
Newland Parish Council - Submission to the Emerging SWDP: Summary of points raised by residents of Newland at the public session of the Parish Council Meeting of 24 January 2011

The following representations were made and are forwarded to be a part of the consultation of Malvern Hills District Council on the draft SWDP, which is proposed to replace the draft SWJCS:

· Newland residents do not wish to rule out all future development within the parish between 2011 and 2030. However, it was unanimously felt that large scale top down imposed development of both housing and employment land such as that set out in the SWJCS and preserved in the SWDP was inappropriate and should be strongly resisted. Small scale windfall development to serve local needs would be appropriate to meet the development and preservation of the village over that period, and would be supported by the residents of the village.
· Residents consider that no greenfield development at all should take place within the Malvern area under the emerging SWDP. All development should be on brown field sites, and further extensions of the present curtilege of Malvern Town should not take place into the green fields surrounding the town. 

· Residents welcome the proposals of the proposed localism bill which shifted the approval of development to parish councils in affected areas rather than at district council level. Residents noted that the Localism Bill proposals will require that any S106 community benefit charge would in future have to be spent only in the parish which was developed and would not be available to the District Council to use outside of the parish. If development was inevitable, residents felt that such S106 contributions could perhaps be used to fund a village hall for Newland?

· Residents were reminded by the parish councillors who had attended the November briefing that the District Council Planning Officers had qualified the proposed Localism Bill by saying that such devolution of power as envisaged by the proposed localism Bill was subject to being overridden by strategic regional considerations, and that the Newland/Lower Howsell site was a preserved 'Preferred Option'.
· Residents consider it essential that any development within the parish of Newland or adjacent to it can only take place if all necessary infrastructure, both physical and cultural, is in place before any physical development takes place. Residents felt very strongly that no development as proposed in the emerging SWDP should take place regarding the Newland /Lower Howsell site or in or around Malvern without a full dualling of the Southern Link Road, and a substantial upgrade to the railway system. In particular, residents felt that no development should take place at Newland/Lower Howsell without the upgrading of the A449, so as to take all traffic generated by any development away from the existing road system. 

· Residents consider the suggestions by the SWDP/SWJCS , that inhabitants of any new housing or users of any developed employment land were likely to primarily use public transport rather than private cars as transport, to be incorrect.
· Residents consider the Green Land Use study documentary evidence base underpinning the SWJCS/SWDP proposals for the Newland/Lower Howsell site to be extremely useful. The revised targets for development were noted and residents noted the adverse impact assessment identified on the village in that study. 
· Residents are extremely concerned about the prolonged adverse effects on the village over many years during the building and construction of any development, and on the adverse effect on the quality of life of the existing residents from the very high additional use of road and other services.
· Residents are concerned that any residential development which does occur should be high quality, high status and low density development. Social housing would not be appropriate, but attempts should be made to provide affordable housing for purchase within any development.

· Residents consider that any employment land developed on the Newland /Lower Howsell proposed site should not be used for a retail park or supermarket. Residents consider that employment land provision should be for high end, high tech, high value enterprises only.
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