ROUS LENCH PARISH COUNCIL.
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DRAFT

 



	Draft minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th May 2019 at 8.40 pm
in Rous Lench Village Hall.


	Present:
	Cllrs. Mr. Browne, Mrs. Wicks, Mrs Newton, Mrs Checkley and Mr. Hughes.

In attendance: Miss H. Robinson (Clerk), District Councillors Mr Wilkinson and Mrs Steele and County Cllr Hopkins.


	01/19
	Election of Chairman: Proposed, seconded and agreed that Cllr. Mr. Browne be elected as Chairman for the ensuing year.  Declaration of Acceptance of Office duly signed.


	02/19
	Apologies:  none


	03/19
	Election of Vice-Chairman and Deputy Vice Chairman:  Proposed, seconded and agreed that Cllr. Mrs Newton be elected as Vice-Chairman and Cllr Hughes as Deputy Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. Declarations of Acceptance of Office duly signed.


	04/19
	Declarations of Interest:  None declared. Councillors reminded of the need to update their register of interests.


	05/19
	Dispensations: Nil received.


	06/19
	Co-option:  no applications received.  Posts to be re-advertised.


	07/19
	Annual business as per Standing Orders:
1. Delegation arrangements to the Clerk and terms and conditions of the Staffing and Finance Working Group reviewed and adopted with no changes. Cllrs. Mr. Browne, Mrs Newton and Mr Hughes appointed to the Working Group along with the Chairman.
2. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations reviewed and adopted – the Standing Orders need to be reviewed at the next council meeting. 
3. Inventory of assets and risk assessment reviewed and adopted. Defibrillator added to assets list. Action: look at Risk assessment next meeting – including tree works. 
4. Quotes received for insurance cover considered.  Resolved to accept the quote of £333.60 From Zurich for the year. 
5. Resolved to pay the annual subscription of £200.64 to Worcestershire CALC. 
6. Review of appointments/representation to external bodies:

a) Wychavon CALC representatives – agreed Cllrs. Mr. Browne and Mrs Checkley.


	08/19
	County, District Cllr. and Police reports:  see Annual Parish meeting minutes.  


	Public Question time: see appended notes. 


	09/19
	Minutes: resolved to adopt the minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on 18.03.19 


	10/19
	Clerk’s report: 
Parish Lengthsman – agreement between Worcestershire County Council and the Parish Council signed for 2018-19. Budget £2040.78
New Homes Bonus – currently available £690. Need to pick this up in the next month – perhaps to use it for buying Smart Water? Action: Clerk to check costings to see how much Smart Water is. Also check which residents are interested (via a flyer). Cllr Newton to pull together questions for flyer.
The Chairman added (on behalf of the Heritage Project Committee) who will be looking to apply for a Community Legacy Grant and will need help from the Parish Council putting the application together.


	11/19
	Reports from representatives. None.


	12/19
	Financial matters.

	.1
	The Independent Internal Auditor’s report was noted.  No issues raised. 

	.2
	Resolved to approve the accounts year ending 31.03.19.

	.3
	Resolved to adopt the Statement of Internal Control and Annual Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control.

	.4
	It was Resolved to approve documents for the external auditor:

a) Annual Governance Statement (Section 1).

b) Statement of Accounts (Section 2)
c) Certificate of Exemption (Part 2)

	.5
	Resolved to add Cllrs Mr Browne and Mr Hughes as bank signatories. 

	.6
	Resolved to authorise payments as listed; and bank reconciliation to 07.05.19. 


	13/19
	Thanks to Councillors stepping down - 

	
	The Chairman gave Councillors Dudley, White and Davis a huge thanks for all their contributions to the Parish Council over the years.


	14/19
	Rous Lench and Radford Parish Matters for discussion or decision:  
a) Historic Post boxes - Clerk has contacted District Council. A Conservation Officer can come out to ascertain and advise on work needed on the post boxes. Action: Clerk needs to complete a form and arrange a meeting.
b) Beltane Bash - covered in the public question time.
c) Smart water – covered under Clerk’s Report
d) Neighbourhood development plan update - none
e) Vehicle activated sign – Chris Dudley, working with John Whitfield – one VAS sign to be purchased. They have located two possible positions - alternating. Approach to Rous Lench from Radford direction and the other position is on the approach to Rous Lench from Court Hill.


	15/19
	Planning.

	
	Correspondence received from the Planning Authority noted:
a) Appeal decision notice APP/H1840/W/18/3202796 -Farriers Barn, Ab Lench Road, Wr11 4UW – went against the applicant. Action: Chairman to speak to applicant to check that the parish council has covered every base.
A suggestion was made that there could be a review of the boundaries of the conservation area. There were questions around what this would involve and benefits of doing so. It was felt that this would fit in with a parish plan/neighbourhood plan if the village was so minded doing so.

b) 19/00458/CU update on The Caravan, Radford Road - Councillor Wilkinson said that it was still being considered by the district officers. The officers have asked for further information to clarify various points that have been raised. 
The question was raised asking as to if there was further information submitted – would residents be consulted on this? The district planning committee will read the presenting officer’s report, reasons for approval and background of permission to grant. There were concerns that for objectors - this may be the 1st time they heard some of the new information added, which they were not consulted on. 
a) 19/01105/CLE 4 Alcester Road, WR7 4LS -Application for a Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) for use of cabin as residential accommodation. The council is happy to support the development that falls within permitted development rules.


	16/19
	Parish Cllrs. report and items for future agendas: Risk Assessment (Tree works), Standing Order update, Beltane Bash update, update on 19/00458/CU The Caravan, Vehicle Activated Sign and Smart Water.


	17/19
	Future meeting dates: it was resolved to accept the following timetable of future meeting dates: 2019: 15th July, 23rd September, 25th of November. 2020 – 27th January,  23rd March and 18 th May.


Meeting closed at 9:45pm
​​​​
Appendix 1 Minute No: 12/19.6
Payments authorised for payment to 20th May 2019
[image: image1.png]Cha. No._|Payee. Details Net | VAT [TOTAL
100657 lohn Whitfield petrol for mower 2500 |000| 2500
100685P skeys lengthsman-feb to March'1s. 41250 | 000 | 41250
100689 Miss H. Robinson [salary & expenses 40333 000 [ 403.33]
100690]Lloyd Wing Heritage Centre 250.00[ 0.00 | 250.00)
100691 ain Selkirk [Internal audit services 5000[ 000 | 80.00)
100692|Wores CALC [caLC subs membership-annual 170.12[30552| 200.64]
100693|zurich Insurance [imsurance cover 33060 0.00 [ 333060
100694 |Information Commissioner _|1CO membership 4000{ 000 | 2000





Appendix 2: Public Question Time (15 members of the public)
a) Beltane Bash – took place 3/4/5 May 2019=
Public Right of Way (PROW) - Members of the public have contacted the County Cllr showing the problems they experienced including stakes to tether horses that are on the Wychavon way. It has been 3 weeks since the event and it is reported that these tethers are still in place and the organisers are still on the field. It is felt PROW Team at WCC are not accepting there is a problem.
Action: County Cllr will ask PROW team to come and have a further look – he will inform the PROW Team at WCC that the public are not happy with their response. 
The County Councillor is keen to be aware of any issues that have been experienced so that an informed decision can be made as to whether there should be any further events.
If there is an issue with the Temporary Event Notice (TEN) – Wychavon DC cannot refuse it unless there are grounds from the Environment Team or the Police. There are conditions as part of the TEN so if these conditions have not been met, then that should be tackled.
Conditions were set out by the Police, but it was reported that the Police would not share these with the public. This would then make it difficult for public to comment to say if there had been breaches.
It was felt that action must be taken to drive a decision as to whether this should happen again rather that in response to the next TEN. 
The Police/Environment Team have only 5 days from being put on notice of the TEN to make any objections. Considering it is 3 weeks into correspondence with various authorities and some responses have not been received, 5 days was felt not to be enough.
SIA registered security (part of TEN conditions) – were they a condition? SIA security requires Registration numbers of staff whereas observation was that security was offered by applicants’ family and event organisers
Noise - Monitoring noise and attendance numbers etc – not sure that this has happened? Did noise equipment go out to take measurements? Without noise measurements any complaints are subjective.  What were numbers? What were noise readings? Public not been informed. 
Planning Permission - needs planning permission for more than 3 caravans – was this raised? WDC Legal Team have said that this was not considered expedient as caravans would have disappeared after event. Are they (the caravans) still there? Yes. Condition of further TEN to get correct permissions. Additional caravans have come. What action should have been taken when put on notice?
District Cllr David Wilkinson has contacted the Chief executive and Heads of service at Wychavon District Council about many of the issues.
Action: Parish Council requested that all issues raised need to be collated in support of any PC communication asking that these can be considered if another TEN is received. 
It was felt by the public that all issues must be responded to, some are outstanding. 
b) 19/00458/CU The Caravan, Radford Road - Councillor Wilkinson said that it was still being
considered by the Wychavon district officers. The officers have asked for further information to clarify various points that have been raised. 
The question was raised asking as to if there was further new information submitted – would residents be consulted on this? The District Planning Committee will read the presenting officer’s report, reasons for approval and background of permission to grant. There were concerns that for objectors - this may be the 1st time they heard some of the new information added, which they were not consulted on. 
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