Annual report of District Councillor L Robinson

A report was read out by the clerk to the Parish Council: as your District Councillor I have also been the new Leader of the District Council I am pleased to be able to give you all a brief update from Wychavon for your Annual meeting.

Nearly a year in since the election it has been a successful period of time for us though not without its challenges.

We are working well with the County and its new leader plus the other five districts in Worcs and of course with all our Conservative MPs. and MEPs. Similarly with the Local Enterprise partnership or LEP on whose board I sit as the STH Worcs representative. Their main role is to encourage inward investment and support major infrastructure projects. We are also supporting their World Class Worcs Campaign. Together we have a strong voice for our area and its promotion nationally.

Council

Finally adopted the SWDP this Feb together with Malvern Hills & Worcs. City (9yrs.work –cost £1.3m) 

New strategy for next 5 yrs, People, Place, Prosperity

New 4 yr, Business Plan which will be our Efficiency plan. Our Response to Gov. Grant reductions to avoid service cuts. Grow, Save, Charge

Already reduced our 2019/20 budget by £4 million

Need to find a further £1 million per year by 2020/21 through:

Efficiency savings of


£125,000

Business Rates 


£250,000

Joint waste procurement 

£200,000

Negotiations are underway for a new improved joint Waste Contract with Malvern Hills & Worcs City.

Joint working with Malvern Hills 
£240,000 we already have shared chief exec & joint SMT in April + other shared services

Other reductions 


£305,000

Strong Economy

Direct investment in employment sites and Infrastructure - e.g. Vale Park, Evesham and Worcester Six & Pinvin

£190 million current commercial construction

New Waitrose store in Evesham - opening in March 2018

Housing -Last year 886 new houses occupied (one of highest in country)

Built 778 affordable homes and brought 280 long-term properties back into use

We have made land investments such as Vale Park in Evesham+

Good rate of return

Environment

Invested in Pershore wet lands and green energy in Pershore hydropower scheme on the Avon. More green flag awards than ever before in our parks

For our Communities

New Homes Bonus, over £1m gone direct to Parishes & towns.

150k. to Droitwich High Street and the same amount to Pershore and Evesham for transport related improvements. In Pershore this will most likely be a contribution towards the Northern link scheme including Pinvin crossroads and a new bridge which would make a huge difference to local traffic flows bringing benefits to residents and businesses.

Satisfaction with the council is higher than ever even before the recession and no services have been cut in the last 4 yrs.

Finally according to a recent Halifax survey Wychavon is the best rural place to live in the West Midlands ...and 24th nationally and I hope you would not disagree.

