HAMPTON LOVETT AND WESTWOOD PARISH COUNCIL

WORCESTERSHIRE

REPORT ON THE FIRST PUBLIC PARISH PLAN MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 5TH JUNE 2008  

On Thursday 5th June 2008 the Parish Council held the first Public Meeting to discuss with the residents of the Parishes the need for a Parish Plan and was a follow up to the previous documentation that was delivered to all the households in the Parishes to start the process to ensure that we have a Parish Plan.

The Chairman of Hampton Lovett and Westwood Parish Council opened the meeting by addressing the residents by asking the question “Why do we need a Parish Plan?” 

Mr Crow continued by stating that in the past the District Council and County Council had produced documents called “Structure Plans” and these were for a 10 year period. The latest runs from 2001 to 20011. Once these plans had been formulated into the Government’s overall plan for the country they formed part of the legal framework for the future development of the area.

In recent years the government has looked to broaden this activity by having regional government called RDAs. These Regional Development Associations are Quangos which the government hopes to set up in order to co-ordinate regional development. In our particular area the West Midlands RDA stretches from Telford to Gloucester. As you can easily see that a committee operating across such a huge area involving Housing, Employment, Security, Education, etc, will find it very difficult to appreciate the needs of the residents of a mid- Worcestershire Parish of Hampton Lovett and Westwood. Mr Crow continued by stating that the RDAs have been instructed by the government to take notice of local needs and feelings when bringing into operation their overall plan. How then can the Parish of Hampton Lovett and Westwood get its views across to such a large diverse and powerful committee?

“BY US PRESENTING THEM WITH A GLOSSY WELL PREPARED, WELL THOUGHT OUT, COLOURED BROCHURE IDENTIFING THE NEEDS, WANTS, AND DESIRES OF THE PARISH OVER THE NEXT 20 YEARS.” 
If there is no Parish Plan put forward to the RDA there will be no registered instruction for the Regional Development Authority to take notice of. The RDA, unrestrained, will be under the impression that they can do anything they want in our area. 
The Chairman gave the example of the current structure plan for North Worcestershire which had identified the need of 32,000 houses over the next 10 years. This had been produced taking into account the current and proposed infra-structure over this period and what all the full time officials within the County Council felt was a sustainable way forward. The document has been returned from the government with the comment that it will not be accepted and entered into the total plan unless there are 68,000 houses and one eco-friendly town as well. What are the implications of this on the lives of the people living in our area?
“THE PARISH PLAN IS THE TOOL FOR MAKING OUR THOUGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS HAVE SOME IMPACT ON THOSE WHO ARE STRUGGLING WITH IMPLEMENTING THESE SORTS OF DECISIONS”.
David Nunn, Vice-chairman Hampton Lovett and Westwood Parish Council, asked the question “What would be the best way forward to implement a Parish Plan and have some control of our future and the future of our families?”
He pointed out that our Parish is unique, as indeed, could be said of every Parish. Our Parish’s uniqueness stems from the thousands of acres of land within our boundaries that have been farmed for hundreds of years, from a twelfth-century church, from a Tudor mansion and from the natural wildlife habitat that includes a site of Special Scientific Interest.
As previously stated by the Chairman more and more of the decisions that affect our futures are being made by unelected bodies. This means that we will have no input unless we speak out. 

“OUR COMMUNITY VOICE MUST BE HEARD”
Mr Nunn continued by saying that this evening’s meeting allows us to meet each other and to establish that we are moving in roughly the same direction. The next stage in the process of preparing a Parish Plan is to form a Steering Group. This is not a Parish Council group. The guidelines allow a maximum of only three councillors. Representatives of all sections of the community, geographical and otherwise will be invited to join the Steering Group. The duties of the Steering Group will include consultation within and outside the Parish i.e. with the electors, with local groups and with service providers, the results of any consultation will be feed back to the Steering Group. It is most important that all this work will become printed and published into a Parish Plan which will form part of a database at regional level to assist the planners at Wychavon and Worcestershire County Council.

David Nunn summed up by saying that there are over one hundred and fifty homes in the Parish and three hundred and fifty electors. By doing a Parish Plan the parishioners would create a spirit of community and in doing so make our neighbourhood a better place to live.
“WHEN THE AUTHORITIES MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT OUR PARISH IN THE FUTURE LET US BE SURE THAT THEY ALREADY KNOW WHAT WE THINK AND WANT”.
After a short question and answer session the residents were then asked to make any comments, suggestions, and concerns that they had on the paper provided and to help themselves to an excellent buffet provided by the Parish Councillors.

The meeting ended at 9.30 pm.  
