 793670

Pat Ansell - 792643

David Smith - 793107

Colin Pemberton - 792549

Clive Holt - 792490

One vacancy exists which the Council are
inviting applications for. If you are
interested please contact the Clerk or

the Chairman. Receipt of applications
must be received by June 18™ 2011.
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Summary of Accounts for 2010-11.

Receipts.

Interest Bus. Access A/C 2.35

Precept 5764.00
WCC P/L scheme 1161.60
VAT Refund 25.30

TOTAL 6953.25
Expenditure

PWLB 1909.56
Staff costs 1923.82
Training 0.00
Audit 182.50
Administration 123.70
Parish Lengthsman 1056.00
Insurance 262.94
Maintenance to assets 92.24

Subscriptions 58.48

VAT recoverable 46.10

TOTAL 5655.34

Balance as at 01.04.11:

Current A/C £2995.72.

Business access A/C £5584.77.

CONTACTS:

o 2% o
County Cllr. Mr. Holt - 792470
Email: cholt@worcestershire.gov.uk

District Cllr. Mrs. Steel - 792266
District Cllr. Mr. Lee - 870877
PC Tony Carter - 03003333000

Ext.3303
tony.carter@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Jenny Hawkins - 0300 333 3000
Message - 01905 725769
jenny.hawkins@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator:
Mr. G. Barker
Email: ggbarker@supanet.com

Clerk to the Parish Council:

Mrs. N. Holland - 793050.

Email: abbotsmortonclerk@tiscali.co.uk.
Website:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/My Parish
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