STONE PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Report 2012 – 2013

Introduction

I am pleased to send you a copy of the Council’s Annual report for the last financial year.   This sets out briefly, what we managed to achieve for the good of the Parish, and how your money, as raised by the Parish Precept, was spent.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
After widespread consultation, it was decided that the most useful and appropriate action to mark this great occasions would be the installation of a pair of gates at the entrance to the graveyard on Butts Lane, adorned with a commemorative plaque.   This work was undertaken by the excellent Payback Scheme, supervised by Cllr. Malcolm Gough, who also very generously donated the gates.

Road Safety
After a spate of accidents on the A448 at the bottom of Stone Hill, the Parish Council  pressed the Highways Department and the Police for action.   We were convinced that the cause of the accidents was nearly always vehicles coming from Kidderminster not realising, until too late, how sharp the bend is.   Although these authorities insisted that the Vehicle activated Sign was only effective for two weeks, we  insisted that it remain there permanently and this has reduced the number of accidents at the bend to NIL.     
This Vehicle Activated Sign will be replaced by a permanent Bend 

Warning sign, so that the Vehicle Activated Sign can be  used in other parts of the Parish.    We have recouped half the cost of the Bend sign and hope to recover the remainder soon as we do not think the Parish Council should pay for safety measures on  a trunk road.   Our thanks to Cllr. John Jordan for supervising the VAS operations.
Loss of Stone Parish Room as Polling Station

I have had continuous discussions with Cllr. J Campion (Leader of Wyre Forest District Council) and Cllr. Stephen Williams (local District Councillor) in an effort to restore the Parish Room as our Polling station, and I am pleased to report that it can now be used for Parish Council Elections again.
However, we continue to press for it use for all elections.   One of the objections was the poor accessibility and this has now been remedied by a very easy to use new step.

Community Housing in the Parish

We were concerned that there might be a lack of knowledge concerning the quantity, location, type, method of allocation and availability of this housing in the parish so we requested some answers which are as follows:-
Community Housing group has 20 properties in Stone;  

9 three bedroom houses (8 in Vicarage Road and 1 in Stanklyn Lane)

4 one bedroom bungalows (1 in Butts Lane and 3 in Vicarage Road)

7 two bedroom bungalows (6 in Butts Lane and 1 in Vicarage road)

The current Housing Register for Wyre Forest (part of the list for the cross county register held for the Home Choice Plus system) suggests there are 11 local Stone residents on the Register although I suggest this may overstate the actual number as this figure is prior to us having deleted “ inactive” applications following a review of the Register.  There may, of course, be other applicants whose present address is not within the Parish but who have a connection to it, but I am unable to identify these I am afraid.

The priority of any applicant on Home Choice Plus is determined by their housing needs which determines which band they are placed in;  the higher the band the
more likely they are to bid successfully.  In certain circumstances with lettings in our rural communities we will however, first look for a connection to the village and/or parish where the property is situated before then considering housing need.

Parish Councillors are , of course, able to advocate on behalf of applicants but we would require the written permission of the applicant  to disclose specific information (as we do with any “third party” enquiries)  Effectively “decisions” regarding individual applications  are made with reference to the Home Choice Plus Allocation policy and our own published policies and procedures.

When a vacancy occurs this is normally advertised on Home Choice Plus and 
applicants  are allowed to bid (express an interest) through the Home Choice Plus website.  At the end of the weekly advertising cycle a shortlist of the interested applicants is drawn off and the property is offered to the applicant meeting any criteria contained in the advert  who is in the highest band (i.e. with the greatest housing need as assessed under criteria contained in the Home Choice Plus Allocation policy) who has been in that band the longest.
As mentioned above sometimes with rural allocations (particularly new build schemes which involve a local connection planning requirement) we apply this initial filter to identify those satisfying the local connection criteria before then considering housing need.

We will try and arrange for a representative from Community Housing to answer questions..

Application for site on Heath Lane for Travelling Show People
Such was the local opposition to this application that the Parish Meeting was held in a larger room to accommodate all persons at the Stone Manor Hotel.

About 80 letters of objection have been sent to Wyre Forest District Council Planning Department, so the Parish Council decided to allow 45 minutes for members of the Parish to address the meeting.

About 100 people attended the meeting and we were most grateful for the excellent attendance and the calmness and courtesy shown  by those putting their views so eloquently.

The Parish Council voted unanimously against the application which was subsequently withdrawn.

Payback Scheme

The Parish Council has benefited greatly from this scheme which  apart from the Jubilee bench, donated by Cllr. Steven Clee, has also enabled all the bus shelters to be repainted, and a long ditch to be cleared on Stanklyn Lane.   Again our thanks go to Cllr. Malcolm Gough for coordinating the work,.

Lengthsman’s Scheme

Bill Waldron, already a recipient for an award for his work, has worked outstandingly for the parish this year.   Not only has he cleared all the lanes around Shenstone of the grass in the middle, but come the snow he has twice cleared the pavements outside the houses on Buts Lane, Vicarage Road and part of Stanklyn Lane.

We are most grateful for his work which goes way beyond the bounds of duty.

Public Footpaths

The footpaths continue to be in generally good condition, and are supervised by our Parish Paths Warden, Glyn Walters.   Our thanks to him for his continued excellent work.

St Mary’s Church

A Grant of £740 was given to the church for churchyard maintenance.  This has been much appreciated.

Finance

Parish Precept

In January the Parish Council voted that there should be no increase in the Parish Precept for 2013 -2014,   However, a major misunderstanding between  the Parish Council and .Wyre Forest District Council meant that the Parish Precept for a Band D house showed an increase of 5.7% ( equal to £1.42 per annum).   We would like to rectify this unintended rise next year.

The main areas of spending and income are set out tin the table below.

	Expenditure
	£
	Income
	£

	Clerk Salary & expenses
	3,143.24
	Precept
	6,500.00

	PAYE Tax
	495.81
	Churchyard Grant
	740.00

	Lengthsman
	2,243.75
	S136 Precept
	650.00

	CALC Subscription
	190.68
	Lengthsman
	2,168.75

	Bank Charges
	14.83
	VAT Refund
	80.47

	Auditing Fees
	185.00
	M Gough – Contribution
	25.00

	Insurance
	314.24
	
	

	Postage
	125.00
	
	

	Stationery
	52.20
	
	

	Gates fitting
	331.21
	
	

	Plaques
	199.96
	
	

	Padlocks
	13.97
	
	

	VAS Maintenance
	50.00
	
	

	VAS Hire
	300.00
	
	

	Ditch Clearance
	150.00
	
	

	JCB Hire
	40.00
	
	

	VAS Purchase
	1,250.00
	
	

	VAT Payments
	470.28
	
	

	Churchyard Grant
	740.00
	
	

	Training
	123.00
	
	

	
	£11,122.60
	
	£10,164.22


Meetings

The Council will continue to represent residents of the Parish in the best way possible and you are always most welcome to came to our meetings and give us your views and comments on what we are doing.  Meetings take place at 7.30 pm on the following dates:

	Tuesday 9th July 2013
	Parish Room, Stone



	Tuesday 10th September 2013
	Parish Room, Stone



	Tuesday 12th November 2013
	Wing Room, Stone Manor Hotel



	Tuesday 14th January 2014
	Wing Room, Stone Manor Hotel



	Tuesday 11th March 2014
	Wing Room, Stone Manor Hotel

Annual Parish Meeting

	Tuesday 13th May 2014
	Parish Room, Stone

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council


Communication

Agendas and Minutes of Council meetings can be found on the Parish Council web site:  http:/www.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish, together with local information.    We have the ability to upload photographs and also announce any events that are taking place.   Please send your details to the Parish Clerk if you would  like to announce an event    Please contact the Parish Clerk if you would like to receive this Annual Report and Minutes of Council meetings electronically.

Information is also placed on the six Notice boards around the Parish.
Conclusion
We have tried during this period to advance the welfare of our Parish and I am most grateful to the wholehearted efforts of my fellow Parish Councillors, Sue Bamford our most efficient and conscientious clerk, our Lengthsman, Bill Waldron and Foot paths Warden, Glyn Walters.

We also welcome Mrs Jane Siviter of Shenstone as our new Parish Councillor.
James Arbuthnott

Chairman 2012 - 2013
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