 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RUSHWICK PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

 WEDNESDAY 8th JUNE 2011 AT 7.30 PM IN RUSHWICK VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT:  Mrs V Bennett (Chairman), I Parker, P Lewis, B Mew, Mrs Haywood, Mrs Rowley                  

IN ATTENDANCE: County Councillor Mr A Davies, Mr D Bufton & Mrs S Baxter (Clerk),

1.          Apologies for absence: Mr A Deakin and Mrs V Wigglesworth (accepted)

             District Councillors Mr P Swinburn and Mr R Bass (received) Mr Swinburn however hoped to

             attend the meeting later.  

2.          To elect/appoint the following Officers/representatives- 

· Vice Chairman – Mrs Bennett was appointed and the declaration form signed

· Playscape Representative – Subject to Mr Bufton being co opted he expressed an interest

to carry out this role.

3.          To Co-Opt Councillor Vacancy – One application was received from Mr D Bufton. It was proposed

              by Mrs Bennett and seconded by Mr Parker and unanimously agreed by all members to co opt Mr Bufton. 

                           He duly completed his acceptance of office and signed his declaration form. He also agreed to take on the   

                           role of Playscape Representative.

4.
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
             a)  Prejudicial - None

b)  Non-prejudicial – Mrs Rowley declared an interest in Village Hall matters being members of the VHC. Mrs Bennett also declared an interest in Village Hall matters, as her husband is a member of the VHC. Mrs Haywood declared her role as representatives on the School Governors. 

5.
Minutes: To consider the adoption of The Parish Council Meeting of Wednesday 11th May 2011.

             Having been previously circulated, these were signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record. 

6.
Progress Reports: Matters arising from previous minutes and review of Action Plan.
             The Action Plan was reviewed and updated.  Mr Parker to investigate if the graffiti in the underpass

              had been removed.            

7.
Parish Lengthsman Scheme: Work completed by Mr Moore in the month of May 2011 was reported on.

             Clerk to request if the hedge behind the bus stop located on the Bransford Road could be attended to.

             Clerk also to request a timetable to link up road sweeper schedule with the Lengthsman’s programme of works. 

8.
Reports from representatives:-
               8.1
County Councillor’s report: Mr Davies reported on

                          a) A letter received from Mr Pedro Lage (Tollhouse Close)

                          b) Road surface works - Otherton Lane – recently completed

                          c) Budget saving involving libraries

                          d) Rapid Bus Transport System – Now finished

                          e) VA Sign will be moved away and replaced in due course.

                          f)  Meeting at Holt Health Village Hall to meet Mr Brienza (New Highways liaison Officer)

                              on Thursday 30th June 2011

8.2     District Councillor’s report: Please refer to report attached.

                          Mr Swinburn arrived at 8.30pm. He urged Councillors to take advantage by attending Area 

                          Committee Meetings to discuss planning issues. The main topic of importance he wished to consult   

                          the Parish Council about was the SWDP. He advised of various dates of public launches and 

                          presentation events and stressed the importance not talking to the Press at this stage.  

8.3     Report from Village Hall Committee: The Committee has taken advice from Trading Standards

Regarding the quality of work of resurfacing the car park.

An Insurance Surveyor has inspected the flat roof over the Committee Room. An offer has been made to cover internal redecoration. The Committee requires a new Secretary. Some low cost recommendations from the Energy Survey have been carried out. Funding has been obtained to increase the roof and wall insulation to modern standards.

               8.4
Footpath Officer’s report: No report available

8.5      Report from Playscape: A request for a secondary bin has been made. This item will be placed on the 

           July agenda for further discussion.

8.6      School Representative’s report: Nothing to report

8.7      Police Report: No report available

9.          Finance

              9.1    To authorize payment of accounts as per schedule: all payments on the attached schedule were 

                       authorised. In addition the following were also authorised:-

1. Mr A Sharp - Internal Audit - £100

2. Worcestershire Calc - Training Fees - £156 

3. Zurich Insurance Plc – Annual Insurance - £1916.39

4. Jelf Clarke Roxburgh – Insurance May Fayre - £152.00

5. Malvern Hills District Council – Rural Rate Relief - £169.14

9.2 To Discuss application for Rural Rate Relief – An application was received in respect of 

The Whitehall Inn. The Parish Council agreed to support statement A in which a contribution of £169.14 will be paid by the Parish Council to allow a 50% Discretionary relief to be awarded.

9.3 To Provide Financial Assistance to support May Fayre – An agreement was reached to pay

The Public Liability Insurance in respect of a very successful May Fayre.                     

10.        Planning: To consider planning applications received prior to this meeting – No plans to discuss

             For Information: Appeal Reference APP/J1860/A/11/2145710 Meander Forth Cottage, Tan House Lane

             Appeal Dismissed

11. To Discuss Grass Cutting: Various areas of the Village are looking rather untidy. The general problem is trying to identify which authority is responsible to cut specific areas. District Councillor Mr Swinburn has agreed to help if the Parish Council is able to identify the exact locations that need attending to. It was agreed to place an item on the July Agenda – Village Tidy Up.

12.        Correspondence for Information: - All items of correspondence on the Appendix were noted and  
             included in the Round Robin to provoke further discussion. In addition the following were also included

1. Nora Parsons Day Centre – AGM 2011 – AGM Postponed – Revised date now Wednesday 20th July

At 7pm at the Centre. Mr Mew kindly offered to attend.

2. MHDC – Publication of Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) Update and 

Invitation to briefing. Drop in event at Priory Lodge Hall, Malvern Monday 13th June 2011 5.30pm

to 8pm.

13.   Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas: -  

         It was highlighted that an overgrown hedge is encroaching onto the footpath at the end of Otherton Lane 

         (Safety Barriers by the Bridge) Mr Parker to investigate.

Meeting closed at 9.08pm

S Baxter (Clerk)
12th June 2011
