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Changes on the Parish Council
Cllr David George retired from the council last November and we welcomed by co-option a new councillor Miss Alex Perry who is the lead Councillor on formulating the Neighbourhood Development Plan.
Council Tax / Parish Precept

Because of the economic climate the council kept next years increase down to 2% This increase will help to keep our precept in line with inflation, while supporting funds for the Recreation Field and new Village Hall Developments.
Major developments in the village.

As you are all well aware we have three major housing developments taking place, David Wilson Homes in Station Road (nearly completed except for the children’s play area) Taylor Wimpey in Weston Road and Bovis Homes in Station Road. Also planning has approved 2 small developments in High Street yet to be started. Although we were opposed to most of these developments we now have to make the best of them, at least with the extra residents hopefully the local businesses will see an increase in their turnover.
Another development in the village was the opening of a fish & chip shop next to the village stores which seems to be very welcome by residents and the builders working on the new houses!
These developments do have a silver lining as funding for the Recreation Field development and some for the new Village Hall has been generated by them.
Railway Station Parking

Unfortunately the residents of Stephenson Way have had to put up with inconsiderate parking due to the station having a great increase of passengers this year, however with the help of First Great Western who have supplied no parking signs this has improved the situation but not completely solved it. However there is a possible solution on the horizon with Bovis Homes offering part of the land that was due to have offices as a station overflow car park but this is still in its early stages.
Honeybourne Sports and Recreation Field

As the new housing development are underway we have secured some of the section 106 funding and as a result we have applied for planning permission to create a new entrance, car park and MUGA (multi use games area) and also a small changing room complete with showers and toilets. We were advised that this could all be completed by late July in time for the school holidays but because of delays in the planning process we may not be able to complete until later in the year. However we are hopeful we can proceed with the field drainage, new entrance and car park so that the field can be used for events such as the Honeybourne Village Show in September.
Cont. 
New Village Community Centre
We are very close to obtaining title to the land from Taylor Wimpey and the committee is proceeding to draw up plans etc to be approved. Part of the section 106 money from Bovis Homes will kick start the fund raising required to build the new centre which is estimated to cost in the region of £300.000.
Village Notice Boards

You will have hopefully seen our new notice boards around the village, School Street, Stephenson Way and outside the village stores in Grove Avenue. These were made at H.M.P. Long Lartin to a very high standard.

Village Mowing Contract

Last summer we were having quite a few complaints over the village mowing and general maintenance so we therefore employed a new contractor and they have transformed the way the village now looks especially in the cemetery and churchyard with regular good quality mowing. We also asked them to undertake a thorough pruning programme of shrubs and trees throughout the village and this has made a vast difference to the look of the whole village.

Village News

Since the change to the distribution of the Village News to all residents free of charge it is proving to be a great success and we hope that this has helped parishioners to be kept up to date with all the activities in the village.
The Editor and the team should be congratulated on their achievements.

Vas Sign

We continue to use the Vehicle Activated Speed sign at various points throughout the village and this does seem to be having a good effect in that when WCC installed a speed monitoring device in Station Road for a period of 2 weeks this recorded an average speed of 34 mph which is lower than we expected.

High Speed Broadband

The village is finally now connected to the fibre optic high speed broadband network

This has happened in no small part to the persistence of our District Councillor Alistair Adams and Parish Councillor Peter Brookes in continuous negotiations with B.T.
New Parish Council Term

As you will be aware elections for new councillors will be taking place on 7th May and we have four councillors retiring Brian Johnson, Sylvia Matthews, Ann Simmonds and Peter Brookes who have devoted many valuable years service to the village and we look forward to welcoming new councillors by co-option on to the Parish Council.
