STONE PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT 2011 - 2012

Introduction
I am pleased to send you a copy of the Council’s Annual Report for the last financial year.  This sets out briefly what we achieved during the year and how we spent your money.
This has been a busy year for the Parish Council and we have been able to show some tangible results for our efforts to achieve progress.

Important implications for Parish Councils emerge from the Localities Act and new planning legislation with greater community involvement in the decision-making process.   Precisely how this will be implemented is still to be finalised but we await, with great interest, this further clarification of the respective involvement of the Parish Council, its residents and its future interaction with the District Council

Travellers Sites
It was proposed that the Stone sale venue be a site for travellers.   At a large meeting held at the Civic Centre, I was allowed to put our case that this site was totally unsuitable; fortunately the District Council agreed and the site was removed from the list.
Road Safety
Site meetings were held with the Police and Highway Agencies and it was agreed that the Vehicle Activated Sign would be sited, rotating every two weeks, at the bend at the bottom of Stone Hill on the A448 and at the beginning of the 30mph area at each end of Stanklyn Lane.   Thanks are due to Cllr. John Jordan for his work in this area.
Lane Repairs
After continual pressure and site meetings with District Cllr. Clee, resurfacing of Butts and Barrs Lane together with the lanes around Shenstone have been carried out.    Work is also due to take place on Heath Lane near the Muslim College in the future.

Loss of Stone Parish Room as Stone Polling Station
The use was removed by Wyre Forest District Council in 2011.  57% of our 458 
voters, voted at Stone in 2010 but only 37% in Chaddesley Corbett in 2011.    
 We have protested very strongly and I was allowed to address the Wyre Forest 
District Council meeting  on the subject in February 2012  to request the reversal of 
this decision.   We regard the reasons for closure, namely the two steps into the Parish 
Room and an hourly bus service to Chaddesley Corbett is ridiculous.   There are more 
steps on to the bus to be surmounted and the timings require a voter to be in 
Chaddesley Corbett for over an hour.     Our letter to the  Wyre Forest District 
Council to remedy this injustice has been answered with a refusal to reverse this decision.  It is particularly disappointing that our County Cllr. Steven Clee and our District Cllr. Stephen Williams are actively opposed to us keeping our Polling Station.
Queens Diamond Jubilee
After widespread consultation the most useful and appreciated action would be the installation of a pair of gates at the entrance to the graveyard on Butts Lane with a commemorative plaque.    The gates have kindly been donated by Cllr. Malcolm Gough.
Lengthsman’s Scheme
The sum of £2,088 was received from Worcestershire County Council for this purpose, and the scheme continues to be a great success.   Our thanks go to Bill Waldron for his hard work.

Public Footpaths
The footpaths continue to be in generally good condition, and are supervised by our Parish Paths Warden, Glyn Walters.   Our thanks to him for his continued excellent work.

St. Mary’s Church
A Grant of £720 was given to the church for churchyard maintenance, and this has been much appreciated.

Finance

The Parish Council’s main source of income is the precept, and I am pleased to announce that due to careful spending and budgeting the Parish Council has not increased the precept for two years which remains at £6,500 for 2011/2012.  The main areas of spending and income  are set out in the table below.
PAYMENTS

Clerk’s salary
£2,862.36

P AYE
£678.00

Clerk’s expenses
£614.58

Lengthsman
£2,089.50

CALC Subscription
£190.05

Bank Charges
£12.18

Audit Fees
£185.00

Insurance
£632.81

Postage
£64.68

Trestle table
£41.40

Stationery Costs
£51.78

Repairs
£65.00

WFDC Election costs
£34.95

Churchyard Grant
£720.00

VAS Hire
£100.00

VAT payments
£80.47

£8,422.76
RECEIPTS
Precept
£5,850.00

S136 Precept
£1,300.00

Churchyard Grant
£720.00

Lengthsman
£2,403.25

Interest
0.80

Contribution to shelter repair
£30.00

VAT Refund
£80.47



£10,471.71
Meetings

The Council will continue to represent residents of the Parish in the best way possible                 and you are always most welcome to come to our meetings and give us your views and comments on what we are doing.    Meetings take place at 7.30 pm on the following dates:-

	Tuesday 10th July 2012
	Parish Room Stone



	Tuesday 11th September 2012
	Parish Room Stone



	Tuesday 13th November 2012
	Wing Room, Stone Manor Hotel



	Tuesday 8th January 2013
	Wing Room, Stone Manor Hotel



	Tuesday 12th March 2013

	Wing Room, Stone Manor Hotel

Annual Parish Meeting

	Tuesday 14th May 2013







	Parish Room, Stone

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council


Communication
Agendas and Minutes of Council meetings can be found on the Parish Council web site:  http:/www.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish, together with local information.    We have the ability to upload photographs and also announce any events that are taking place.   Please send your details to the Parish Clerk if you would  like to announce an event    Please contact the Parish Clerk if you would like to receive this Annual Report and Minutes of Council meetings electronically.
Information is also placed on the six Notice boards around the Parish.

Conclusion
We have tried during this period to advance the welfare of our Parish and I am most grateful to the wholehearted efforts of my fellow Parish Councillors, Sue Bamford our most efficient and conscientious clerk, our Lengthsman, Bill Waldron and Foot paths Warden, Glyn Walters.

We also welcome Graham Higgs of Mustow Green and Malcolm Gough from Stanklyn Lane who have come forward to fill the two vacancies as our Parish Councillors.

We meet every two months and we enthusiastically welcome the attendance of members of the Parish at these meetings.

James Arbuthnott

Chairman 2011 – 2012
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