

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 26 November 2019.

Present:  Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr B Porter, Mr D Fereday, Mrs A Oliver, Mr N Cresswell, Mr P King Mr P Ralph (until end of item 67/19), Mr G Jones, Mr P Hawkins, Mr R Husband and Dr M Hinchliffe (from item 66/19)
In attendance: J Barker (clerk), seven members of the public (part meeting), Cllr P Whatley and Cllr S Rouse (District Cllrs, part meeting)

61/19
Apologies

There were apologies from Cllr P Tuthill (County Cllr)
62/19
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial)





Mr D Fereday declared an interest in item 69/19

b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None

Meeting closed for Open Forum


A resident reported the ongoing problems with drainage, potholes and poor road surface in Dragons Lane. Residents have reported these issues on the WCC hub three times in the last three years and no action has been taken. The clerk confirmed this has also now been reported by the parish council. The parish council will follow up the matter with the county council.


A former parish councillor reported that a resident of the parish, who is now serving on the parish council, had been verbally abusive to him in the village in front of other residents. He informed the council that he is taking legal advice on the matter.

The agents representing the owner of land off the A4103 opposite Leigh Sinton School gave a presentation outlining possible plans to develop 52 homes and six football pitches for Leigh & Bransford Badgers FC at the site. The plans were discussed and councillors expressed concern that so much of the site is given over to pitches when so few children from the parish are involved with the Badgers. There was also concern about the large number of additional vehicles this would bring in to the village.


The council took the view that what is actually needed are amenities easily accessible to local residents, meeting local needs and available for all to use.


Meeting re-opened

63/19
Minutes

The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 24 September 2019 were proposed by Mrs Oliver, seconded by Mr Fereday and approved unanimously.

64/19
Reports from representatives of other bodies: 

Deferred until later in the meeting.


65/19
Progress reports on matters arising from previous minutes not listed elsewhere on agenda
· Excessive road noise in Leigh Sinton following resurfacing. Mr King is following the matter up.

· Ditch clearance outside Guinness Park Farm. Mr Ralph is dealing with the matter. It was noted that all the ditches along Chapel Lane also need clearing. The Bank House to be contacted regarding the ditches on their side. Landowners to be identified for ditches on the other side.

· The Neighbourhood Watch scheme is progressing. All homes in the parish will be leafleted in the New Year.

· Cycle lane leaving Kiln Lane. The chairman is following up.
66/19    To consider applications for co-option to the parish council

          
Two applications had been received, from Mrs J Ludlow and Dr M Hinchliffe. After due consideration 
both applicants 
received five votes. The chairman cast his deciding vote for Dr Hinchliffe and he was 
duly co-opted. Dr Hinchliffe signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting.
Planning committee chairman Mr Fereday took the chair for item 67/19
67/19   Planning

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held 22 October 2019 
Having been circulated the minutes were proposed by Mr King, seconded by Mr Porter and approved    unanimously.
b) Updates on ongoing planning matters 
Disputed new fence line to property at the corner of Sherridge Road and the A4103.The matter is currently in the hands of WCC and the property owner’s solicitors.
c) Planning applications – None
d) Planning decisions 
19/01431/HP
Albion Cottage, Smith End Green
Replacement Garage

Approved


e) Neighbourhood Development Group update
Mr King gave a brief update. The group will next meet in the New Year.

Mr Sharp resumed the chair for the remainder of the meeting.
64/19
Deferred earlier in the meeting.


Cllrs Rouse and Whatley gave an update on MHDC. 


The financial plan and budget for the next 5 years has been approved, subject to any changes resulting from the General Election, and the council is working on its priorities, including green issues, climate change and skills. Work has started on Priory Park. The SWDP revised has gone out to consultation. Currently MH district has a land supply for the next 6 -7 years.


The availability of superfast broadband to some homes in Leigh Sinton was questioned. The chairman agreed to follow up with Councillor Whatley.
68/19   To consider requests for donations

The Rainbows had requested a donation of £750 to purchase a laptop. As discussed at previous 
meetings this figure was thought to be too high. The chairman proposed a donation of £250, Mr 
Husband seconded and it was agreed unanimously.


The Friday Toddler Group based at the Memorial Hall had requested a donation towards hall fees 
and running expenses. Mr King proposed a donation of £250, Mr Jones seconded and it was agreed 
unanimously.

69/19
To consider a response to the SWDP Preferred Options consultation


The sites in the parish put forward in the preferred options document were considered. Following discussion the consensus was that the preferred option would be the area of land off the A4103 opposite Leigh & Bransford School. Mr King to provide information and the clerk to inform MHDC.

70/19
To consider the Natural Networks report on Rectory Wood


The chairman outlined the proposals put forward in the report, which aim to encourage biodiversity at the site. The proposal had suggested replacing the kick-about area with a wild flower strip but it was agreed that the kick-about area is needed and will stay in the plans. 


The application needs to be submitted by 08/01/2020. The pc needs to pay the £2000 cost of the required work upfront, but will get 45% back from EU funding. The chairman and Dr Hinchliffe agreed to work on the application and obtain quotes for the necessary work. Proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Hawkins and approved unanimously.

71/19
To discuss improvements to Leigh Hurst play area


Mrs Oliver reported that she is still waiting for the final quote. The aim is for the improved play area to be available for use by the start of next summer.
72/19

Finance
a) To approve the budget for 2020/21
A draft budget of £22,135 was circulated and discussed. Proposed by Mr Husband, seconded by Mrs Oliver and approved unanimously.

b) To agree the precept for 2020/21

The estimated tax base for 2020/21 is yet to be received so the item was deferred to the January meeting.

c) To approve accounts paid

Accounts paid

R Wilks


Lengthsman –September


£360.00

Thomas Suttill

Mowing and hedge maintenance 2019/20
£1749.60

Barton Hyett


Rectory Wood survey



£600.00

J Barker


Clerk – October




£767.85
d) Accounts passed for payment

R Wilks


Lengthsman – October



£331.20
J Barker


Clerk – November



£778.78
James Monk


Domain renewal



£12.00

Rainbows


Donation 




£250.00

Friday toddler group

Donation




£250.00

Payments proposed by Mr Fereday, seconded by Mrs Oliver and approved unanimously. 


f)    Bank balances 


     Current account
(at 31/10/2019)





£34,313.93

      Savings account
(at 31/10/2019)





£4894.59
73/19 
To consider support for 1st Leigh Scouts application for s106 funding

Representatives of 1st Leigh Scout Group outlined their proposals to construct a new Multi-Purpose Outdoor Activity Building, an Outside Bushcraft Classroom and to make the existing scout hut disabled friendly. It was noted that the current hut is in use every night of the week and is used by over 100 Scouts and Guides, the majority coming from the parish and neighbouring areas. There are currently waiting lists to join certain sections. The proposed facilities will not only improve the range of activities offered but will also allow additional young people to join. The scheme is budgeted to cost £90,096.31 of which £77,896.31 will be sought from s106 funds. Mrs Oliver proposed the parish council support the application, Mr King seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
74/19
To discuss measures to improve cyclist safety in the parish


A resident had contacted the parish council requesting action be taken to improve cyclist safety in the parish and that the council support early inclusion of the parish in the ‘close pass’ scheme  being offered by West Mercia police in 2020. The chairman has already contacted the scheme organiser in this regard. It was noted that a cycle path between Leigh Sinton and Dyson Perrins School is the councils preferred use of WCC highways s106 funds (approx. £40,000). Since currently available funds would be insufficient to install such a path it was suggested that it be used to produce a detailed survey and design document and costed scheme. The chairman to discuss with Cllr Tuthill.

The danger posed to cyclists by loose gravel and mud on the A4103 was raised and more regular road sweeping suggested. Compliance with wheel washing regulations on the Guinness Park Farm site was questioned. It was also noted that black smoke had been seen coming from the chimneys. The chairman to follow up with WCC Environmental Services.
75/19
To consider the purchase of a new parish laptop


After discussion Mr King proposed a budget of £450, Mr Jones seconded and it was approved unanimously.

76/19
Request to support the suggested conversion of the Worcester to Leominster railway line in to a cycle/pedestrian leisure way


The request was discussed and supported unanimously. The clerk to follow up.

77/19   Reports of committees and working groups 

Memorial Hall – Mr Husband gave an update on bookings and plans at the hall. The chairman is still 
awaiting information on installing a defibrillator. Mr King to look into whether funding for the 
installation of insulation can come from s106 funds. It was also suggested that the hall include a 
timetable of everything that goes on at the hall in The Sphere.


Speeding and road safety – Still waiting for the new pole to be installed to allow use of the 
second VAS and allow VAS to be turned around. Speeding at Dragons Cross was discussed. Mr 
King will check if roundels have been installed. Mr King will also follow up on the overhanging 
hedge at the Stocks Lane junction.

Parish footpaths – two new bridges are to be installed in the Coles Green area. Mr Porter reported he 
has reported the footpath sign at the end of Chapel Lane. Mr Sharp noted an enquiry regarding 
disabled access to the path entrance at Suckley Road. 
78/19
Councillors reports and items for future consideration
· It was reported that lights are left on in the school car park at times when it is not in use. The chairman agreed to speak to the Headteacher.
· The footway between the bus shelter and Hop Pole Green is in a poor state of repair and needs resurfacing. The clerk to check if the section of land from the bus shelter to the kissing gate belongs to the parish council and the matter to be followed up.

· Flood signs on the Leigh Sinton to Malvern road have been left in situ and are lying on the verge. 

Mr Cresswell to report the matter on the WCC hub.
· Site entrance signs are still in place at the Kiln Lane development site. The chairman to follow up. 

· There are a number of drains and ditches that need to be cleared. The Lengthsman is following up on these.

79/19
Date and time of next meeting 


Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 17 December (if required)

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 28 January

Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

Meeting closed at 10 pm

Chairman.............................................

Date...............................................
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