
smaller authoritv name: Bi rtsmOrton PariSh COu n Cil

NOrlcE OF PUBLIG RlGHrs4ltP PUBLIGATIoN

OF ANNUAL GOV;iNET'iCE A 4GCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (exEillpr AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FORTHEYEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

Local Audit and AccountabilitY Act 2014 Sections

The and Audit lations 2015 201
25,26 and27

NOTICE

Ia) lnsert date of placing of the notice

fiiiJ'n ,iii.io" not llss thin 1 dav berore

the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, Position and

Iiuresslteteptrone number/ email

aOOres", as appropriate, of the Clerk or

other person to which any Person may

apply io insPed the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

lJv afrer tne date of announcement in (a)

above and at least 30 working daYs

before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The ircpection period between (c)

iio fal must be 3o working daYs

inctus'rv6 and must include the first 10

working days of JulY'

(e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller

i. Date or announcement-Friday 31 May 2A24-tul

tffi!#!#ffi:!tu,
Any person interestect.h?s tl1':9_i'_::i:.:::;::;^i.:i'it iiJt 

" 
and au books,

the accounting ,.."ii'ii'liZ iinanciat year to which it relates ant

deeds, contracts, bid,';;;;iirs' receipe ina otn"' documens relating to

those records ,u", oi'r"iJiiii;Lii iii inipection by any.percon interested'

For the year ended |i'iiii-iOZe, these'iocumeits witt be available on

reasonaSle nolice by arylicatian to:

(b,, Mrs Christina Leake Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Gainsborough Close Welland Malvern
TelePhone: 01684 310409

commencins on (d 
-ilflonday 

3 June 2A24

andendinson (q-Friday 12 July 2024

3. Local government electars and their repreenbtives also have:

lTheoppottunitytoquestiontheappointedauditorabouttheaccounting
rccofls; and

o The right to make an obiection which ancems a matter in respect of which

the aipointed iiaitor eouu either make a pubtic iyterc.st repod or apply to

tha co'urt for a ieinntion that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice

of an obiectioi must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the

smaller authoritY.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this putpose hetween the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is onty subi*t to review by the appointed
auaitor if questions br ohiections ialsed under the Local Audit and
Ac*iraonitv Act 2014 tead io the involvement of the auditor. The appointed

audibr is:

PKF Littleiohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Wesfrerry Circus
CanaryWtarf
London E14 4HD
Gna@M:Leom)

5. This announc6llnent is made by (e) C Leake Glerk & RFO Birtsmorton Parish

Council



LocALAUTHoRlwAccouNTs:AsUMlt'ARYoFYoURRIGHTS

prease note that this summary appries to ail rerevant smailer authorities, incruding rocar

lJuncifs, intErnal Orainage boarils iria 'omef smaller agthortties.

The basic Position

The Locar Audit and Accountabiritv Agt 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller

authorities. This summary exprains ne proviiioir oirit i*o in sections 26 and 2T at the Act The Act

and the Accounts ano Audit Reguratigns 20is-;;;;r;;th" duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller

authorities,otnerorgafficoncerningtheaccountsbeingaudited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting

records of smaller authorities. As an intereit6O persol you cafl inspeit accounting records and related

documents. rf you are a rocar government eiector tor 
'rre 

area to wrrich the accounts rerate you can also

ask questions aOout in-e acciunts anO oOieci to them' You do not have to pay directly for exercising

your rights. nowever, aivl"rurfl,ig .ort ii"uir"o o,, tn" sma[er authority form part of its running costs.

Therefore, indirectty, local residents pay foi ine coit ot you exercising ylur rights through their council

tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect th.e accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local

electors. you can inspect the accounting tecorJs 6r ne financial year to which the audit relates and all

books, deeds, contracts, bills, voucherr, ri!'ipir 
"no 

ltner oocuments relating to those records' You

can copy att, or part, oiihese records or o-ocuments. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or

relate to an item in the accounts. You .rnnoi?ot 
"iample-, i!:pect or copy documents unrelated to the

accounts, or that include personal intormaiion'[Sectiol 26 (6) - (10) ot tfie nct explains what is meant

by personat intormationj.- v9u cappt 
'i"rr["il"roirati6n 

wnicrr is protected by commercial

confidentiality. This is intoimation which woutd prejudice commercial confidentiality if itwas released to

the pubticanO tnere is;;i,;iagainsttnis, a'very strong reason in the public interestwhy itshould

nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for.the financial year and approved them'

they must pubtish them (including. ol. 
" 

*"6"it"1] irt"t" must be a 30 working day period' called the

,period for the .*"r.ir" di puOiiclignts', Ouring *nicn.you can. exercise your statutory right to inspect

the accounting recoioi.-smatter iutndrities iruit tedtne public, induding advertising this on their

website, that the 
"".o*ting'r"corJs 

ano related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement

you will then have Sd;orkTng days 1o inspect and make copies of the accounting records' You may

have to pay a copying charge. The 30 *o,-Iing dry period must include a common period of inspection

during which att smailer auihorities' a".ounti,ig records.are available to inspect. This will be 1-12 July

2024 for 2oz}lz|accounts. The advertis"*"rit must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of

public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting

records and related documents, the name ano aooress of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that

govems the inspection of accounts and objections'

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting rccords

you should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records,.,since they hold all.the

details. lf you are , ro.ir J""t*, your right to isk questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.

However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged.to

do so. ro1 examp[, 
-G qr"rtion niigrrt be better answered by angt!9r. organisation, require

investigation beyond ine auditors remit, ir involve disproportionate iost (which is borne by the local

taxpay6rl. eive iouismalter authority the opportunity fiist to explain anything in the accounting records

that you are unsure ,bout. tt you are not sdtisneO witn tneir explanation, you can question the external

auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions' This must be done in the period for

the exercise of puntic rights, so let the externai auditor know your concern as soon as possible' The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, flnances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about fiacts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make obJections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlavyful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it- You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlavyful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

r confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;
e wh! you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
r details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
. details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest

report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
tO aCt Within the pOWefS aVailable Undef the i.'-: ....,: .;r....:::i .;:t, -r ;r::.:r' .r:,rr,::.:...trt:,_r' .,,:l: ,:,.r, -1"

A finalword

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens'Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authoritv accounts: A guide to
vour riqhts are available fom the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &

Accountability Retum.


