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WHAT’S IN YOUR GRAPEVINE 

Editor: Cora Weaver   E: cora.weaver@talktalk.net 

The Grapevine will be posted online in mid- January; March, May, July, September and November.  

Articles for inclusion need to be with the editor by 10th day of those months. 

Donations and payments to:   

Account            The Grapevine Magazine 

Sort Code         30-95-41 

Account No.     00519819 
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GUARLFORD 
Guarlford Parish Website: www.guarlfordparish.uk 

Churchwarden: David Fellows     Verger: Vacant 

Malvern Hills Trust representative: David Fellows 

Parish Council:  Clerk: Mrs Gill Hollick, 2 Bamford Close, Guarlford WR13 6PF     

                       Mob. 07816 533 251           E: parishclerkguarlford@gmail.com   

Parish Path Warden: David Fellows, Green Fields, Rectory Lane,  Guarlford   

                           Tel: 01684 574243       

Tree Warden: Rev. Peter Hughes       

Chairman, Village Hall Committee: Mrs Jenny Cameron 

Village Hall: E: guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com        

Village Hall Website:-http://www.guarlfordparish.uk/halltrustees.htm  

W.I :  meets 7.30, Guarlford Village Hall, second  Tuesday in the month.  All welcome. 

        President: Di Rivers  Tel ; 01684 572381                  E: wifolk@guarlfordparish.uk  
 

Madresfield 
Bell Ringing: Practice Mondays 7.30 at Madresfield Church;  contact Geoff Titmuss    

01684 572495  

Churchwardens: Mr Christopher Bennett, Hayswood Farm, Madresfield, 01684 891047;  

Mrs Elizabeth Palmer,  33 Hall Green Close, WR14 3QY     01684 575914 

Secretary:  Wendy Palmer  01684 899223  E: wendy.palmer@outlook.com 

Treasurer:  Situation vacant from Spring 2024 - church finance’s enquiries to The Vicar.  

Cricket Club:  Secretary: Peter Hughes, Holly Lodge, Madresfield 01684 572649  

Early Years Centre www.meyc.co.uk 01684 574378 (9am-2pm)  

                                       Mrs Alice Bennett 01684 574378  
 

Movement Club: Children’s gym, dance, drama and ballet 01684 574378  

Parish Council: Clerk: Mr David Sharp, 20 Farley Road, Malvern Link  01684 573213  

                        E: mrdasharp@btinternet.com  

Madresfield C E Primary School:  Head of School: Emma Rose  Tel:01684 573620  

                                       E: office@madresfield.dowmat.education  
 

Friends of Madresfield School : Chairman: Helen Morgan;  

Vice Chairman: Hannah Willey; Secretary, Christine Warner ;  Treasurer, Hannah Hollick ; 

Press Officer, Tracy Williams  
 

Madresfield Club : Secretary, Mrs Jo Morgan 01684 573363  
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Madresfield contd. 

Parent & Toddler Club: Tuesdays 11-12; Gymini classes throughout Wednesdays;   

Holiday Play Schemes;  After School Collection & Care  

Babies to PreSchool Care 8am-6pm daily  
 

Movement Club:  Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at Madresfield Early Years Centre  

01684 574378. 

Parent & Toddler Groups run daily in term time at Madresfield Early Years Centre  

01684 574378   or  Mrs Elaine Ward  01684 565714. 
 

Newland 
Malvern Hills Trust representative: Duncan Westbury  

Parish Council: Clerk: Jacqui Barker, 114 Fruitlands, Malvern WR14 4XB 01684 567674  

E: newlandpc1@gmail.com 

Newland Parish Council meets bi-monthly at 7pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at The 

Beauchamp Community (January, March, May, July, September, November) 

Community Support Officer: PC Dee Stanley  

County & District Councillor: Tom Wells, 27 Upton Road, Callow End  WR2 4TY  

Tel: 01905 831752     07702 996203          E: talwells@btinternet.com  
 

Malvern Hills Trust: Chase representative:  Richard Fowler 

Malvern Hub: for reporting abandoned cars and flytipping 01684 862151  

Meditation Group  meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 2pm  01905 831048  

Parochial Church Council: Rector-  Rev. Gary Crellin  01905 830270       

E: revgarycrellin@gmail.com     

Vice Chairman: Mrs Elizabeth Palmer  33 Hall Green Close, WR14 3QY 01684 575914 

Parishes’ Administrator: Liz Edwards, 07726 927 046  E: oldhillsmalvern@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: Ginny Pavey     E: virginiapavey@btinternet.com 
 

Parish Website:     www.oldhillsmalvern.co.uk 

WHERE TO FIND THE GRAPEVINE ONLINE  
 

  * http://www.guarlfordparish.uk/news.htm  

  *  http://www.guarlfordparish.uk/vill_mag.htm       This site displays past editions.  

  * https://www.oldhillsmalvern.co.uk/useful-links       

  * www.madresfieldschool.net         

  * https://www.beauchampstleonard.org      

  * https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/Publications.aspx?ParishID=94  
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NATIVITY 24 

An exhibition of Nativity sets (‘Nativity 24’) is planned for St Mary’s, Guarlford, from Friday 22nd to 

Sunday 24th November 2024, and we would welcome the loan of Nativity sets, however small. 

If you would like to offer anything for the exhibition, could you telephone Judith on 01684 310756 or 

Rosemary on 01684 565118, please? 

After visiting the exhibition in our lovely St Mary’s church, 180 years old this year, you will be able to 

stroll round to our beautifully regenerated Guarlford Village Hall for the Nativity cafe. More details in 

the next issue of The Grapevine. 

                                       Rosemary McCulloch 
 

Below are two examples of Nativity sets. Why not try making one yourself? You could use wood or 

wool, paper or  plastic, gold or gabardine, cotton or cashmere, satin or suede, silver or steel, linen or 

leather, felt or faux fur - all or any of those materials.  

 



 

Report from Guarlford  
 

The village hall might have been closed for the summer but it hasn’t stopped Gualfordians getting together 

to have a good time.   For the third year running, Penny Close has been the setting for a summer street 

party, this time to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D Day landings.  The sun shone and music 

from the 1940’s created a lovely atmosphere for everyone to enjoy the barbeque, play games, share their 

picnics and generally enjoy a lovely afternoon together.             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few days later, on 12th June, the village hall trustees held their Annual General Meeting.  Although this 

had to be held in the small downstairs room at the hall, the trustees were delighted to welcome so many 

members of the community to the meeting.  The room was packed but everyone appreciated the tea and 

cake on offer and contributed some excellent ideas for activities they would like to see in the hall once it 

re-opens in September. Mr Phil Thomas was elected to be the new Chair of the Trustees after which 

everyone expressed their thanks to Mrs Jenny Cameron for guiding the village hall through the period of 

refurbishment.   

 

The next big event in Guarlford will be the re-opening of the village hall on Saturday 28th September at 

2pm, everyone will be welcome to see how lovely the hall looks and maybe sign up for some of the events 

and activities which are planned for the coming weeks.  

 

Advance notice  *** The Barn Dance will be held on 26th October  *** If you have been before you will 

know how much fun this event is.  Tickets will be available at the opening event.   

 

Gill Hollick 

Secretary 

Guarlford Village Hall 

guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com  
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A Special Service for pre-schoolers, their parents  

& carers 

  You are warmly invited to join us at the  

   PreSchoolers’ Service  1.30 - 2 pm 
           in St Mary’s Church, Madresfield 

                on Tuesday 24th September for 

           Harvest 

 Do come along, sit on the carpet, sing songs and listen to a story.  

Everyone is welcome. 

   For more information e-mail the secretary at guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com   tel 07816 

Funded by:-   

* The Community Opportunities Fund       * he National Lottery Community Fund  

* The Platinum Jubilee Fund                        * The Garfield Weston Foundation       

* The  Bernard Sunley Foundation                               AND 

* the lovely loyal people of Guarlford and surrounding areas  

who have attended our many fundraising events 

We need groups to book our hall for regular sessions  

and 

we are open for private bookings such as family parties  

 

Its nearly time * After the long wait     
Guarlford Village Hall  is re-opening on 

  Saturday 28th September at 2.00 pm 
       

* Come and join us for tea and cake.  
 

            *  Enjoy our cosy, smart, light and bright facilities. 
 

 *   See some of the activities coming up for the autumn.  

mailto:guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com


 

             Old Hills Malvern Churches  
               Vicar’s Pastoral Letter  
                         August 2024  
 

As I write this, the Olympic Games (and afterwards, the Paralympics) 

will start in Paris.  For a change, we are in the same time zone, so no 

need to set any alarm clocks or stay up too late to watch the sprinting, 

cycling, swimming or whatever you like to watch and be part of.  There 

will be much to watch and enjoy, even if you are not into sports - or 

very good at them. Seeing the athletes limbering up for the race of their 

life can be truly inspirational, even to the couch potato (or couch to 5K 

wannabe).  
 

The abilities of the athletes, their dedication, and their perseverance, is always something that I have 

greatly admired. In many Olympic sports, winning can often come down to one moment. It just takes a 

single misstep, a single fall, a single miscalculation of judgement and all can be lost. In the diving 

competition, one bad dive means everything. All that training for four years, all that anticipation, rests on 

a knife-edge. To give your life to a sport where the difference between success and failure is so slight 

must require huge amounts of endurance, strength and resilience, as well as an awful lot of mental fitness 

and an ability to stay focused. This is why I am in awe of all those competing at the Olympics and will be 

watching, when I can, from my sofa. While the winner of the gold gets all the glory, it is important to 

remember that the vast majority come away without a medal of any colour. But that does not mean they 

have lost at all. Getting to the Olympics itself is a huge achievement.  When I’m watching the Olympics, I 

like to see the faces of those runners and sportsmen and women who finish towards the end of the race - 

quite often they come across the line with a smile on their face, knowing that they have done the best that 

they can and have competed in something really special. 

From a church perspective, are we running a Marathon or a Sprint? Are we pole vaulting to oblivion or 

long jumping into quicksand?  Is your vicar more of a Decathlon person or a Synchronised Swimmer? 

What sport best describes your church at the moment?  I think we are a great relay team.  We are still in 

the race and, so far, we haven't dropped the baton.  Maybe the national Church has lost its way around the 

Marathon course, or cross -country mountain biking, but despite how difficult the race is, our own 

churches are still in the race.  I believe that, and I hope you do so, too.  Sure, we could all do with more in 

the team, and perhaps we could do with pulling together more but we are getting good results: 
 

Two weddings at Guarlford in the space of a month 

Over a dozen baptisms this year alone, including one electing for an in-service baptism 

A regular pattern of worship - mixing the traditional with the informal 

A good team of lay ministers and some wise experienced retired clergy to support us  

And the myriad of volunteers that help set up or close down our churches, make refreshments for 

fellowship, decorate the churches, ring our bells et etc 
 

In mid-July, a gallant band of Powick parishioners took the Church to the community fete in Powick. In 

the rain, they engaged with people - young and old alike.  This is the first time in a long time that we have 

done this - and it mustn't be the last.  Our faith and our church need to be visible beacons in our villages, 

not a museum to the past that opens its doors every so and often.  We are also engaging with the Heritage 

Open Days in September and marking Guarlford Church’s 180 years with a number of open events for the 

village. Once the ramp has been done at Callow End, we will do similar there too. In the Book of 

Hebrews, it tells us to ‘run with perseverance the race that is set before us’ (Heb 12:1). As a group of 

churches, we sure do have our own trials and tribulations to go through in the race that has been set for 

us.  We might not have received a Ministry Support Grant, our finances might be tight, but we have a 

heart for the communities we serve and I pray (confidently) that our communities will be there for us in 

our time of need.  They reach out to us already for occasional offices (births/deaths and marriages) and 

through our schools’ work, it is time for the community to be with the church as it runs the race of its life.  
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HELP YOUR COMMUNITY 

Everyone is welcome to advertise their services 

in our Grapevine. 

In return, we would like a donation to be paid to 

the Grapevine account. See page 2 for bank 

details. 

When there is enough money to be useful, a 

small team will decide which community project 

is supported with Grapevine funds. It might be 

new curtains for a village hall, prefect badges for 

a school or the hire of a digger to clear a pond.  
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HELP YOUR COMMUNITY 

Everyone is welcome to advertise their services in our Grapevine. 

In return, we would like a donation to be paid to the Grapevine account. See page 2 for 

bank details. 

When there is enough money to be useful, a small team will decide which community 

project is supported with Grapevine funds. It might be new curtains for a village hall, 

prefect badges for a school or the hire of a digger to clear a pond.  

But is there anything else we can do other than to offer ourselves and our best?  How can we be spiritual 

and faithful athletes?  
 

In the Bible, St. Paul often evokes the image of the athlete in his description of the spiritual life. In his First 

Letter to the Corinthians, he writes ‘Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive a 

perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one.’ (1 Cor 9:25) For Paul, the training and dedication that 

athletes required to win their wreath (not a medal!) was what people needed in their spiritual lives - a desire 

to dedicate their time to God, to practicing their faith, and to trying to become better people every day.  
 

Practice, they say, makes perfect; and in our spiritual lives we need to practice too, by praying, by talking 

with others, and by reading the Bible. That way, we too, will receive our own medals. Just as we can 

admire and be inspired by those who compete in the Olympics, we can be inspired by other Christians too, 

emulating those who have taught us and gone before us. Then, when our race comes to an end, we will be 

greeted by God and will receive our prize - a place in God’s everlasting Kingdom.   

   Every blessing -   

 



 

 

 
         

JULY 2024 
Another interesting few months in our temporary 

home, the Cube Green Room. 

    Andrew Burney introduced us to the benefits of 

hypnotherapy. Not just an entertaining stage act but also an important tool in the treatment of anxiety 

and addictions. It can support people to achieve their goals, be it public speaking, stopping smoking, 

weight loss or many others. 

It was nevertheless amusing to sit with closed eyes and try to resist his persuasive instructions to raise and 

lower our hands. A surprising number of hands appeared to fall under his spell. Certainly an informative 

and different evening. 

    June was a flower brooch workshop with Chris Champness. Silver wires were worked into flower or 

butterfly shapes before beads were secured to the frame and a pin wired to the back. There was huge 

selection of beads of all colours, sizes and shapes and there was much discussion as to the most effective 

combinations.       The final display showed the results of a very industrious evening.         

    

Caroll’s Open Garden was very successful with a large number of plants and cakes donated and a large 

sum raised for the charity ‘Tools For Reliance’ that sends refurbished tools to third world countries. WI 

members served refreshments to very appreciative visitors – and to top it all the sun shone! 

    Together with Welland WI we have raised enough money for one toilet to send to ‘Toilet Twinning’, a 

charity whose aim is to provide toilets for the Third 

World.  

    This year we decided to celebrate our birthday 

with a cream tea at St Richard’s Hospice Café. 

Friendship, good food, good company while at the 

same time helping to support a very worthwhile 

local charity.  

                        That is our WI. 

 
                                                 Sue Orgill 
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QR Code for the Old Hills Malvern Churches 

If you have a phone or a tablet, you can use it to scan this QR 

code, which will take you directly to the churches' 

website.  No need to remember the www. address - scan and 

be teleported as if by magic straight to the website.  Give it a 

go. 

  PLEASE NOTE that, like hairdressers, butchers and European museums,  

                            Rev Gary's normal day off is Monday.  

Church Services  - Each church notice board will have a list of services 

but you can visit the online calendar at   https://www.oldhillsmalvern.co.uk 

If you have to dial 999 or 112 and cannot speak 

Dial 55  

YOUR CHURCHES 



 

 

For sale and wants 

 

 

  To advertise in The Grapevine : email cora.weaver@talktalk.net 
Please send donations for advertising to : 

 
 
 
 

 
All donations will be used for COMMUNITY PROJECTS. 

 

Financial Help for Those in Need 

The Madresfield Relief in Need Charity is an ancient charity for the benefit of those 

living in the ancient parish of Madresfield with Newland. The charity is overseen by the 

Charity Commission and managed by local trustees including Rev Gary Crellin. 

The Covid pandemic has made life very tough for many. The trustees would like to help 

anyone within our parishes who needs support during this very challenging time.  

If you would like to apply for financial support, please contact Rev Gary Crellin through 

the contact details below.  

   All applications will be treated in strict confidence.   

   To make an application please contact: 

Rev Gary Crellin, The Vicarage, 31 The Greenway, Colletts Green, Powick WR2 4RZ 

   Email:  revgarycrellin@gmail.com 

Account            The Grapevine Magazine 

Sort Code         30-95-41 

Account No.     00519819 

Gardener required for a local  attractive holiday 

let, to include  regular mowing, strimming and 

upkeep of hedges. 

Please contact Rosemary Boaz 01643 703761      

E:  roseyboaz@gmail.com  

Guarlford Village Hall is  

available for hire for small 

gatherings.    

For more information contact  

Gill Hollick on  07816 533251 
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