       NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: J Barker







 


07539 605118


newlandpc1@gmail.com








10/09/2025







To all Members of Newland Parish Council




 
You are duly summoned to attend a Meeting of Newland Parish Council to be held at The Beauchamp Community on Tuesday 16th September 2025 at 7.00pm. 
1. To receive and consider apologies for absence.
2. a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda

b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests

c) To consider any requests for Councillor Dispensation (s33 of the Localism Act 2011)
3. Public forum – Members of the public may address the council on matters relating to the parish.
4. Reports from representatives of other bodies.

5. To approve the minutes of the parish council meetings held 15th July and 19th August 2025. 
6. Updates on matters arising in previous meeting (not otherwise listed on the agenda) to include:
· Insurance claim and replacement of bus shelters on Worcester Road, Newland 

7. To consider any applications for co-option. (none received at the date of the agenda)
8. Planning


a) There are no new planning applications to consider. Any applications received prior to the start of the meeting may be considered to meet response deadlines.

a) Planning updates and decisions received.
9. To consider appointing Parish Online to provide a gov.uk domain, councillor and clerk email accounts, and a gov.uk compliant parish website, at a cost of £260 in the first year (inc discount) and £360 in subsequent years. (appendix item 1)
10. To consider the purchase of a new Windows 11–compliant laptop for council use, at a cost not exceeding £500, to replace the current Windows 10 device which will become unsupported in October 2025.(appendix item 2)
11. Finance – to note and approve the schedule of accounts payable. 
12. Councillors reports and items for future agendas.

13. To confirm the date of the next meeting. (Scheduled for Tuesday 18th November 2025)
Yours Sincerely,
J Barker – Clerk to Newland Parish Council
The public and press are invited to attend.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Agenda appendix.

1. Adoption of Parish Online for .gov.uk Domain, Email & Website Services 

The Government Digital Service (GDS) has directed parish and town councils to adopt .gov.uk domains and associated services to improve transparency, security, and compliance with accessibility standards. This includes:

· Providing councillors and clerks with gov.uk email addresses

· Hosting a website that meets accessibility, security, and transparency standards

In view of this Worcestershire County Council has announced support for parish council pages on the WCC website, which do not comply with the regulations, will cease in 2026. 

Several approved providers are available and listed on the gov.uk website.  Following research into approved suppliers, Parish Online appears to offer the best all-in-one integrated bundle for a small council needing a gov.uk domain, gov.uk-compliant email addresses, basic website, and support that is fully compliant with GOV.UK standards. It also offers transparent and predictable costs, local council focused services and integration with parish online mapping – which could prove very useful in a parish with a complex land ownership mix.

Parish Online quote details
We can apply our 20% discount to make your subscription £360 ex vat per year. That discounted price will stay with your account each year of your subscription.

And you'd qualify for our new Parish Online fund taking £100 ex vat off your first year's subscription by switching to a gov.uk domain.

Our subscription package includes:

· Website - a modern, accessible and responsive website using the Government design guidelines

· Email - up to 20 mailboxes with 5GB storage each which are accessed through the provided apps for windows, mac or phone, via webmail, or you can connect it to your own phone or computer mail apps.

· Gov.uk domain - 

1. we register your new gov.uk domain and pay the fees instead of you having to pay for it. The domain is owned by you, but we manage it.

Our service also includes:

· Hosting - the servers where your website live

· Ongoing Maintenance and Upgrades -  we may have a slightly higher ongoing cost than other providers, but we invest in your service to make sure it's always the latest new features, security upgrades or updates to align to new legislation

· SSL Certificate - this keeps your site encrypted and safe for visitors

· Content Migration - we port over key content from your old site at no extra cost.

· Accessibility - our sites always follow the latest Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG). Our sites already conform to WCAG 2.2 AA which was a requirement from October 2024.

· Support - we have a bank of knowledge base articles available to help you with managing your website, email, domain and cloud office/storage.

We can typically get websites ready in around 4-6 weeks.

Your new domain choices are:

yourcouncilnameparishcouncil.gov.uk

yourcouncilnameparish.gov.uk

yourcouncilname-pc.gov.uk

Having checked the options offered newlandparishcouncil.gov.uk has already been taken. Newland-pc.gov.uk would seem the best option. 

2. Purchase of new windows 11-compliant parish council laptop

Background

The Parish Council currently operates a laptop running Windows 10. Microsoft has announced that support for Windows 10, including security updates, will end on 14 October 2025. After this date:

· The device will no longer receive security patches, leaving the council vulnerable to data breaches, cyber-attacks, and compliance risks.

· Software suppliers (e.g. Office, antivirus, council accounting software) will gradually stop supporting Windows 10.

· Councils are expected to maintain secure and up-to-date IT systems to comply with GDPR, accessibility, and transparency requirements.

The current laptop (a Lenovo IdeaPad 320S) is not compatible with Windows 11, due to hardware limitations. This means it cannot be upgraded to remain compliant after 2025.

