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Wickhamford Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting, 9th June 2010 No. 06 /10
Clerk to the Council,   Mike Smith, 12 Pitchers Hill, Wickhamford WR11 7RT
01386 830676   email wickhamfordpc@sky.com           website www.wickhamfordparishcouncil.co.uk
Present 
J. Newbury, Chairman, J. Poulter, V. Chairman, Councillors, D. Heeks, D. Folkes, 
T. Waller, A. Smith and M. Smith, Clerk.

1. Apologies 

     None
2. Declarations of Interest
    T. Waller Item 8e
     D. Folkes, Planning 

3.  The meeting was adjourned for the Public Question Time, notes of which are appended to these 
       minutes

 4. The Minutes of the meeting held on the12th May2010 and also the amended minutes of the 
       14th April 2010 meeting were approved.

 5.  District Councillors Report.

       Key activities in June
Strategic issues
Children's Services: Learning Villages Campus approach Evesham, Support for Play, Children in Care Council, Speech and Language therapy review.
Budget/Finance - Next steps to reduce Children Services budget – efficiencies/stop doing/cuts 11m, Bold Programme to save 45m - Involvement with other Directorate's contributions

· Coalition announcements and the review of impact on Finance and Policy

· Cabinet, County and District Council, Cotswold Conservation Board, School Admission issues, 14-19 Board, Parish Council meetings x 4 and associated pre meetings/agenda meetings.

· Fire Authority and Conservation Board meetings.
· Division issues 

· Broadway: Car parking, Flooding, Museums, Opportunity in the Vale of Evesham Project, 
· Signage Guidance for Traders, Licences, Broadway Arts Festival.  School accommodation.
· Charlton: Ryden Lane run off flooding

· Childswickham/Wickhamford:  Flooding

· Cropthorne – Play

· Fladbury: Speed Review A44 Chadbury to Fladbury.

· Sedgeberrow: School accommodation

· Evesham High Street

· Ward Issues: Planning, Shere House development, Toilet Block 

· Individual Worcestershire resident issues: 
· Safeguarding, Health and Safety, Home to School transport. 

Coalition Changes

Education:  The DCSF is now the DfE. An invitation to be an Academy has been sent to all schools. Prince Henry's has made a formal expression of interest. There will be a new funding consultation this summer – pupil premium will be part of the consultation. I continue to press for fairer funding for Worcestershire.

NHS: 
NHS Worcestershire is trying to close a £60 million gap in its finances by 2013/14. There are new discussions about the structure to slim down bureaucracy.

Housing: the Government has announced that it intends to abolish rapidly the Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS). This intention is set out in the Government’s Programme ( May 2010 http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/409088/pfg coalition.pdf and more recently in a letter from Eric Pickles MP It has not yet issued any interim guidance as to how and when the process of abolishing the RSS will be taken forward. Its announcement to scrap the RSS links to its intention to enable local authorities to set their own future development requirements at the local level. The letter from Eric Pickles MP clearly indicates that the South Worcestershire authorities can now begin the process of revisiting the emerging SWJCS and setting locally determined development requirements. In the longer term the Government has also indicated that it intends to overhaul the current planning system and introduce a new way of plan making. However, unlike the announcement on RSS the Government has not suggested that local authorities and communities should anticipate the rapid abolition of the current system for plan production. Consequently, it must be assumed that in the interim local authorities can and should continue to produce Core Strategies and related LDF documents, but without imposed regional requirements and policies. (see other aspects below) 

Better Outcomes Leaner Delivery Programme – BOLD - Council Cuts 

Re the £45 million "Have Your Say" - A detailed survey was sent to more 19,000 households. 4,000 people signed up to take part in Worcestershire Viewpoint and an extra 15,000 surveys were sent to a random sample of addresses. 
The survey gathers public opinion on behalf of Worcestershire County Council, the six district councils, NHS Worcestershire and Hereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Service.
 It asked people for example how highly they valued each County Council service, as the authority is planning for a 15 per cent budget reduction between 2011 and 2014 the responses will be used to inform decisions about any changes to services.
Additional cuts - specific grants - a £3.2 million cut in public spending The County Council faces finding additional multi-million pound savings by April 2011. Chancellor George Osborne announced £6.2billion will be slashed from the public purse during the current financial year. There will be no cuts to the Revenue Support Grant (RSG) - which all councils use to fund its main services. WCC is committed to protecting frontline services as far as possible. Grant cuts affect Children's Services, Supporting People administration, Road Safety, Kickstart and the Home Office.
Highways General - Drainage The major drainage project has started.  £250,000 per annum has been committed over the next three years from the Council's capital flood alleviation budget to repair approximately 800 broken gully connections that have been identified countywide through the asset management system "Drainman".  

Please report any blocked or damaged drains to your Parish Clerk

Badsey Brook flood alleviation - Broadway/Childswickham/Wickhamford
1. The Environmental Survey/Geomorphology/Habitat Assessment is completed.

2. The funding for the consultants' project appraisal report enabled the work to start early March. The EA are now well into the appraisal stage.

3.The EA has a number of preferred options, as identified at the last drop-in sessions.

4. The shortlist of options that the EA feel can alleviate flooding, in the communities affected, are currently being modelled.  The appraisal includes economic reviews (damages and construction cost) and scoring of the options against various criteria e.g. environmental, archaeology, visual and economic. Based on the findings of these reviews the EA will be able to conclude which options should be progressed by this month.
5. Early indications were that the work would be ready for the Project Appraisal Board August meeting.
6.  Steps that need to be done to achieve this next deadline were

· Ground investigations following land owner approval (A land agent is liaising with land owners

·  Cost analysis

· Viability ranking

The EA are aiming to submit the preferred option in September 2010, for approval to spend the allocated money. The EA must demonstrate the proposed scheme is technically feasible, economically viable and environmentally sustainable.

8. The planning liaison team will be having pre-planning discussions with the local planning authority.  The order of work: phased or in sequence, will be determined at a later date.
The £2.0 million is still allocated to the project. I have no information at this date to say the work is not still on track to start in 2010/11.
24th June David Lavender will discuss the flooding from the top of the High Street and the new highway drainage – Leamington Road to Cheltenham Road on a draft schedule for 2011/12 and 12/13 

 Housing 

The abolition of WMRSS will have significant implications for South Worcestershire and the South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy as it was the emerging WMRSS which establishes housing and employment requirements up to the year 2026.

The South Worcestershire authorities welcome the opportunity to revisit locally development requirements and not be driven by RSS requirements. However, they recognise the importance of continuing with the production of a planning strategy for South Worcestershire as a basis for encouraging investment and dealing with current and future planning applications.

Before the Government announcement it was proposed that the SWJCS would be presented to the three South Worcestershire Councils for approval in the autumn this year with submission to the Secretary of State in January 2011. This is now unrealistic. A new timetable for the production of the SWJCS (the Local Development Scheme) will be developed over the coming three months and is likely to be presented to the three councils for approval in September this year. A revised SWJCS will be progressed as soon as possible. During the interim period evidence we have gathered so far will be evaluated to see how it supports the production of the SWJCS can be used to support the production of a revised SWJCS based upon locally determined development requirements. South Worcestershire Authorities have already informally said that increased emphasis will be placed on developing a revised SWJCS which is economic development led and ensures that appropriate infrastructure is delivered. The SWJCS is not being scrapped. These changes however, can not prevent land owners and prospective developers submitting speculative planning applications for development proposals, including development of a significant scale. In such circumstances it will be for the local planning authorities to consider any current or future planning applications against the policies contained in their existing Local Plans, emerging development plans and national planning policy guidance.  Meanwhile it is completely appropriate for the three planning authorities to continue talking to land owners and prospective developers with respect to their proposals and how they might be aligned with a revised SWJCS.

Speed limit review outside Worcestershire schools 

Initial investigations have been carried out at 39 schools on minor roads where there are speed issues. Consultation with schools is now proceeding. Further detailed investigations and appropriate treatments may happen next year subject to funding. 
Broadway schools have now had the upgraded high profile signs. We are continuing to monitor and rectify any signage anomalies that we have uncovered during our review process.

Fladbury Parish Council, Broadway and Wickhamford and Sedgeberrow are purchasing their own mobile VAS which could help during the interim period. 
Footway schemes signed off in this Division 2010/11 
Subject to unforeseen changes it is anticipated that the footways I nominated under the £3m scheme, based on your input last July and officer investigations into levels of need and priority are now due to be resurfaced as follows:

Evesham Road, Broadway          End of June `10

Broadway Road, Childswickham            Late August `10

Churchill Road, Sedgeberrow             June `10 (may have already started)

Experience tells me there is usually some slippage.

Evesham's Abbey Bridge is in desperate need of replacement – but the work is likely to result in major traffic problems and affect businesses… The challenges are significant. 

Funding is not in place. It is not yet known when the work will begin or how long it will take to complete

Broadway Library's new hours from June 1st
Monday: 
9.30am – 7pm ·         

Tuesday: closed
Wednesday: 
9.30am – 5.30pm ·         
Thursday: closed
Friday: 
9.30am – 5.30pm

Saturday: 9.30am – 1.30pm 
Sunday: closed
Worcestershire's Regulatory Service: Started on June 1st it brought together Trading Standards, Environmental Health and Licensing. The model which operates within one management structure is hosted by Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council and should save nearly £1.3 million across all seven councils. All seven Councils in Worcestershire -Worcestershire County, Worcester City, Redditch Borough, Bromsgrove District, Wyre Forest District, Malvern Hills District and Wychavon District Councils – signed up to the partnership. 
New services for children and young people with severe disabilities and complex health needs.
A total of 27 additional new short break services are now being commissioned throughout Worcestershire by the County Council's Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) programme. These are in addition to the 14 services already being commissioned by AHDC since Autumn 2009.
 May headlines unemployment data - Office for National Statistics:

The claimant count for Worcestershire in May 2010 was 11,267 (4.0% of the economically active population).  
This represents a decrease of 684 claimants in comparison to the previous month and a decrease of 1,764 on the same period last year.

The number of people claiming job seekers allowance in Worcestershire has stabilised in recent months.  On average, the number of claimants has decreased by 1.7% per month since August 2009, compared to an average monthly increase of over 16% between November 2008 and February 2009.
The number of notified job vacancies was 3,898, a 16.8% increase compared to the number of vacancies in April 2010 and a 39.9% increase on the number in May 2009.
Current Public Consultations on the Worcestershire County Council Consultation Portal: 
Cancer Strategy 2010-2014 

Carers' Strategy 2009 - 2014 

Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 

School Collaboration and Federations Policy  

13th June 2010 
Children with a Child Protection Plan: 415 (includes13 who are the primary responsibility of other local authorities) .  Children Looked After: 602. These statistics are also mentioned as a high percentage of Council Tax addresses this area. 

6.  Police Officers Report.
      Nothing to report other than the alleged arsonist has attended court and is due to be sentenced.
7.  Clerk’s Report.

      The Clerk is in the process of procuring Grave markers for the unmarked graves and also the 
       Purchased (ERB’s ) graves.

8.  New and Ongoing Items.
     a)  Delegation Authorities.

     After due discussion the following were agreed,

    Open Space Officer, D. Heeks.

    Grasscutting Officer, J. Poulter.

    Path / Pavement Officer, J. Newbury

    Burial Ground Manager, M. Smith

    Burial Ground Officer, T. Waller.

    b)  Pact.  T. Waller and A. Smith will deliver 20 Questionnaires to various households with 

          hopefully answers returned to the Clerk prior to the next meeting.

    c)  Play Area. All Councillors had received a précis of the RoSPA report prior to the meeting.

          Although none of the areas were “high risk” it was agreed that the work will be attended to  

          starting with J. Newbury and D. Heeks attending to the bent / missing railings.
    d)  Rate Relief, Sandys Arms. It was agreed to support this application.
    e)  Bonfires. Complaints have been received regarding inconsiderate lighting of bonfires. Although

          there are no hard and fast rules regarding when a bonfire can be lit it. An article would be placed

          in the next newsletter.
    f)  Cemetery Rules & Regulations.  Councillors were asked to bring their ideas for a Cemetery
          sign to the next meeting for discussion. To alleviate any further issues at the Cemetery a copy

         of the Rules & Regulations will be attached to the gates as a temporary measure.
    At this point Councillor D. Heeks interrupted the meeting and questioned the condition of the
    hedge at Brookfield, Manor Road but was told this was not an agenda item and could not be  
    discussed. As the hedge in question was the property of Councillor A. Smith she insisted that this
     was discussed to which the Council agreed. Various points were made including the contour and 

    the line of the hedge. A. Smith asked if she should trim the hedge, pointing out that it had just 

    recently been done. It was agreed that this item be closed. 

9.  Planning.
      W/10/00499/CU, Corbiere, Longdon Hill. Comments made

      W/10/01287/LUE, Orchard Farm, Pitchers Hill. Comments made.
10. Finance.

       Balance sheets were made available to Councillors.

       Cheques signed,

       Zurich Insurance, Insurance

       M. Smith, Office Rental, Computer etc.

       GBD, Grasscutting, (May)
11. Date of the next meeting confirmed as 14th July 2010
Meeting Closed 8.00 
Signed……………………………………………….



Date…………………………………

                       Chairman

Notes of the Public Question Time
Discussion on the planning application for “Corbiere!

