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Grimley Parish Council

clerkgrimleypc@gmail.com
Clerk:
Mrs Lisa Stevens
9 The Limes



Kempsey
Tel:

01905 820956
Worcester



WR5 3LG

Tuesday 18th October 2016
Dear Councillor,
Notice is hereby given that a Meeting of Grimley Parish Council will be held on Monday, 24th October 2016 at 7.30pm in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green when the business set out in the agenda below will be transacted.  Your attendance at the meeting is requested.

Yours faithfully, Lisa Stevens, Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer

The press and public are also cordially invited to attend this meeting
to address the Parish Council on matters concerning the Parish (at the allotted point in the agenda), observe proceedings or to inspect draft minutes of previous meetings.
Agenda 

	1
	To consider any apologies for absence.


	2
	Declarations of interest.
a. Register of interests: To note any updates received.
· To note that the updated register of interests has been published on the Malvern Hills DC website: http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/grimley 
· The above link has also been provided via the Grimley Parish webpage on the WCC service: http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish
b.   To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relevant to the agenda.
c.   To declare any Other Disclosable Interests relevant to the agenda. 

d.   To declare any additions to the Register of Gifts & Hospitality.
e.   To consider written requests from Councillors for the Parish Council to grant a
       Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011). Motion to approve requests.
f.   To note that the registers of interests for two Members are outstanding on the MHDC website and that the Clerk is resolving this issue.

Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests. Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or any Other Disclosable Interest (falling within terms of paragraph 12(4)(b) of the Code of Conduct), must leave the room for the relevant items unless a dispensation has been requested/granted. 



	3
	Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.
a. 19th September 2016 – Grimley Parish Council

	4
	Public question time.
Standing orders to be suspended to allow the public present to address the Parish Council on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Residents are invited to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration. This item to be limited at the discretion of the Chair.
Please note: This may be the only opportunity for members of the public to address the Parish Council, at the discretion of the Chair. Members of the public may not take part in the Parish Council meeting itself, unless specifically invited to do so by the Chair. This period is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes may be appended to the minutes as an aide memoire. Correspondence send to the Parish Council will not be read out in lieu of attendance. Such correspondence will be respectfully noted and dealt with as necessary.

	5.
	To Receive the Report of the Police Officer– by email where no representative is available.

(Items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting)



	6.
	To Receive the Report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove.

(Items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting)


	7.
	To Receive the Report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke

(Items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting)


	8.
	Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications
a. 16/01242/PDU Prior approval for a proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house. The Farmhouse, Holywards Farm, Moseley Road, Hallow, Worcestershire, WR2 6NL. Planning Officer James Herd, 01684 862439 
– to note that the District Council will not be taking public/parish council comments on this PDU, but will be assessing this application based on criteria from Part3 Class Q of the General Permitted Development Order.


	9.
	Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. To note the results of the Environment Agency inspections into illegal waste dumping at Monkwood Green.
b. To note progress with dredging pond near to the Fox Inn.

c. To discuss progress with grazing contract.

d. To discuss and receive an update on planned maintenance works.

e. Motion to thank Emma Guise, resident of Monkwood Green, for the donation towards safety equipment for Monkwood volunteers.



	10.
	Grimley Village – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. To receive an update on investigations into flooding in Grimley village.
b. Update on progress with bollards in Grimley approach road.



	11.
	Sinton Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. To note progress with ditch clearance at the New Inn and adjacent properties.

	12.
	Parish wide facilities and events -To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. Royal British Legion – Commemoration of centenary of 1st World War. Motion to donate £19.16 towards poppy memorial to be displayed at the Menin Gate, Flanders Fields.


	13.
	Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. Community speed watch scheme – to scope whether there is a need and the way forward.
b. To note that the slippery footpath outside Windy Ridge (drive entrance way) has been reported to Hallow PC, asking their Lengthsman to remove the debris.
c. To note an intended closure of public footpath (GM-600 Grimley & HT-536 Holt) 6 months from 17th November, to allow quarry site land restoration.

	14.
	Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. Peace Hall Management Committee.
b. Tarmac Quarry Liaison Committee 
i. To note and discuss recent footage of the quality of restoration at the quarry sites. Report and progress by Cllr Stanley.

c. Grimley Smaller Charities.


	15.
	General Finance.
Members of the public are reminded that they may request that standing orders be suspended and that items be opened for general discussion – at the discretion of the Chair.

a. The 2017/18 Local Government Finance Settlement - Technical Consultation Paper September 2016. Deadline 28th October.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-finance-settlement-2017-to-2018-technical-consultation
i.   General discussion on Parish Council response to the above Government consultation (22 September) on Financial Settlements and whether referendum principles should be applied to some or all parish and town councils and, by extension whether a cap should be imposed on Parish Council abilities to raise the annual precept
*.
ii.  Motion to write to Member of Parliament about the proposals utilising model letter circulated by CALC. 
iii.  General discussion on whether a capped ability to raise additional funds through council tax would affect Parish Council ability to continue management of parish council assets, including Monkwood Green Common and SSSI.
 NB. No decisions will be made without full future public consultation.
b. Application for funding (NALC Transparency Fund) towards the costs of complying with the Transparency Code. Motion to approve the previously circulated application form.

c. DRAFT PRECEPT & BUDGET 2017/2018 – general drafting discussion only.
d. To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.
e. To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation (September).
f. To receive and motion to accept the Quarterly (Q2) financial report.
g. To approve the intention of creating a procurement template, including a standard list of companies to approach for tenders.

NB. List of regular contractors – any person interested in undertaking work for Grimley Parish Council can apply to the Clerk to be placed on the Preferred Supplier’s list. Contractors on this list will be contacted to quote for future appropriate work. All types of work considered. References/public liability certificates may be appropriate/required.
h. Emergency item – Motion to approve and to take advantage of a Warwickshire CALC offer to purchase the 10th Edition of Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration for a discounted price of £76.50 (including postage). Order number GPC201636 if approved by Members.

	16.
	Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise future items.
a. General items for attention of Lengthsman.


	17.
	Correspondence  not dealt with elsewhere - To note and discuss as required correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.
a. WCC Winter Services Newsletter October 2016

b. Recycling information from WCC – this information has been displayed on parish noticeboards.

c. Speeding in Monkwood Green leaflet – will be distributed to residents shortly
d. Updated Parish council details published on the following website: www.standbrook-guides.com/thingstodo
e. Duckworth Worcestershire Trust, thank you letter for donation of £396.00 to replace stolen equipment and towards a generator, enabling them to work in more remote locations.

f. Anonymous and undated letter from person reporting to be outside parish, regarding the untidy state of hedges in Grimley village, received 20/10/16.
g. Email from Grimley village resident, Mel Weston, regarding presence of Japanese knotweed on the quarry boundaries. To note that the Liaison Committee has also received this information and has been requested by the Mrs Weston to dispose of it appropriately and in accordance with Natural England’s guidelines.

h. Ball Mill Liaison Committee Meeting Minutes 18th October 2016 – will be put on Grimley village parish noticeboard asap.


	18.
	Dates for diary.
a. CALC AGM & Parish Conference, County Hall Worcester, Wednesday 26th October. 6pm. Cllr Marsh to attend.
b. Clerk financial training, provided by WCALC, 31st October. Clerk to attend.
c. Clerks gathering and networking, hosted by WCALC, 3rd November. Clerk to attend.
d. Precept and Budget Management, CALC, Tuesday 22nd November 2016, 7.00pm-9.00pm, County Hall, Worcester. Clerk to attend.  Cllrs who wish to attend? £25.00 per attendee.


	19.
	Date of Next Scheduled Meeting.

Monday 21st November, 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.
The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.



Appendix 1: Items for payment. 
	Duckworth Worcestershire Trust
	Invoice 665-16. One day’s labour on Monkwood Green for strimming, plus training of volunteers, plus loan of equipment. Our Ref GPC201630.
	96.00
	VAT 16.00

	Mike Johnson
	Invoice 2379. Cutting and baling Monkwood Green. Our Ref GPC201626.
	1296.00
	VAT 216.00

	Mike Johnson
	Invoice 2381. Scrub clearance Monkwood Green. Our Ref GPC201627.
	168.00
	VAT 28.00

	Grant Thornton UK LLP
	External Audit: Our Ref: GPC201620

Invoice expected 17th October 2016

Item removed, as invoice has been delayed/recalled. To be added to next month agenda for payment.
	120.00
	VAT 20.00

	Lisa Stevens

	Clerk wages [September] (£350.08) plus 1 month expenses £59.28.
	409.36
	VAT 0.80


Glossary of Terms

a. “To consider” is used to identify an issue requiring a decision by the Parish Council.

b. “Motion” is the term used to describe where a full, public vote is required of Cllrs once a discussion has taken place and once a decision has been made on an item.
c. “Motion to approve/accept” is used to identify those issues requiring a full, public vote by Cllrs in order to accept that item.

d. “Standing Orders” are the rules for the routine conduct of council business and set out the procedures for meetings. Standing Orders are suspended in order to allow members of the public to address the Parish Council at a meeting.
e. Quorum - By law there must be a quorum of councillors (a sufficient number of councillors) present at the meeting in order for it to take place. For Grimley Parish Council this is three councillors.
� *The precept is that portion of the overall district council tax, paid by residents, that is provided to Parish Councils – in the case of Grimley PC for 2016/17 this was £55.74 p.a. for a band D property. Under these proposals some or all parish councils would be prevented from increasing council tax by more than 2% p.a (approx an additional £1.11 p.a. per band D property) without triggering a referendum. At parish level the cost of a referendum is disproportionate to the council tax increase (£3 per Band D property to ask residents whether to spend just over £1). 





� For example, current annual Parish Council expenditure on maintaining Monkwood Green Common and SSSI often exceeds £4000 p.a., which is approx. 1/3 of the entire annual parish council budget.






