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County issues

Evesham Traffic 

Plans to improve traffic in Evesham are picking up pace. The team in charge of the project has 20 options now that will be tested in a computer-based traffic model. The overall Evesham Town Transport Strategy will address the town's transport challenges with a package of schemes that will consider all modes of transport. Options being looked at include improvements to junctions and traffic signals together with improved facilities for cycling and walking.  This fits to the strategy for Bromsgrove: £3.4million improvements, part of the 3 point plan for congestion which has been funded through a Department for Transport initiative: major improvements to the A38 and town centre related junction, to make the network more efficient, introducing an additional 6 recognised walking and cycling pathways in the town over the next two years.  

Emerging messages: Evesham's traffic woes are not being caused by 'strategic' traffic avoiding the A46, as many locals had thought. The volume of vehicles in the centre is almost entirely local people; some travelling very short distances indeed (i.e. walkable!) There is also evidence of high levels of 'latent' demand. What this means is that local demand to drive on the highway network far outstrips supply (available capacity), so any additional capacity provided would be quickly swallowed up by additional traffic;

Some investments that can be made to traffic signal infrastructure will deliver some capacity enhancement. The benefits of any investment in this area may  be short lived as supply outstrips demand. 

None of the proposed one-way systems seem to deliver any benefits to Evesham (in fact, in some cases, the situation deteriorates further);

Any scheme to resolve the congestion experienced at the Abbey Bridge junction would come at a very high cost, and would have catastrophic impacts on Evesham's riverside (significant building demolition and possible need to reconstruct the bridge!);

Free, unmanaged on-street parking in Evesham is a major culprit of congestion, as it stimulates 'very short-hop' (less than 1000 metres, or a 20 minute walk!) visits by car. This creates 'churn' in the High Street, which gridlocks the town when combined with congestion at Abbey Bridge;

Walking and cycling levels in Evesham are very low indeed. 

WCC have fully analysed and understood the data collected. We need to get local people out of their cars, as there is no capacity for further growth in car traffic, and minimal ability to build extra capacity within the town. At this point Evesham's relationship with its wider hinterland, has not been considered. This may happen after a local agreement on a preferred package of interventions for the town – it depends on outcomes. 

So to resolve congestion in Evesham it could be a tactical combination of parking charges (both on and off-street, with off-street being the cheaper of the two), (nobody seems keen on street parking) investment in systemic walking and cycling infrastructure to encourage people not to use their car for shorter trips. Will keep everyone informed.
Children’s Services The latest monitoring visit to our children’s services by Ofsted inspectors found a 'positive trajectory of change' as progress continues to be made to improve services for Worcestershire's children and young people. Inspectors found evidence of improvement in each of their four monitoring visits. Their latest visit, at the end of July, where inspectors reviewed children subject to child protection along with child in need assessments and plans inspectors described how management structures have been enhanced and social workers’ caseloads have been reduced. A large number of social workers have been recruited by the Council in recent months. Children are now experiencing more stability, with fewer changes of social worker, enabling them to build positive relationships.

First ever Millennium Way walking festival in September. 

The Millennium Way team hosted the walking festival in association with Worcestershire County Council. The festival took place between 7th and 10th September in Wychavon and featured 9 circular walks ranging from 3 to 7.5 miles covering a stretch of the Millennium Way, launched  in 2000, . It gave walkers a taste of Worcestershire's beautiful countryside views. Since 2000, 44 circular walks have been created along the route as shorter walks, each encompassing a stretch of the linear trail. 
Launch of the County Council's annual Collective Energy scheme.

Cheaper energy tariffs could soon be available to Worcestershire residents. Launched last month, Worcestershire Energy Switch negotiates competitive prices with energy companies on behalf of local residents with group buying expert iChoosr. Last year saw 550 residents sign up to the scheme and they went on to see average savings of £182 per year on their energy bills. Residents should visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/energyswitch with their latest energy bill handy as details are needed during the registration process. Registration is open until midnight 8th October 2018 with individual offers emailed to residents from 22nd October 2018.

Plastic Pledge: The Council presented the first of its certificates to a business based in Bromsgrove. The scheme recognises local businesses and people within their local communities who have committed to reducing their single use plastics. To nominate a business, organisation or individual for a Plastic Pledge certificate, email sustainability@worcestershire.gov.uk
Local 

Update on EA drop in session – Badsey Brook scheme 
Knotweed: does not seem to be reoccurring. 
speed repeater signs on A44 determined as per national standards and that they are correct, 

A44 dual carriage way bushes trimmed back /canopy raised – exact location? Visit GB 1/8.

Solar powered speed signs that show motorists the speed that they are travelling. new VAS locations  ? Gerry, device design- talk to others, 

motorcycle speed check locations – hard standing - as well as consider speed enforcement on A44 and Manor Road. Police /Safer partnership meeting 13/9 Broadway 
Chicane Manor Road – looking at examples where there is no street lighting (Willersey) 

A46 changes – no further news  since Midlands Connect meeting with Chris Grayling
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