
[image: image1.png]


FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL
 Ref:  09/19 P.
1151
MINUTES of an ORDINARY MEETING of FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 5th March 2019 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.
A ten minute period was set aside before the meeting commenced for Public Participation.   No members of the public attended.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Those present were:
Chairman Cllr Will Taylor, Cllrs Christine Orr-Cooper, Norman Hewer, Malcolm and Wendy Molloy, Rosemary Ryan, Caroline Spencer.
Also in attendance:
Heather Evans, the Clerk.
1.
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies
2.
MINUTES REFERENCE 08/19 P.1148-1150

Minutes recording the meeting held on 5th February 2019
 
as circulated were taken as read, approved and signed.  Resolved.
3.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:


There were no declarations of interest.
4.
PROGRESS REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
Items a) and b) were noted.
5. 
CORRESPONDENCE


Items b) and d) were noted.

a) The Clerk passed round information about a Councillors Election Briefing to be held at Parkside Suite on 13th March. It was agreed that the Clerk will forward a list of election key dates to Cllrs before the next meeting.
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c) Email from local historian to be discussed further in item 10.

e) Cllr Taylor noted the date of 4th April for Chairman Refresher training session to be held at County Hall, 6.30 – 8.30 pm, and will attend if possible.

It was approved for the Clerk to attend the training and networking opportunity at Malvern about new councillor induction on 27th March if convenient.

f) Poster advertising Dementia fundraising afternoon to be put on notice board.

6. 
REPORT OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

An email had been received from a resident about youths regularly arriving by car and going to Penmanor playing fields to inhale nitrous oxide. The youths were leaving broken canisters on the field and later driving away.  As well as a potential health hazard this could be intimidating for children and families at the park. The police have been informed by the resident and the Clerk has also reported this to the Safer Neighbourhood team at West Mercia Police.

There was a discussion and concern that the police do not appear to have taken any action so far.  Cllr Hewer commented that the problem is that these accelerants are available to buy on the internet and that they aren’t illegal so the police are limited in how to respond.  The situation will be monitored for now and the Clerk will liaise with the resident. 
7. 
PLAYING FIELDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Cllr Taylor has received a quote from Simon Skeys Gardening Services to maintain the playing field for the year ahead.  Prices are as quoted last year.  Cllr Taylor reported that fortunately there hasn’t been any badger damage on the playing field so far this year. Noted.
8. 
ORNAMENTAL GATES

Cllr Taylor has been in touch with Glasdon Group Ltd  who can supply the gateways for £350 each.  Cllr Taylor has also spoken to Mr R Clewer at WCC. Mr Clewer was helpful and said that if they have capacity WCC may be able to help with fitting the gates although it will be necessary for WCC to visit the area beforehand to approve the locations for the gates to be sited.  There are three village signs and it was suggested that gates may be installed near each of the Finstall signs.  Cllr Ryan also mentioned that the sign on Alcester Road is partially obscured at the moment.  Noted.
9. 
SPEED SIGNS

Cllr Taylor has discussed the possibility of having speed signs in the village with the Lengthsman.  The Lengthsman suggests that we consider solar signs and he plans to report back to Cllr Taylor with further information. Noted.
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10. MODIFICATIONS OF RAILWAY BRIDGE

Emails had been received from a local historian and BDC Conservation Officer about the modifications to the bridge.  The historian confirmed that she had not been consulted and the Conservation Officer confirmed that there was no duty to consult other parties for a prior approval application ‘an application where we do not consult because the applicant has the right to carry out the works but is only agreeing method and materials etc’.
Councillors are concerned about the appearance of this heritage asset. The plans were examined again by councillors and the Clerk was asked to contact Bromsgrove Society to see if they had been asked for their views. 
Cllrs will write to the Clerk with their thoughts on the workmanship & materials used so that a letter, on behalf of FPC, can be drafted for next meeting.
11. 
NATIONAL PAY SCALES


Cllrs Taylor and Orr-Cooper had discussed the increased pay scales, effective from 1st April 2019, recommended by the National Joint Council.  

An increase of 3.1% was proposed for the Clerk by Clly W Molloy, this was seconded by Cllr Hewer and agreed by all.

12.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

Planning Applications: 

18/01512/FUL

Proposed application for change of use of garage, kennel & store to holiday let.


Haybarn, Lower Gambolds Lane, Finstall, Bromsgrove, Worcs. B60 3BP


Finstall Parish Council had no objection to this plan.

Planning Approvals: None to date


Planning Refusals: None to date


Planning Matters for Discussion: None to date

13. 
FINANCE

a)
Receipts: Interest Money Manager Account January

  0.29

Total







   
£0.29       

It was resolved that the following payments be made:

b)
Payments:

Village Hall Committee (already paid)


         220.00


Mr M Male (Flower troughs etc 2018)


         300.00

Three Counties Payroll - January
 (D/D)


14.04


Heather Evans Salary February 2019


         240.08


Total






    
       £774.12
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14. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Resolved: The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Assembly Meeting of Finstall Parish Council to commence at 7.00 pm followed by an Ordinary Meeting of Finstall Parish Council to commence at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 2nd April 2019 in the village hall.

12. 
OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY – not referred to in the agenda
1. The Clerk was asked to contact BDC to ask if we can have a refuse bin on Heydon Road (opposite the dog bin) and to check when a bin will be sited near the bus stop, opposite The Cross Inn.
2.Cllr Taylor will contact the resident on Heydon Road about the hedge.  Although the hedge has been trimmed slightly vision is still partly obscured near the junction.

3. The Clerk was asked to invite the Footpaths Officer to the Parish Assembly Meeting.   

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55 pm.
Signed................................................                           Date……………………………..                                                                                                                    
_46259220

