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Barnt Green

Parish Council

www.barntgreen.org.uk

ANNUAL REPORT

1st April 2010 – 31st March 2011


Chairman’s Overview 
The Parish Council continues to improve and upgrade the Parish. 

This year we have added to the adventure trail in the playing field partly funded by an award from the Tesco Community Fund. We have also replaced the swings in the park on the advice of ROSPA. and have completely refurbished the small slide. We have plans in the forthcoming year to install a new piece of equipment for slightly older children.

We have installed three new benches in Hewell Road and provided hanging baskets for all the shops.  Tesco has promised to provide two large planters for the broad pavement in the middle of the village. The Christmas lighting scheme will be completed this Christmas with the last run of icicle lights being installed between Langfords Furniture Shop and Mr Andrews Hairdressers (Amici) . Over the autumn we planted more daffodil bulbs and will continue to add more over the coming years.

Bromsgrove District Council has issued its Draft Core Strategy 2 which the Parish Council has replied to. (A copy of our reply is in the Parish Office) The proposed building plans for Barnt Green are for 98 houses including 40 per cent affordable houses in the fields bordered by Kendal End Road, Fiery Hill Road, a conservation area, woodland and a listed building. We as a Parish Council along with the vast majority of our Parishioners are opposed to these plans. Many parishioners wrote to our M.P and the Strategic Planning Department at Bromsgrove District Council stating their concerns and opposition to the proposed scheme. The Parish Council who had already organised a visit to the House's of Parliament presented a petition of around 500 signatures to Sajid Javid. Our thanks are due to Councillor Mrs Susan Whitehand who has many hours researching and preparing our response. 

Councillor Chris Jenkins stood down as a Parish Councillor due to work commitments and we thank her for her contribution. We co-opted Mark Astle onto the Council during the year.

I have decided not to stand for re-election this time as after seventeen years service to the Parish Council, the past four as chairman, I feel it is now time to finish. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Council and I would like to say a personal thank you to all our volunteers who make the Parish Council’s role a lot less onerous. 

I thank all my fellow Councillors for all the thought and care they take in all aspects of their Parish Council duties. I would also like to thank our Executive Officer Roger Westbury who has made my job as chairman so much easier.

I wish the new Council all the best for the coming years.

Judith Jagger, Chairman of the Parish Council





May 2011
PERFORMING ITS STATUTORY FUNCTIONS

Street Lighting

The Parish Council is a street lighting authority and is responsible for maintaining most of the street lights in the Parish. The rolling programme of replacing all of the old concrete lighting columns inherited by the Parish Council has been completed with the exception of one column on Sandhills Green. This will be replaced in the coming year.
Christmas Lighting

Last year the Council further enhanced the Christmas lighting scheme in the village with more tree lights and icicle lights. The permanent Christmas tree which had been installed at the corner of Hewell Road and Orchard Croft was damaged and had to be removed. The Council decided not to replace this tree and will continue to install temporary trees at this location and by Millennium Park.
Millennium Park, Hewell Road and “Parker’s Piece” Playing Field, Bittell Road

These open spaces which are managed by the Parish Council continue to provide an excellent facility for the village and are greatly valued by residents. During the year the Council completed the installation of additional adventure trail equipment on Parker’s Piece and installed a new stile. It also refurbished much of the equipment in Millennium Park. Both the Park and Playing Field are inspected annually by RoSPA and the Parish Council places great emphasis on its duty to ensure that they are safe and comply with the requirements of RoSPA and the Disability Discrimination Act. 

Open Spaces

The Parish Council maintains the embankment on Hewell Lane adjoining the Longlands, the area around the substation in Orchard Croft and some of the verges and the embankment on Hewell Road. During the year the Council planted more bulbs on Fiery Hill Road, Hewell Road and at other locations in the village and these continue to create an attractive Spring backdrop on the village’s roads. 

PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT CONTROL AND CONSERVATION AREAS

Development Control 

The Parish Council, as a statutory consultee, comments on each application for planning permission relating to properties in the Parish. The Council also submitted a response to Bromsgrove District Council’s Draft Core Strategy 2 which proposed the development of housing on land adjacent to The Barnt Green Inn. After taking soundings among residents, it was clear that there was widespread opposition to this proposal and this was reflected in the Council’s response.
Conservation Areas

A Conservation Area currently exists in the Fiery Hill Road / Cherry Hill Road / Twatling Road area.  Further consultation with the Conservation Officer concerning the possibility of designating a second Conservation Area in the Sandhills Lane / Sandhills Road / Hewell Road triangle is still ongoing.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OTHER AUTHORITIES

Highways

Worcestershire County Council Highways is responsible for the maintenance and repair of the roads and footways within the Parish. The harsh winter has again taken its toll on many of the roads in the village and the Parish Council will continue to push the County Council to ensure that Barnt Green’s roads and footways are properly maintained and that we receive our fair allocation of county resources. 

The Parish Council arranged for the footway in front of the Tesco block of shops to be resurfaced during the year as it had fallen into a bad state of repair and constituted a hazard. The total cost of this was recovered from the traders or their landlords, and from Worcestershire County Council. The Council would like to express its thanks to all of these organisations.

The Lengthsman scheme continues to tackle many of the minor works along the roadsides throughout the village and Worcestershire County Council has confirmed its commitment to continue funding this valuable and much appreciated facility.
Refuse Collection

Bromsgrove District Council is responsible for the collection of refuse and green waste. Last year saw the introduction of a “co-mingling” collection of recycling items with all of these now being placed together in one bin. This system appears to be working well
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Communications

The Parish Council produces four newsletters per year which are guaranteed to be delivered to each household in the parish by a group of volunteers. If anyone would like a large print, braille or audio copy please inform us directly or via a friend. The Parish Council also has a website (www.barntgreen.org.uk) which is now an integral part of its communication network, and has recently set up a Twitter Stream to disseminate information on Council activities.
Parish Council Office

The Parish Council Office on Hewell Road was opened in April 2010 and has provided a welcome resource and public face for the Council. It is also used by a number of organisations for meetings and surgeries, including the Police, Age UK and Lickey WI. 
Volunteers

The Parish Council is again very grateful to the many volunteers who are always so willing to deliver information to your doors to get important information to you, sometimes at very short notice. Thank you to the volunteers who pick up litter and those who join working parties to tackle various needs around the parish. 

Parish Council Meetings

The Parish Council usually meets at 7.00pm on the last Monday in the month at The Parish Office on Hewell Road. Dates and details are displayed on the Parish Council notice board.  Members of the public are welcome to attend and there is a slot on the agenda when members of the public can suggest items for the Parish Council to consider.  Please come along!

Members Allowances

New legislation permits parish councillors to claim an allowance in addition to travelling expenses to ensure they are not out of pocket in representing the community.  However, for this year the Council decided that a Basic Allowance should not be paid.  The Council is required to publish details of amounts paid to councillors for the parish basic allowance and for the parish travelling and subsistence allowance. In the year ending 31st March 2011, no travelling allowances were paid to councillors.   

         FINANCE

           RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

                  1.4.10 – 31.3.11
	
	
	
	
	Current Year
	     Previous Year               

	
	
	
	
	2010/11
	          2009/10

	
	
	Receipts


	
	
	                       £

	Precept
	
	
	
	56000.00
	56,000.00

	Interest received
	
	
	404.81
	777.95

	Rent
	
	
	
	57.50
	57.50

	VAT refund
	
	
	7290.65
	6299.21

	Reimbursement of Lengthsman's fees
	1881.00
	2,101.00
	
	

	Festival income
	
	
	0.00
	1859.20

	Misc grants, refunds 
	
	
	5229.22
	620.00

	
	
	
	Total receipts
	70863.18
	67714.86

	
	
	Payments
	
	
	

	Administration
	
	
	
	

	Staff costs inc NIC
	
	
	15687.46
	15,330.13

	Training & publications
	
	312.50
	257.73
	

	General administration costs
	
	696.74
	1142.92
	

	Office
	
	5642.73
	1481.04
	

	Allowance for use of computer & phone
	0.00
	55.00
	
	

	Hire of meeting rooms, refreshments and volunteers’ “ thank you event”
	385.47
	621.59
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	
	717.97
	580.28

	Auditors' fees
	
	
	505.00
	500.00

	Insurance premiums
	
	
	2294.52
	1751.63

	Legal fees
	
	
	
	16.00
	1030.00

	VAT(refundable)
	
	
	
	5211.36
	4397.86

	Loan repayments
	
	
	471.66
	471.66

	Donations from Festival income
	
	
	0.00
	2000.00

	
	
	
	
	31941.41
	29,619.84

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communications
	
	
	
	

	Newsletters
	
	
	1130.00
	1069.00

	Website - maintenance
	
	495.00
	265.00
	

	
	
	
	
	1625.00
	1,334.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Park ("Millennium Park") - Maintenance
	9991.69
	4388.63
	
	

	Playing Field, Bittell Road ("Parker's Piece") Maintenance
	2778.40
	3681.49
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Environment
	
	
	3408.93
	4949.28

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Street Lighting
	
	
	5889.00
	11423.03

	Highways & Lengthsman
	
	5371.97
	2155.87
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Festival and Events  expenditure
	
	679.53
	1513.02
	

	
	
	
	Total
	63310.93
	59065.16

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paid from reserves
	
	
	
	
	

	Office Set Up costs
	
	
	
	1977.40
	0.00

	Adventure trail equipment
	
	
	
	0
	1388.00

	Christmas lights
	
	
	
	7485.57
	7955.67

	Noticeoards
	
	
	
	0
	2972.15

	
	
	
	Sub total
	9462.97
	12315.82

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 Total 
	72773.90
	71380.98


Assets 








Reserves

Unity Bank Current Account at 31.3.11

£ 5795.64



Unity Bank Deposit Account at 31.3.11
              £17011.29
Lloyds TSB Bonds



£50351.74
Lloyds TSB Interest



£   361.44

VAT due





£   205.07


Total



£73725.18

£73725.18 (£83606.56 in 2010)




The Council continues to hold reserves equivalent to approximately one year’s precept in bonds with Lloyds TSB.  The Council continues to use Unity Trust Bank as its main bank.

Expenditure on office set up costs and additional Christmas lights was funded from the Council’s reserves. 

A summary of the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2011 is set out above and these will be audited in accordance with the Local Government Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003, first by an independent auditor and then by an external auditor appointed by the Audit Commission.  A full copy of the accounts is available from the Executive Officer.

