ASHTON UNDER HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council: Michelle English, Delamere, Hill Furze, Pershore, WR10 2NB, 

Tel 01386 860502

To Members of Ashton under Hill Parish Council





You are duly summoned/required to attend the next meeting of Ashton under Hill  Parish Council to be held at 7pm on Tuesday 9th September 2014 in the Green Room.
Agenda

1. Apologies: To receive apologies and to approve reasons for absence.
2. Declarations of Interest:
a)  Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their   register of interests.

b)  To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.

c)  To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.
d)  Written requests for the council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) are to be with the clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting.
Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable  Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the code of conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.

Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest may result in the  commission of a criminal offence.

3. Minutes: To consider the approval of the minutes of the last Meeting of the council.  

The meeting will be adjourned for Public Question Time

The time allocated is at the discretion of the council/chairman. Residents are invited to give their views and question the parish council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the chairman. Members of the public may not take part in the parish council meeting itself. This period is not part of the formal meeting; brief notes will be appended to the minutes as an aide memoire. 
4. Welcome to Sarah Smith our newest Councillor
5. Progress reports: for information / discussion and comments if necessary
a. Social Centre
b. Bredon Hill Conservation Group

c. PACT 
d. Lengthsman
e. Vehicle Activated Sign

f. Defibrillator

g. Flooding
h. Highways issues (busses, verges & T junction)

6. District and County Councillors’ reports: for information. (Items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting.)
Since my last report the South Worcestershire Development Plan team has been working on its assessment of the additional sites put forward at the end of March 2014 with a view to proposing sufficient additional housing to meet the need identified by the inspector. I told you last time that Wychavon will have to produce 9950 dwellings over the plan period to meet its own needs plus an unspecified number to meet Malvern Hills’ and Worcester’s shortfall.

Both the total extra number required and the proposed sites to accommodate them will be announced later this month and hopefully approved by the three councils on 30th September, to enable them to be put out for a public consultation of six weeks in October and November.  You should be able to see what is being recommended if you look on the SWDP website after 16 September.

It is very depressing that the whole process is taking such a long time.  The inquiry will reconvene next spring and it will take another six months or so before the three councils can finally approve the plan.  Until this happens the new SWDP policies can only be given limited weight and we are reliant on the old Wychavon District Local Plan which is now getting well beyond its sell-by date.

As I reported last times there are two appeals pending in Bredon.  That, on the refusal at Benshams, Cheltenham Road, which I told you was going to a hearing on 30 July, has now been referred to a full inquiry on 2nd  and 3rd December.  The inquiry on Gladman’s application for 98 houses on Tewkesbury Road will be held early next year.  The five year housing land supply is expected to be an important issue for each of these.

The appeal against the refusal of planning for a live/work unit at the Groaten is now being considered by the inspector under the written representations procedure.  Wychavon’s case was sent on 26 August and can be seen on their planning website. Final Comments have to be made by 9 September, so we can expect the result fairly soon.

The most contentious planning issues at the moment seem to be large scale developments on farmland in the Vale.  There is a very large chicken farm proposed at Upton Snodsbury which will double the size of two large sheds which got permission at appeal last year. This will be considered by the planning committee this Thursday. At the same meeting there is a proposal for a 48 hectare (109 acre) solar farm at Wickhamford, which lies under six miles from the top of Bredon Hill and 4 ¼ miles from Fish Hill.  Both of these developments which have large landscape impacts and I would have expected the Bredon Hill Conservation Group to take a view on the latter.  There is also currently an application for a still larger solar farm at Defford Aerodrome which will cover 104 ha (257 acres) and which is of course much closer to Bredon Hill.

7. Planning:
W/14/01924 – Ashton Under Hill Cricket club

W/14/01444 – Yew Tree House
8. Finance
8.1   Cricket Club

8.2   Social Club
9. Correspondence for Information: To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting. (OR a list of items will be available at the meeting.)

10. Clerk’s report on Urgent Decisions since the last meeting.
11. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda: Councillors may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 
12. Date of next meeting: To confirm the date of the next meeting 10th November 2014
Signed

Michelle English
Clerk to Ashton under Hill Parish Council

8TH August 2014
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