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MINUTES
of MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
field at § Russell Square, High Street, Broadway,
ont Thursday, 14" January 2016, at 7.00 pm

PRESENT: Councillor B. M. Parmenter (Chairman), Councillors
Dr, R. Clements, D. W._ Folkes, Miss [, Hardiman, G. Love,
G. (0.Brien, F.L. Penny, Mrs. R. Rogers, Mrs. C.C.B.Wilson

In attendance: County Councillor Mrs. Eyre, District Counciilor B.
Thomas, Mr. R. Goldsmith (Broadway Trust}

(1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were received and accepted from
Councillor Mrs. Stephenson, G. J. Franks, A AL Holmes, N.D A Robinson,

2} DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None

{3} POLICE REPOR'T;

The Chairman introduced PC Paul Lewis, the recently appointed police officer
with responsibility for Broadway. PC Lewis reported that he had been in the police force
for twenty ecight years and bad been beat munager for the past six years in Evesham
before taking up his current role in Broadway. Both PC Lewis and €SO Schoenrock arc
currenlly trying to heighten police presence in the village, with at least one of them
walking around the village cach day, work duties permitting, together with a police
vehicle parked in the High Street 1o make the police presence more visible. The Duty
Chief Constable was invited to Breadway in September and joined both officers on a
walk around the village engaging with both the public and traders, in order to keep him
informed of what is happening in Broadway. Both officers are aware of the concems
regarding speeding throughout the village and arc themselves undertaking speed checks
on a regular basis, concentrating on the arcas of preatest concem — Station Road,
Leamington Road and Cheltenham Hoad, and also encouraging other officers to do sa.
County Counciller Mrs. Eyre stated that a number of other parishes within the district had
signed up the speed gun initiative, whereby volunteers are trained to use the speed gun by
the police to assist with speeding issues within their village, and asked if this was an
opportunity to undertake such training in Broadway. PC Lewis stated that this could he -
organised, especially with the oncoming lighler nights, and would reporl back
accordingly. Several councillors again raised conccrns regarding speeding along
Cheltenham Road on the approach to the village, particulatly since there are now an
increased number of larger vehicles using the Cheltenham Road/Pry Lane junction over
the past few months. With a planning application for additional holiday homes in Pry
Lanc recenily approved the vehicular movements arc oniy going to increase. The
Chairman added that this was the only major cnirance road where there is no 40 mph sign
before the 30 mph section. CSO Schoenrock also added that the 30 mph sign is situated
Jjust after 2 bend as vehicles approach the village, giving very little time to slow down
appropriately, and a 40 mph section would give motorists advanced warning. Councillor
Mrs Eyre asked if the police could forward the points raised , and also that a resident of
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Cheltenham Road, who was present at the meeting, could also forward his
views/comments, so that, along with Parish Council support, a more robust case ¢ould be
put forward for the introduction of a 40mph section on this streteh of road.

S0 Schoenrock then reported that sixty-six calls had been received since the last
meeling from residents resulling in ten offences being recorded — one burglary; one
burglary of other buildings {shed); four assaults, two ciiminal damages; one theft from a
motor vehicle and onc fraud, and also highlighted that the only prevailing cross-border
offence was that of thefl of trailers. Everyone with such a vehicle should ensure that it is
post coded and sccured. There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked both
officers for their respective reports,

(4)  MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TIELD ON 10:12:15:

Proposed by Councillor Mrs. Rogers, seconded by Councillor Miss D. Hardiman,
the minules of the Parish Council meeting heid on the 10* December 2015 were
unanimously approved, and were duly signed and dated as a true record,

(5) BROADWAY COMMUNITY AWARD:

As announced at the last mecting, the Chainnan was pleased to confirm that the
winner of the Community Award 2015 was Mr.John Hankinson, for all his hard work and
endcavours in the continued maintenance of the Activity Park. John was Chairman of the
committee which helped research, design, obtain funding, and the project management of
the construction and landscaping. Following its opening in 2009 John, in conjunciion
with his team of helpers, organised and maintained the upkeep of the park, which has
made Broadway Activity Park nol only a major attraction in Broadway, but also
throughout Worcestershire and the surrounding arcas. The Chairman then presented a
cheque for £100 to Mr. Hankinson, which he kindly donated to ‘Help the Heroes’, and his
name would be added to the plague displayed in the parish office. Mr. Hankinson thanked
the Parish Council for the award and gave a brefl review of the activity park to date,
stating that despile the enormous amnount of people (it was estimated that since the park
opened in 2009 over a quarter of a million visitors had used and appreciated the facilities)
there had been no major vandalism, which was a testameni lo the quality of the
equipment. This had, however, pul extra unforeseen pressures on all of the pieces of
equipment, and items/parls which were expccted to last for at least ten years were starting
to show signs of wear and tear or, indeed, in some cases needing replacement, and future
expenditure budgets would need 1o lake this into consideration. Mr. Hankinson concluded
that due to the amount of work/commitment required, consideration needed to be given to
finding an assistant to help with the mainlenance of the park, and it would be appreciated
if the Parish Council could consider this matter and advertise the position in the
newsletter/local press. The Chairman again thanked Mr..Hankinson, and all councillors
showed their appreciation.

(6) COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS™ REFORTS:
Councillors Mrs. Hyre's and Thomas’™ reports had been circulated to all
councilfors, copies of which were available on the website and in the Parish Office, along

with the Minntes of this meeting..
Councillor Mrs. Eyre highlighted the fact that as a result of the Local Government
Settlemenl Worcestershire County Council had to find an additional eleven million
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pounds of savings on top of the amnval twenty five million pounds already required, and
an extra forty million pounds over the medium term. This was a huge challenge, but the
County Council must have, by law, a balanced budget by February. A word of waming to
the Parish Council was that one impact of the spending review may be a review of the
New Homes Bonus. Councillor Mrs. Eyre referred the residents and the Parish Council to
the need 1o respond to the final consultation of ils Local Flood Risk Management
Strategy by its closing date of 20" February 2016, and finally highlighted the Furopean
Funding to support Worcestershire small businesses in rural areas and create more jobs —
applicants can apply to support micro and small enterpriscs, such as construction of new
factories/ofTices; support for rural tourism, encouraging new altractions along waterways
and cycle routes, and developing more opportunities for young families.

District Councillor Thomas highlighted the JToint Senior Management Team
where Wychavon is moving towards a joint senior management team with Maivern Hills
District Council in order Lo realise cost savings, and also to work more collaboratively
and maximisc knowledge/expertise across the two organisations. Councillor Themas
reported that work was still being done with both enforcement and planning to try to
© resolve the issuc regarding parking ouwlside the United Reformed Church in the High
Street and will report back accordingly. Finally, councils across Worcestershire were in
the process of submitting a bid to house [ilty Syrian refugees in Worcestershire by the
end of 2016,

(7} CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE:

' The Clerk had circulated an updated list of councillor’s addresses and telephone
numbers to all councillors for their information. A list had also been circulated asking
councillors to confirm their e-mail addresses and whether they would be agrecable to
agendas/minutes etc. to be e-mailed to thern, rather than by post.

The Clerk circulated 2 memorandum asking for a photograph and bricf paragraph
on each councillor in order that the previously agreed information poster could be
produced and displayed.

It was reported to the Clerk that the toilet facilities in the Activity Park were not
open on all days over the Christmas and New Year period.  The Clerk contacted the
Disteict Council who advised that it was policy to ensure that toilets facilities were
available in each townfvillage, but where there were a number of toilets only a restrieted
number were open. In the case of Broadway, this was limited 1o one and the only toilets
open were those in the central Car Park, Affer discussion, all councillors were in
agreement that more than one toilet should be open, especially the one in the Activity
Park, The Clerk was instructed to contact the District Council regarding this matter and
would report back accordingly.

The County Council had notilied the Parish Council of its proposal to celebrate
Her Majesty the Queen’s 90% Birihday on 12% June, and wished to encourage everyone to
play a part, have fun, and raise funds for the local community and local initiatives. Therc
were many ways {o mark the occasion and the County Council would shortly be
producing a “How To’ information pack. After discussion, it was agreed that there
should be an event in the village to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday, and the Clerk would
coniact the Traders’ Events Committee for furiher discussions
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Details of the 2016 Wychavon Communily Granis Scheme had been lorwarded to
the Clerk. £50,000 was available 1o voluntary and charitable groups, and grants were
avallable for projects which included all aspects of life, such as community building,
health, sports and arts, together with any projects that benefit the community including
people from different backgrounds or differing abilities. Closing date for applications -
noon, Thursday, 31% March 2016

The annual firc extinguisher service/report for the parish office had recently been
undertaken and it recommended that the 2 kg powder extinguisher be replaced by one 6
litre foam and one 2 kg CO2 al a cost, to include full test and commissioning, of £293.10.
Councillors agreed to this recommendation and the Clerk was instructed to conlact the
contractor to undertake the work accordingly.

The lengthsman, Maurice Parkinson, had notified the Parish Council of an
increase from £14.00 to £15.00 in his hourly rate for work undertaken through the
lengthsmans scheme.

The Chairman and Clerk attended the installation of the new defibrillator at
Broadway Fire Station on Thursday 14" Januvary. (Further information regarding
defibrillators was reported later in the meeting during the public session)

The County Council had adviged that the re-painting of the road markings at the
Back Lane/Springficld Tane junction had now been completed.

(8)  SETTING OF PRECEPT AND BUDGE] 2016/17;

The Finance Working Group mct on Wednesday 13% January when the Clerk, as
Financial Officer, produced the % year financia} accounts to 31 December 2015 together
with the proposed budget figures for 2016/17. The accounts and budget were fully
explained by the Clerk and discussed, and any necessary amendments were made to the
budget. It was noted that Councillors Parmenter, Folkes and Miss Hardiman declared an
intercst in items relating to some of proposed donations due to their connections with
other organisations in the village, and took no part in the discussions/recommendations
relating to those particular items. The Group would like lo recommend the approval of
the budget for 2016/17 and the setting of the precept to remain the same as last year at
£87,500. Both these recommendations were proposed by Councillor Folkes, seconded by
Councillor Miss Hardiman, and approval was unanimously agreed.

C2] REPORTS FROM VARIOUS GROUPS AND COMMITTEES:

Broadway Traders® Association:

Councillor Mrs. Rogers, as the Parish Council’s representative, attended a
mecting held on 4" January, when the mair topic of discussion related to the Christmas
lights. This year’s improvements to the lights was very well received by both residents
and visitors altke. Discussion concerned the putting up, removal and storage of lights for
this and future years and how much time and effort was required, with thanks to Mr.
Peter Reading for his hard work/endeavours for the 2015 lights. [t was confinmed thal the
new boxes on the light columns to supply the electricity for the lights would be painted
black to make them less conspicuous. As previously advised, the Traders’ Association
was being re-launched as Broadway Business Association, and an cvent to highlight this
would be organiscd with exisling and prospective new members invited. Finally, great
concerns were raised regarding the lack of organisers/volunleers for previous events, and
how morte people must be found if fulure events, especially the 2016 late night shopping
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events, were to conlinue/expand. Councillor Mrs, Evre suggested that perhaps there could
be more liaison between the Iraders and the Parish Council to try and resolve these
concems, and the Clerk would contact Mr. Reading to discuss how the Parish Council

could be of further assistance.

{10)  PLANKNING:
Demolition/rebuilding of the wall outside, Sarpent House in the High Street:
The Planning Committee, both District Councillors and several residents, had
raised concerns regarding the height of the wall. Discussions were held with the owner
and, subsequently, with the Disteict Council Enlorcement Team, as to whether or not
planning permission was required. Unfortunately, despite the District Council Planning

was to be taken. Afler further discussion it was agreed ihat the Clerk should write to the
District Council’s Head of Planning clearly stating the Parish Council's disappoiniment
at its decision, and also its concerns regarding the increasing number of retrospective
planning applications being submilicd. The Parish Council proposed that the Distrcl
Planning Committee consider that fees for such application be increased to deter the
practice,

The Planning Committee met on 11" January and discussed the following two
applcations rclating to The Swan, 2 The Green - (2) replacement of internal and external
signage, and (b} new cxternal timber dining huts, minor external refurbishment and
decoration, and internal refurbishiment and decoration. Due to lack of insufficient
information submitted and/or downloaded to the online planning site it was unable to
make any decision or to {forward any comuments regarding these application and requested
further information. No further details were available for (a), so this will again be placed
on the agenda for the next planning committce mecting. Regarding (b), a lengthy
discussion [ollowed resulting in the Parish Council deciding to raise its objections to this
application for the foliowing reasons:

It strongly disagrees with the Conservation Officer's letter which stated that the
dining huls "would become a feature of the selling of a listed building" and also “the
harm cavsed to the setfing of the listed building and character and appearance of the
Conservation Area would be limited”. The building and the Conservation Area are
designated heritage assets. The design, appearance and materials proposed for the huls
are inconsistent with the design guidance given in the Broadway Conscrvation Area

.Appraisal. The Planning Act 1990 requires that special allention shall be paid to preserve |

or enhance a Conscrvation Area. This application does neither, and the Conservation
Officer actually stafed that the harm is limited - therelore accepling that there actually is
harm.

There were also objeciions/concerns to some of the proposed internal alterations
- in particular, allowing for new timber and glass screens; allowing for cxisting timber
panclling to be stripped back and painted; allowing for new glazed doors to VIP arca,
and refurbishing existing tirnber doors. All of these would be detrimental to the character
of the building, with some of the other proposed alterations being ambignous and lacking
in detail and would, therefore, need further clarification.
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Parish Council Comments:
MEETING: 07:72:35

Application WASO2T55/PN MR, 5. HOLLAND, i 11 Sandscroll Avenue
Demolition of garage and erection of new dwelling

The Pansh Council raised oo objections to this application

Application W/15/02712/PP MR. R. GEERING
Ambleside, Springfield [ane
Ground floor extensions to front and rear, extension o
garage, demalition of conservatory to Tear  as approvesl
under permmssion WI1FOTTHPP but withouwr compliance
with Condition 4 (to amend approved plans)
The Parish Council objected 1o the removal of condition 4 (to amend approved plans) and also to the proposed increase
in the height of the parage and the inclusion of & window oo the easl elevation.

Application W/ 52603/ PP LE-on ENERGY SOLUTIONS
7 Colletts Gardens
Installanion of external wadl insulation to all elevations of
property in peutral cotour (white/treamn/grey)

The Parish Council raised no objections to this application

Application W/15/02765/CU MR. R. CAPLE

Nurthwick Farm., Pry Lanc

installation of three tog cabins (maobile bomes) for usc as

shart term hohday lets
The Parish Council ehjected to this proposal for the fullowing reasons - {a) the property is in a Flood Zooc Atea ; (B)
the property 15 vutside G and {2) refierring to Policy FOON19 the propoesal amounts 1o an unsustaiable form of
development in light of national and local policies relating to (ounst accommodativn which would harm the character
and appearance af the focal arca. {The Parish Council referred to a similar dismissed appeal decision - W140034 PN
— Lybrook Farm, Soowshill Road)

Application W/15/02933/FPF E-on ENERGY SOLUTIONS
&5 Braokside
I[nstallation of cxterna] wall insulation to all clevations of
praperty in neutral colour (white/cream/grey)

The Parish Council raised no ohjectuons (o this application

MEETING 21:12:15

Applications W15/02905/PIN MITCHELLS & BUTLERS
W/IS/02906/LE The Swan, 2 The Green
New cxternal timber dining huts
The Planning Committee were  unable o comment on  this  application  as  there  was
infurmation/drawing/photos of both the proposed cxtemal and iatemnal alterations, Both County/District Councillor
Eyre and Dhstrict Councillor Thomas were in attendance and were of the same opinion and would be folivwing up the
marfer. Further information/drawings ete. were requested so thar the Parish Council could make any necessary
commnents.
Anplication W/15/02941/PPF MRS HASLAM
107 High Street
Proposed reat extension and additional altcrations to
property, new boundary wall to side driveway.
The Parish Council ratsed no objections to this application, but asked that a condition be placed that the roof light is in
keeping with the character of the building and surrqunding propertics.
Applications WYLSZ9THPN MR M ASPINALL
W/1S03008/1LB Cotswald Trading Lid, 36 High Strect
Replacoment of existing cotrugated metal and ashestos
cement roof sheeting with marching plan tiling, rendering
of commeon brickwork and new lantern light in conjunction
with intermal alterations

The Parish Council ratsed no obfections to this application

ingufficient
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WIS03071LE
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THE TIBBITTS FAMILY
MSCRETIONARYTRUST
&4 High Stieet

Proposed aiterations to dweliing

The Parish Council raised no ohjections e this spplication

Application W/15/03082/TF

M5 HOMER

24 Lime Tree Avenue

Single storey exlension 1o rear, amiendment 1o scheme
approved under planning pormission W/ 5/015 14/PP with
gable instead of hipped roof

The Parish Council raised no ohjcctions ta this application

WYCHAVON APPROVALS:

Application W/15/02651/PN

Application W/ISA2603/FF

Application WHS/02934 PP

Agpplication W/15/03082/P1

Application W/15/01722/PP

WYCHAVON REVUSAL:

Application W/15/02755/PN

COTSWOLD 5PA RETIREMENT HOME, Station Road
I'roposed erection of prefabricated garden reom in rear garden ara
E-un ENERGY SQOLUTIONS 7 Colletts Gardens

Installation of external wall msolation to all elevations of property in
newtral colour (white/cream/grey)

E-on ENERGY SOLUTIONS 85 Brookside

Installation of extemnal wall insulation to all etevations of property in
neutral colour {white'cream/grey)

M5 HOMER 24 Lime Trae Avenue

Single Storey extension o rear, amendment to scheme approved
under planning permission Wi 154H 514/PP with gable instead of
hipped rooi

MR, R, GEERING  Ambleside, Springficld Lanc

Ground (loor extensions to front and rear, extension Lo garage,
demolition of conservatary to rear — as approved under permission
WASQHTIE/PP but without comphance with Condition 4 (to atnend
approved plans)

ME. 5. HOLLAND, 11] Sandscroft Avenuc
Demolition of garage and ercction of new dwelling

(11) SCHEDULE QOF PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS from 01:12:15 to 31:12:15

Payments: verified by the Clerk together with two nominated signatories netof VAT
Office cash / milk/coffee/sugar 17.49
Office cash / postage 2848
Office cash / Office Supplies 7.29
Worcestershire County Council / pension contribution 455.64
Unicom / telephone-inlemnet 62.71
GBI} (Evesham) Limited / mowing contraci 323.07
Colswold Building Supplies / activity park maintcnance 533.40
Abbey Forestry / tree muintlenance 877.50
Grassroots Garden Services / activity park mainlenance 48.00
Maunce Parkinson / lengthsman scheme 69.00
G Franks / Costs rc Appeal 8400.00
Al Woods / Tree Maintenance 345.00
Hentland / office fire extinguisher service 54.93
K. Beasley / Clerk’s salary / December 1,254.46
G. A_Tomkins / Asst. Clerk’s salary / December 251.95
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HMRC/ PAYE 1016.81
GBD (Evesham) Limited / activily park maintenance 349.13
Justice Tire & Securily / Olfice Security maintenance 142.62
Hercford & Worces. Community First Responders / Defibrillator 550.00
Society of Local Council Clerks / annual subscription 167.00
Receipres:

Lloyds Bank / Interest re Fixed Term Deposit Bond 106.19
Lloyds Bank / gross interest 4.65
Wychavon District Council / Grant e Christmas Lights 500.00
Signpost / Contribution to Office Electricity 80.66

(12} COUNCILLORS® REPORTS AND [TEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA:

Councillor (O'Brien reported that he had recently witnessed an elderly lady trip
outside Tisane’s shop on the corner of the entrance to the arcade, and suppgested that the
slightly raised area outside the shop should be marked to highlight the hazard.  The
Clerk would investigate further and report back accordingly. Councillor QO'Brien also
asked if there was any update regarding the painting of the post-boxes to which the Clerk
replied that he had written to the Post Office who replied that they had a maintenance
programme for painting all of their properties/assets, and make routine checks on such
items. It was also pointed out (hat the collection times had changed so that only one
collection took place each moming from all boxes other than the box oulside the
newsagents/post office, where post was also collected at 5.00 pm.

Councillors Love and Mrs. Wilson raised concerns regarding the mini-roundabout
at the High Sireet/Leamington Road junction — (a} having witnessed a number of near
accidents it was fclt that the roundabout should be re-painted and better signage installed
to highlight the dangers, as motorists were simply not abiding to the law, and (b)
Councillor Mrs Wilson asked if a crossing could be installed. Councillor Mrs Eyre
replied to {a) that moiorists should adhere to the highway code by giving way to traffic on
the right, but agreed that the re-painting of the lines/roundabout would help the situatton,
and suggested the Clerk should contact Highways, and to (b) that a crossing was not
possible at this site, adding that there was a dropped kerb further along the road outside
the library to allow hetter/safer crossing of the road at that point,

Councillor Love slated (hat in response to a previous request, work had been
undertaken to alieviate the road flooding outside é Leamington Road, but this had
resulted in flooding now taking place further along the road. It was suggested that all
residents affected should report the mnatter using the ‘report 1t* seclion on the County
Council websile. Concerns were also raised regarding the state of the pavementls in
general, and Councillor Mrs. Eyre suggested that the Parish Council should write to Mr.
Gerry Brienza, the County Council Senior Highways Liaison Engineer, stating that the
gravels in the High Street were in a pour state so that the process of bidding for the
undertaking of this project, which would be lengthy and cxpensive, could be started as
s00n as possible.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 835 pm and opened the PUBLIC
INFORMATION SESSION:

122)

Quick Notes Page 8



1222

Mr. Robin Famworth, of Sandscroft Avenuc, introduced himself as the now
Community First Responder becoming a first responder due to worries/concerns in the
reduced ambulance service available in Evesham, and took up this roic permanently on
4" December 2015, Since that date he had imdertaken twenty-four calls in Broadway
and surrounding areas. There were two defibnillator boxes in the village — one outside
Budgens store, and onc outside the Fire Station, and the Parish Council, in association
wilh Budgens, was looking to fund a furiher box which Mr. Famworth suggested could
be situated oulside the Nisa store in Bibsworth Avenue to serve that area of the village.
The Vale of Ivesham First Responders were quite happy to organisc training sessions to
teach defibrillation and CPR to anyons/organisation interested, and Mr. Famworth was
keen to involve the traders in such training and will contact them accordingly. He would
also be keen to hear from anyone intercsted in becoming a First Responder. Mr.
Farnworth stated that he was willing to altend a Parish Council mecting on a regular basis
o give an update on call-out figures ete, The Chainnan thanked Mr. Famworth for his
offer and also for his very interesting presentation.

There were no further questions from the public and the Chairman finally closed
the meeting at 8.45 pm.

Darte /Time Next Meeting: 17" March at 7,00 pm
(followed by Annual Parish Meeting at approx. 8.00pm)
v & al app. P
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Broadway / Childswickham / Wickhamford / COUNTY and DISTRICT COUNCIL
REPORT, Aston Somerville / Charlton f Cropthorne { Fladbury / Hinton /
Sedgeberrow COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT Dec 241" to January 315 2016

Clir LIZ EYRE

A Happy and Healthy New Year to all of you and thank you to the
councillors who give up their free time so valiantly to support their
neighbours and our clerks who so ably support them.

Bad news first

Financial challenges on the cards for the County and it residents

The first wesek of 2016 has seen us starting to understand the full impact of the Local
Government Settlement. Worcestershire's challenge, post settlement, is an extra
11m to find on top of the annual 25m and an extra 40m over the medium term,
Every year now will be a challenge. Already a council tax rise of 3.84% is on the
cards. This rise will ease pressures in elderly and children’s care but we just cannot
face any more "huge cuts”. Of the 3.94%

» 1.84% will provide financial support for services for Looked After Children
(budget forecast to be £5.8 million in 2016/17),

s 2% ring-fenced grant for Aduli Social Care services, as allowed by the
Spending Review, will contribute to existing older pecple cost pressures in
2015/16 (presently funded by one-off grant income or reserves that will not
be available from 2016/17.)

We are not complacent the Council is already into five years into a pregramme to
transform itself into an innovative organisation with residents' priorities {(ascertained
through surveys) at the heart of the decisions it makes. And new ways of working
have been infroduced so that the Council is more agile and responsive to residents’
priorities but life has just got a whole lot tougher.

The net expenditure budget for 2016/17 set out a provisional budget requirement of
£327.8 million and an indicative funding gap of £2 million which has to be closed by
February 2016

The Government has announced its Revenue Support Grant to the Councii will
reduce evenly to an income of £10.9 million for 2019/20 so that by 2020/21 it will be
nil.

Business rates are expected to rise in accordance with the Retail Price Index each
year and income from Council Tax will gradually fund a greater proportion of the
Council's budget in the future — not good news for residents but it funds services for
residents!

.The Cabinet has approved a draft budget for consultation which includes

1
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budget reduction area in Council’'s programme for the future. These are proposals
that have been subject to detailed Cabinet and Scrutiny review.

Cabinet has endorsed the plan to address a savings requirement of £2 million, taking
account of central Government's Spending Review announcement. It has also
endorsed:

» an investment of £0.5 million each year for road maintenance,

-

* Great news for motorists! A significant investment in a two-year Driving Home
highways infrastructure improvement programme and ongoing annual road
maintenance. £12m of capital funding allocated to the two-year Driving Home
programme, which will be used on residential roads across the county
following feedback from residents and in support of the Council's Open for
Business priority.

Please not one impact of the spending review will probably be a review of the New
Homes Bonus,

Flooding

Worcestershire County Cauncil has launched a final consuliation on its draft Local
Flood Risk Management Strategy to ensure every resident and business has the
opportunity to express their views. The consultation is open until Monday 29
February 2018, and the Local Flood Risk Strategy will be formally adopted in July
2016. The Council, as a Lead Local Flood Authority, has a duty to manage flood risk
from surface waler, groundwater and ordinary watercourses across the county, To
read the draft Strategy and comment visit www.worcestershire gov.uk/flooding Paper
copies of the draft Strategy are also available in the County Council's libraries and
County Hail.

Fertunately Worcestershire has not so far suffered the extreme severe weather
experienced in the North: Cumbria, Lancashire and parts of Yorkshire and also
Scotland. Key areas for Worcestershire were around the river Severn, the Avon and
some surface water flooding, not least in fight of the ground water table which was
fully saturated, with the last few weeks' regular rainfall.

Where are we now?
The river Severn is either levelling out or in some locations levels dropping slightly.

Lower reaches of the Severn in the County around Upton and below will re-open it
as soon as conditions enable this.

The river Avon is a faster responding river and did react over the last few days to the
more focalised rain and with ground saturation conditions being as they are, went up
quite quickly as expected. Levels on the Avon are now dropping and this has meant
that the B4080 Eckington roads as flood waters have receded.
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Highways maintenance staff have been involved in addressing and resolving any
locaiised flooding fssues that have arisen, working closely with our Highways
Maintenance Contractor Ringway.

The County has worked closely with colleagues in Emergency Planning,
Communications & liaising closely with officers in the Environment Agency and Met
Office daily to ensure we monitor the situation closely. Where required we can and
will put in place additional resources such as gulley emptiers/jetters and Highways
gangs to manage any flooding issues as they arise.

They are or should be liaising with our Parish Coungil Colleagues and Parish
Lengthsmen to help locally clear grips and gulley gratings where it is safe to do so.

If you are aware of or see any specific issues of concern ref flooding, then please
contact us directly on 01905 822009.

The Highways Twitter account @WorcsTravel also has latest information.

Please be patient re highways issues given the call on our officers due to the floods,

Fire and rescue Support flooding events in Cumbria, Yorkshire and
Lancashire. The service supported the “DEFRA Flood Rescue Concept of
Operations over the Christmas period.

European Funding to support Worcestershire smalf businesses in
rural areas and create more jobs.

Projects which support micro and small enterprise in rural areas, support farm
diversification and support rural tourism can now apply for the £1.96m Rural
Business small capital grant funding programme,

The key objectives of the programme include the growth of the rural economy and
the creation of 74 jobs in rural Worcestershire.

Bidding applications can apply to support micro and small enterprises {including farm
diversification) — such as the construction of new factories/offices and purchase of
eguipment — and support rural tourism, such as helping IT and e-booking systems,
supporting equipment purchases for restaurants/cafes which cater to tourists,
encouraging new attractions along waterways and cycle routes, and developing
rmore opportunities for young families.
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I am assisting one local business — please contact me 07801816755 if you have
ideas or need help

Our MEP Anthea Mcintyre has secured a deal allowing British workers first
chance at British jobs

TENS of thousands of jobs will now be advertised only to warkers in Britain under
changes agreed in Brussels. Conservative Employment spokesman Anthea Mcintyre
has been instrumental in securing the key amendment to regulations governing
EURES, a website used by pecple across Europe seeking work. “This gives
companies the right to offer workers in Britain first crack at British jobs. That's fair for
jobseekers, fair for companies and it should mean fewer British jobs going to
migrants from other EU countries." It is an important decision. It is oniy right that
businesses have the choice of advertising their jobs only to British residents and that
people in Britain get the first chance to secure those jobs." At the same time we must
remember we have 700,000 vacancies unfilled because businesses cannot find the
workers they require, and in those circumstances it can be an advantage for
companies to extend their search to attract the best people from Germany, France
and elsewhere.”
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Report from District Councillor Bradley Themas

Joint Senicr Management Team

Wychavon is sfowly moving towards a joint senior management team with Malvern Hills District
Council. This follows on the back of Jack Hegarty the MD of Wychavon becoming Chiaf Executive of
Malvern Hills District Council late last year.

This follows both councils resolving in September to see a jaint senior management team in place by
1" January in order to realise cost savings where possible, but also work more collaboratively and

maximise knowledge and expertise across the two organisations.

There is no change whatsoever to the political sovereignty or independence of the two councils:
they both remain independent functioning bodies representing their respective areas.

*  Joint MD

*  Each council retains own deputy MD

* Joint head of Housing & Planning {but retain own planning departments and own planning
comrmittees)

* Jaint Head of Strategy, Democractic and Customer Services

* Each council has own head of Community Services

Community Buildings Strategy

Community Development team is currently having cansultants put together a Community Buildings
Strategy for Wychavon, but the survey rasponse fru_m parishes has been disappeinting. Parish
councils have been written to twice in order to inform them how fmportant this survey is, as the
report’s findings will ultimately determine where section 106 funding can he used in their parish. if
parish councils have any dealings with community buildings in their parish and haven't sent their
survey in, please fet the Community Developrment Team know. For more infarmation contact Tracy
Grubb on 01386 565168 or ernail tracy.grubb@wychavon gov.uk. -

Parking outside URC

1 am working this issue closely with Enforcements & the head of Planning. Currently Planning don’t
see it as an enforcements issue because they claim there is no development to have taken place, and
that instead it is a Highways issue. The issue will be discussed at the Lizison groups meeting taking
place on 29t lanuary, but [ have encouraged Wychavon to work with myself and the parish council
te finding a solution, rather than stating that there is no enforcement issue. Dialogue is therefore

still continuing with officers.
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