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Honeybourne Parish Council 
[bookmark: _Hlk34934247][bookmark: _Hlk37495951]
Report of Parish Council Business from March 12th to May 16th 2020
All business was reported by email and discharged under the Clerk’s delegated powers due to the Covid-19 Virus government lock down regulations preventing any meetings taking place. 
The following Councillors were informed of all business matters
Cllrs. Graham Clelland (Chairman), Cathryn Steward, Colin Clear, Chris Gear, Andy Attridge, Sylvia Matthews, Trevor Askew, Heath Jobes, Graham Taylor, Jonathan Barnes, and Matt Henson

265. Disclosures of Interests
 To declare and disclose any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items of business and to declare any other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature, if necessary.
Disclosable Pecuniary; None 
Other Interests: None 

Ward Members Report are appended to these minutes when available.

266. [bookmark: _Hlk24724953]Minutes:  Minutes and reports are circulated to all members for information and will be formally considered and agreed at the next formal council meeting in public

267. Planning Other: 
a. 20/00430/HP The Roost, 1 Manor Farm Barns, Stratford Road, Description of Proposal: Replacement of patio door with bi-fold door Applicant: Mrs Anne Sykes
The Council has no objection or comment on the application. 

b. Recreation Field container planning enforcement: The WDC planning enforcement office Mr Jack Allen has confirmed that the container sited on the Recreation Field has permitted development rights and therefore no formal planning application is required for its siting. The neighbour to the site has been informed of the officer’s decision. Matter resolved   

c. Land to the rear of Harvard Avenue: The developers of the land have suspended any options to meet with the Parish Council and may consider lodging an outline planning application in the near future, no application details have been received as of April 15th  

268. Neighbourhood Development Plan: NDP
a.  Following the NDP successful referendum Brodie Planning issued their invoice for the final 50% of Stage 3 Examination, and the total amount for Stage 4: Post Examination which is now completed. Payment was made in accordance with the contracted services. 

269. Finance:   
a. In consideration of the agreed budgetary payments required to the paid in April  the Clerk circulated cheques for signing by two councillors for monthly payments, the procedure was carried out to be compliant with the ongoing Covid-19 Virus government lock down regulations preventing any meeting taking place. The Clerk initiated urgent delegated powers to make the payments for all due budgetary payments. The Chairman and Vice chairman agreed to the initiation and all councillors were informed of the payments and offered their support. 
b. The following payments were made by cheque on April 2nd and authorised by the Chairman and Vice Chairman, all payments made after April 2nd will be reported in the May business report 


	
	Payments Authorised 
	
	
	

	Cheque
	
	
	Gross  
	Net

	Number
	Payee
	Details 
	Payment 
	Payment

	1921
	Building & Plumbing Supplies 
	Pavilion maintenance 
	14.09
	11.74

	1921
	Building & Plumbing Supplies 
	Credit for door hooks 
	-5.78
	-4.82

	1922
	Brodie Planning 
	NDP Stage 3 Payment 
	2335.20
	1946.00

	1923
	Worcestershire county council
	Legal Fees Leys Lease 
	640.00
	640.00

	1924
	E-on
	Streetlight maintenance # 38
	158.40
	132.00

	1925
	John Hyde 
	Lengthsman Works 
	88.10
	88.10

	1925
	John Hyde 
	Handyman Works 
	109.10
	109.10

	1926
	Worcestershire CALC
	CALC and NALC Fees 
	1095.18
	932.43

	1927
	Limebridge RS
	Amenity maintenance contract 
	1578.00
	1315.00

	1928
	J Stedman
	Clerks salary and expenses 
	***
	***

	1929
	HMRC
	PAYE and Council NIC
	1149.87
	1149.87




c. PKF Littlejohn has confirmed the end of year statutory date for the finance audit requirements and public inspection of the accounts is extended to September 30th due to the Covid-19 Virus regulations.
d.  A formal grant request to support the village newsletter publication has been received and the applicant has agreed to wait until mid-May for a consideration of the grant by the council

270. New play equipment  
a. The scheduled March 21st public presentation of the Leys play equipment project was suspended until further notice due to the Covid-19 Virus regulations.
b. Eibe requested an update on the play equipment project, Clerk confirmed the current situation and will keep them informed of progress. 

271. The Leys and Recreation Field  
a. In compliance with Covid-19 Virus regulations all the play equipment on The Leys and Recreation Field has been put out of use by taping off the equipment and notices placed on the sites informing the public of the closure under the Covid-19 Virus regulation.
b. Leys playing field lease: Worcestershire County Council has confirmed the Parish Council’s new Lease has now been registered at the Land Registry. The legal fees of £640 has been paid to the County Council in the April payments
 
272. Pavilion Matters 
a.  Cllr Matt Henson reported he has reinstalled the carpet inside the patio doors and fully cleaned the kitchen area. The Pavilion is now closed.
273.  Council and Community Matters 
a. Parish Games are cancelled until July when the Covid-19 Virus situation will be reviewed
b. The Frontage of 22 Fernihough Avenue: Having reported this matter raised at the March council meeting a WDC enforcement officer visited 22 Fernihough Avenue on Tuesday 17th March and reported the parked vehicles do not have a significant detrimental impact on the amenity of the area when viewed from various public vantage points to warrant pursuing further by the issuance of a notice under section 215 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Matter resolved
c. Grove Avenue Rat Infestation: Having received complaints regarding rat infestations at properties in Grove Avenue the Clerk informed the environmental officers at the Worcestershire Regulatory Service who confirmed the problem is a planning enforcement matter. Having reported the matter to WDC they responded to say their activities are curtailed at the moment due to COVID19 restrictions. The officer did visit the site visit and reported that unfortunately their powers do not extend to deal with overgrown gardens, but they will establish ownership details and write to them to see if this prompts a response. Furthermore, if residents continue to experience problems with rats /mice then they will need to invoke either their own treatments or employ a contractor.
Having informed all councillors of the situation it was a consideration that the matter should be reviewed again in a months’ time to allow for letters to be sent an responses received. 
d. Land at Perrie Drive: having pursued the new landowners of the verges in Perrie Drive an email address was issued by the conveyancing solicitors and contact made requesting information on the maintenance of the grass verges. The new owner confirmed maintenance measures will be put in place.  

e. SDL works at the airfield: A complaint has been received on Good Friday from a resident of The Green regarding noise from the airfield which is reported to becoming constant. The complaint was forwarded to Cllr Thomas Havemann-Mart who carried out an onsite inspection and reported the site was operational, but the noise level was very minimal, and the operations were compliant with the planning permission for the site. A letter was returned to the complainant confirming the current situation. 
No further actions are required at this time
   
f. Community Support Group: a payment of £302.48 was made to the group to reimburse the purchase of 150 hand sanitiser for the group’s volunteers and recipients of goods, the payment was made under the Clerks delegated urgent expenditure policy and confirmed by several members. The cheque No 1930 was made payable to Honeybourne Harriers Football Club as they made the purchase of the goods.  

g. Spar Shop Defibrillator:  Cllr Heath Jobes has investigate and reported that no one is responsible to check the Defibrillator at the Spar Shop: 
Heath reported : - 
“I spoke to Sam the other day, he allowed the defib to be positioned at the shop but they’re not responsible for the maintenance etc on it.  He's not sure if it's ever been maintained. Sam has no objection to HPC taking over the responsibility of it”. 


274. Village Hall: 
a. The chairman has reported that the Community Centre building works has been suspended due to Covid 19 restrictions.

b. The Village Hall Chairman made a request for the outstanding grant payment of £50k from the Parish Council to support the Community Centre build project. As this funding was fully agreed at the April 2019 council meeting members endorsed the payment.  Having raised the cheque, the Clerk reported it could not be issued as the bank had suspended the service to transfer account funds due to Covid 19 restrictions. The transfer is needed to enable the treasure account to have sufficient funds. The payment will be made when the account has the required funds available.    



275. [bookmark: _Hlk501015980][bookmark: _Hlk484505849]  Highways: matters reported
a. Five-day Road closure notice for Mickleton lane issued on March 13th and circulated to the E-news group including members
b. Five-day Road closure notice for Bretforton Road issued on April 14th and circulated to the E-news group including members
c. Worcestershire County Council confirmed the Lengthsman scheme is suspended due to COVID19 restrictions
d. Worcestershire County Council confirmed the Lengthsman funding for 2020-21 is £2,072 same as last year 
e. The mowing of the verge outside Pipistrelle Barn High Street, it was confirmed to a resident that the verge is now included in the mowing contract and will be mown when the amenity mowing is carried out.  

276. Mowing contract 
a.  Mowing the Recreation Fields and cemetery was carried out in March and early April. As the lockdown has now been enforced 50% of the mowing contractors crew are on furlough, the remaining crew are trying to keep going with only essential works and the recreation fields and cemetery will be mown when possible but strimming and small areas may not be cut due the crew shortages. 

277. Handyman & Lengthsman matters 	
a. The VAS has been put into storage while the Covid-19 Virus regulation are in place and the Lengthsman is suspended 

b. The Handyman has been requested to reinstate a PROW way marker post at the rear of the Fancutts site off High Street

c.  The Handyman has emptied the litter bins on the Recreation Field and checked the play equipment restriction and notices are still in place 

d. The Handyman has checked the two Parish Council Defibrillator and reported they are OK

e. The Handyman reported a broken window in the Defibrillator kiosk on High Street, Clerk will order a new windowpane for fitting 

278. Public Rights of Way (PROW): 
a. PROW  514(c) off High Street requires a new 3” way marker post, this can be sourced when supplies are available.
[bookmark: _Hlk519320249]
279. Allotments 
a. Kevin Gisborne reported almost all rents are paid and he is holding £100 while waiting for the final rents to be received. He recently paid £100 and then a further £460 rent money paid as a bank transfer to the Parish Council account. Some new tenants will be taking up plots in April, but several plots are still vacant.   





280. Cemetery: Reports 
a. Grave memorial approved for the late Ronald Sillence. Clerk confirmed it cannot be installed until September to be compliant with cemetery regulation, fees all paid. 
Resolved    

b. The purchase of graves 93A and 94A by John James of Bretforton 

c. The interment of T/L Mrs James of Bretforton in grave 93A – all non-parishioner fees paid



281. Matters Raised by Members for the next meeting agenda – 

a. [bookmark: _Hlk40806743]A request to hold a 24-hour charity football event in support of the MIND charity to be staged in August with floodlights operating at night – still to be approved 

282. Meeting Dates: 
a. The next formal meeting to be arranged by video link if deemed necessary or in public when the Covid-19 Virus regulation allow 




Chairman   					   	Date 				






