Chairman’s annual report of the Parish Council

The Parish Council met six times over the last year. Particular thanks should go to Lynne East our parish clerk who so efficiently carries out her duties and also advises the Parish Council as to all the relevant standards and regulations. She is painstaking in her diligence to keep accurate records and we do thank her for all her hard work.

Thanks also to Councillors Mitchell, Hudson and Butler for their support and work during the year and also to our newly co- opted Councillor, Sandy Brand. 

We are also very grateful for the support of County Councillor Rob Adams and District Councillor Linda Robinson who although both very  busy with senior positions in their councils, regularly attend our meetings and keep us up to date with District and County issues. 

Other thanks also go to Peter Holpin for continuing to complete the internal audit of the Council’s accounts.

PARISH LENGTHSMAN

This is a fully funded service provided by Wychavon. The lengthsman, is in fact a team of three who regularly visit the village, digging out the grips (the run offs from the road into the ditches), keeping the drains in the ditches clear and tidying up the verges.  Our thanks to the lengthsman and his assistants.

Thanks must go to Councillor Dave Hudson who regularly mows the village green and is looking so attractive with tulips and cowslips.
HIGHWAYS

The speed activated sign which we share with Kington and Dormston has continued to be monitored and to be taken down and put back on a regular basis by Councillor Butler. Councillor Butler gives the Parish Council regular reports and keeps a tally of the number of vehicles registered as exceeding 30 miles an hour past the sign. The readings taken from the sign have shown that an incredibly high number of vehicles are exceeding the speed limit on a regular basis at all times of the day. As a Council we are still convinced that moving the thirty mile an hour sign at the east end of the village to adjacent to the Village sign by Honeybourne  cottage would have a calming effect on traffic  entering  the village from the east. Residents also alerted us to their concerns about the speed of Dudley’s coaches passing through the village. Responding to this, we invited Mr Dudley to our March Parish Council meeting to hear the details of the village’s concerns. Mr Dudley said he regularly reminds his staff about taking care through villages and has a notice in the driver’s room telling them to slow down through villages. Mr Dudley promised to make his drivers aware of the difficulties negotiating through Naunton Beauchamp, where there are three bends and a narrow bridge.

The Community Speed Watch volunteers have been active , monitoring traffic speeds at both ends of the village and have recorded speeding vehicles even when there have been signs out alerting drivers to the speed watch taking place. We do thank all the volunteers and urge more villagers to volunteer as more people are needed to make sure there are regular speed checks.
DONATIONS

Donations have been made to the church to contribute towards the cost of regularly mowing the churchyard which helps to keep this village amenity tidy and attractive. An annual donation is also made to the church for the use of the church for Parish Council meetings and to the Parish magazine.

PLANNING
The council has considered 4 planning applications for house extensions and replacement windows in a listed building, all with no objection from the Council.

There has been no further planning applications for building consent on land at Frogmore Farm. However at the March meeting Liz Holpin, representing WPAG informed the Council that the Environment Agency had made a draft decision to approve an Environmental Permit for 250,000 broiler chickens to be housed in sheds on Frogmore Farm. A consultation period with an opportunity for residents to attend a drop in session was held in April; no final decision has yet been made as regards the permit.

DRAINAGE

Although it has been a wet winter and the fields and the ford have been flooded several times, no village properties have been affected. The Council has continued to monitor the drains at the bridge and these were inspected in November by Highways as promised. The lengthsman has kept the drainage ditches and drain holes clear and has rodded the culvert adjacent to the road in Seaford lane.
FOOTPATHS

Thanks must go to Liz Holpin who has taken over as Footpath Warden. Several modifications have been made to stiles and a gate added.  Also brambles and branches have been cleared from stiles and paths.  
BROADBAND
Residents continue to express their extreme dissatisfaction of the broadband speed in the village. At our March Parish Council meeting we invited Rob Shakespeare, the Contract Manager in charge of the BT roll out scheme for super fast broadband in our area to attend and had his assurance that we would be connected to super fast broad band by September of this year.
