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1. Introduction 

AECOM has been commissioned to provide design support to the Malvern Wells 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group (Malvern Wells NDP 
GroupMWNDPWG) through the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG) funded Neighbourhood Planning Programme, led by Locality. 

 
This Design Code has been produced to set the standard for the design for inform new 
development proposed in the area by supporting relevant design policies within the 
Malvern Wells NDP and informing decisions relating to the design of proposed 
development. It presents a summary of the key characteristics of the Malvern Wells 
bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ !ǊŜŀ όƘŜƴŎŜŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψplan Plan AaǊŜŀΩύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ special 

place to live and visit. This information is then used to inform specific design codes 

to promote sustainable development. 
 

The approach set out here is supported by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 
which encourages local authorities to consider using design codes to help deliver high quality 
outcomes for new development. It is important however, that guidance finds strikes athe 
balance between promoting and reinforcing local distinctiveness and allowing for innovation 
ŀƴŘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ bttC ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ with local 
communities so they reflect local aspirations 

and are grounded in an understanding and evaluation of each ŀǊŜŀΩǎ defining 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΩ όbttCΣ нлмфύΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ bttC ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ-quality buildings and places is 
fundamental to what the planning and development process should achieve. Good design 
is a key aspect of sustainable development, creates better places in which to live and work 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ όbttCΣ нлмфύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 
important that planning policies and decisions should 
address the connection between people and places and how any new development will 
respond to and integrate successfully into the natural, built and historic environment. 

 

 

 

1.1 Objectives 
The main objective of this document is to establish principles so that new development is 
designed and planned with regard to the existing character and context of the Malvern 
Wells Neighbourhood Plan Area. It sets out a series of design codes related to new 
development. 

 

This document is not intended to replace any existing Local Planning Policies, documents or 
guidance. Other documents that should be consulted when considering new development 
include (but are not limited to): ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Local Planthe South Worcestershire 
Development Plan1 and SPDs/SPGs, such as the Malvern Wells Conservation Area Appraisal 
(Draft, 2019), Malvern Wells Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Assessment (Draft, 2019), 
and South Worcestershire Design Guide (2018). Malvern WellsThe Malvern Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Policy tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ Guidance should also be consulted 
and followed, in particular the Landscape Strategy and Guidelines and the Guidance on 
Building Design, Respecting Landscape in Views and Selection and Use of Colour in 
Development. 

 
The This document provides the context to the dDesign cCodes, including any strategic 
issues identified during consultations carried out by the Malvern Wells NDP 
GroupMWNDPWG, which is made up of volunteers including Parish Council members. The 
aspirations of the communities tƭŀƴ !ǊŜŀΩs communitiesinvolved, although not always 
strictly design issues, need to be considered in the context of any producing a design 
proposalcode. 

 
The document identifies describes the key characteristics and distinct character area within 
of the plan Plan areaArea, including the identification of distinct character areas with the 
Plan Area and how their form, layout and detailing gives each area a unique character. 
These key characteristics have informed the site-widePlan Area design Design codes 
Codecontained in this document, as well as some specific design Design codes Codes for 
each of the character areas. 

1.2 Process 

ω Online meeting with Malvern Wells NDP GroupMWNDPWG and Plan Area site visit; 

ω Character assessment and urban design analysis; 

ω Preparation of a draft baseline report and review by Malvern Wells NDP Group; and 

ω Revision of the document to take on board comments, review by Locality 

and issue of final report. 
1 Malvern Hills District Council Planning Policy and Local Plan, 
https:// www.malvernhills.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy 
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Commented [PH1]: This section could also refer to the 
Planning for the Future proposals for NDP to be more design 
code led, etc. 
Can this section also reference setting local energy efficiency 
standards re: Planning and Energy Act 2008 and the Future 
Homes Standard? 

Commented [PH2]: It would be useful to define this in the 
design context (in that it also includes energy efficiency, 
MMC, etc) 

Commented [PH3]: Update to refer to proposed changes 
to NPPF particularly in respect of design. Also refer to the 
National Design Guide and how this design code meets the 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎƻŘŜΦ 

Commented [PH4]: One of the principal objectives should 
be the design code supports relevant (and could propose) 
policies within the NDP. It would be useful here to reference 
the relevant proposed policies in the draft NDP. 
Can the design code also make reference to sustainable 
design i.e., energy efficiency, MMC, energy generation? 

Commented [PH5]: Refer to full wording please? 

Commented [PH6]: Is this an SPD? 

Commented [PH7]: Add website links in footnote. 

Commented [PH8]: Please put these in a bullet point 
format? Add the RCA Study (2019) and Guidance on Colour 
by MHAONB.  

Commented [PH9]: Footnote link to AONB guidance on 
iwebsite 

Commented [PH10]: ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛŘentify the 
RCA. This was taken from another study produced on behalf 
of MWPC. 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy
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