

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 September 2019.

Present:  Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr B Porter, Mr D Fereday, Mrs A Oliver, Mr N Cresswell, Mr P King
and Mr P Ralph 
In attendance: J Barker (clerk), three members of the public (part meeting), Cllr P Whatley and Cllr S Rouse (District Cllrs, part meeting)

49/19
Apologies

There were apologies from Cllr P Tuthill (County Cllr), Mr G Jones, Mr P Hawkins, Mr R Husband
50/19
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) – Mr B Porter declared an interest in planning application 19/15.


b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None

Meeting closed for Open Forum


Three residents reported excessive noise from the A4103 following the recent resurfacing and concern that an unusually coarse grade of surface dressing has been used. The road noise is sufficient to affect their sleep and have a negative impact on their health and wellbeing.  Mr King had inspected the site and confirmed coarse chippings up to 14mm in size and insufficient smaller chippings to fill the gaps and assist embedding into the road surface. It was agreed that the parish council would request a site meeting with WCC Highways and report back to the residents concerned. 

Meeting re-opened

51/19
Minutes

The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 23 July 2019 were proposed by Mr Porter, seconded by Mr Fereday and approved unanimously.

52/19
Reports from representatives of other bodies: 

Deferred until later in the meeting.


53/19
Progress reports on matters arising from previous minutes not listed elsewhere on agenda
· WCC has started clearing the blocked drains, though the work is ongoing and some drains remain blocked.

· The ditch outside Guiness Park Farm needs clearing. Mr Ralph agreed to deal with it.

· Rectory Wood – Mr Sharp noted the Natural Network initiative and has applied for a grant towards work on the wood. The scheme also includes a survey by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust who will provide advice on managing the area of woodland. 
· Neighbourhood Watch – There is an information event being held at the Memorial Hall which Mr Sharp will attend.

· Mr Sharp has walked some of the parish paths with the Footpath Warden and WCC ROW Officer. Two broken bridges and a dangerous footpath were highlighted. The bridges will be replaced and better fencing provided to make safe the dangerous path. 

· The ambulance service will provide a list of defibrillator suppliers and provide training for free. The information to be passed to the Memorial Hall chairman for consideration by the hall committee.

Planning committee chairman Mr Fereday took the chair for item 54/19
54/19   Planning

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held 27 August 2019 
Having been circulated the minutes were proposed by Mr King, seconded by Mr Porter and approved unanimously.
b) Updates on ongoing planning matters – None.
c) Planning applications 
	L&B 

Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Proposal
	Location
	Recommendation
	Note
Ref

	19/13
	19/01328/FUL
	Proposed agricultural building for storage and stabling. Change of 

use from agricultural to equestrian
	South Cottage
Sandlin

Leigh Sinton

Malvern, WR13 5DS
	Approval
Proposed NC

Seconded PK

Unanimous
	

	19/14
	19/01180/FUL
	New 3 bedroom dwelling
	Victoria House
Hereford Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DS
	Refusal
Proposed JS

Seconded PK

Carried 5 votes 

in favour to 2 

against
	(a)

	19/15
	19/01362/HP
	Proposed side and rear extension
	Cherry Tree Cottage
3 Suffield

Bransford, WR6 5JE
	Approval
Proposed PR

Seconded PK

Unanimous
	(b)


(a) The parish council recommends refusal of this application on the grounds of over development of the site, the close proximity of the proposed dwelling to other houses on Clewer Croft and insufficient vehicle turning space.

(b) Mr Porter had declared an interest in this application and took no part in discussions or voting.

d) Planning decisions 

19/01208/HP



Garage conversion
20 Norway Close
Approved


 Appeal APP/J1860/D/19/3229960
Side extension

2 Dale Cottages

Dismissed
e) Neighbourhood Development Group update

Mr King reported that the next step will be to collate the feedback on the draft plan. Consultation on the next phase of the SWDP will take place soon and may also have a bearing on the neighbourhood plan.
Mr Sharp resumed the chair for the remainder of the meeting.
55/19    To consider applications for co-option to the parish council
          
There were no applications. The matter to be carried forward to the next meeting.
56/19   To consider requests for donations


1st Leigh Rainbows submitted an application for £750 to purchase and set up a laptop. The parish council agreed in principle to support the application but suggested three quotes should be obtained to ensure value for money. Mr Sharp agreed to work with the group leader in obtaining quotes. It was also suggested that the parish council should purchase the laptop and donate it to the Rainbows so that VAT can be reclaimed.
57/19

Finance
a) Accounts paid

R Wilks


Lengthsman –July



£388.80
MHDC


Uncontested election



£72.00

J Barker


Clerk – August




£757.50
b) Accounts passed for payment

J Monk


Web hosting 2019/20



£60.00
R Wilks


Lengthsman – August



£172.80

J Barker


Clerk – September



£812.45
J Barker


HMRC Q2 (reimbursed)


£37.23

Payments proposed by Mr Fereday, seconded by Mrs Oliver and approved unanimously. 


f)    Bank balances 


     Current account
(at 30/08/2019)





£25,875.01

      Savings account
(at 30/08/2019)





£4892.15
Cllrs Rouse and Whatley arrived at this point in the meeting and the earlier deferred item 52/19 was heard.

52/19 
District Councillors report


Cllrs Whatley and Rouse provided an update on proposals to increase taxi fares, the SWDP call for sites, a forthcoming Boundary Commission review and priorities for the MHDC 5 year plan. 

The chairman provided them with an update on the earlier discussions regarding the road surface through Leigh Sinton and ongoing problems with blocked drains. Cllr Rouse agreed to check the condition of the drains at Nash Green.

58/19   Reports of committees and working groups 
            Play Areas – Mrs Oliver gave an update on plans for new equipment for Leigh Hurst play area. When 
all quotes are in they will be presented to the parish council for consideration.
59/19
Councillors reports and items for future consideration

Grass and hedge cutting


The contract for grass and hedge cutting is coming up for renewal. Following positive feedback from both 
members of the public and parish councillors the chairman asked the existing contractor, Mr T Suttill, 

to quote for 2020 and 2021based on the existing specification. Total cost quoted - 2020 £1486, 2021 
£1514. After consideration the quote was proposed by Mr King, seconded by Mrs Oliver and approved 
unanimously.

Winter grit


It was agreed that one tonne of grit should be purchased to ensure an adequate supply for the parish owned 
green grit bins over the winter. The chairman agreed to liaise with the parish Lengthsman to ensure 
purchase at the lowest cost.

Kiln Lane development cycle path


It was noted that the new cycle path slopes down towards the road with no barrier to prevent users rolling 
into the highway. This is particularly dangerous for children. The chairman agreed to follow the matter up.

60/19
Date and time of next meeting 


Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 22 October 

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 26 November

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

Meeting closed at 9.15pm

Chairman.............................................

Date...............................................

PAGE  
557

