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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL
 Ref:  06/19 P.
1176
MINUTES of an ORDINARY MEETING of FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 5th November 2019 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.
Mr  Brian Lucas,  Finstall resident & Footpaths Warden, was invited to outline his proposal for a Monarch’s Way information notice board to be sited near the rugby club on Finstall Road.  

No other members of the public attended.
Mr Lucas showed a copy of the plan to the Councillors. The information has been mapped with kind help from Judith Hancox at the Monarch’s Way Association. It shows a map of Bromsgrove and its landmarks on one side and the 625mile estimated route that King Charles 2nd took in 1651 to escape from Oliver Cromwell and parliamentary troops at the end of the English civil war. 
The councillors were impressed with the proposed sign. Mr Lucas outlined a cost of  £90 for printing and approximately £140 for materials to make the sign.  Mr Lucas added that he would be willing to make the information board.
The Chairman thanked Mr Lucas for his time and effort with this project which is of historical significance for Finstall.

Mr Lucas also updated all present about the gate, off Heydon Road, which has been broken for some months. He believes, following a conversation with Worcs County Council, that the gate is unlikely to be replaced as the path will become part of the tarmacked cycle route which will pass through Finstall.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Those present at the meeting were:
Chairman Cllr Will Taylor, Cllrs Christine Orr-Cooper, Malcolm and Wendy Molloy, Rosemarie Ryan and Caroline Spencer
Also in attendance:
Heather Evans, the Clerk.
1.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllr Hewer.
2.
MINUTES REFERENCE 05/19 P.1173-1175
Minutes recording the meeting held on 1st October 2019 as circulated were 
taken as read, approved and signed.  Resolved.
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3.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:


There were no declarations of interest.     Resolved.















4.
PROGRESS REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
a. Cllr Taylor will liaise with S.Skeys to check that all is well now and that duties are back on track.
b) Noted. Email received on 5th November from Bromsgrove South & Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team that they do patrol Penmanor park on a regular basis.











5. 
CORRESPONDENCE


Items a) c) d) were noted.
b) The Clerk had emailed West Mercia police following the resident’s concern.  The email has been acknowledged – please see item 4b above.

6.
 ALLOTMENTS UPDATE
Cllr Taylor reported that the next person on the waiting list has now been contacted to see if they would like the opportunity to rent an allotment.  We are waiting to hear if they wish to proceed.
7. 
BROMSGROVE PLAN REVIEW
Cllrs Taylor and M. Molloy had attended the Parish Council briefing held in October.  Bromsgrove, like all areas, is under pressure from government and the needs of a rising population to build more homes.  The Issues and Options consultation responses indicated a preference for growth around Bromsgrove town.  However transport links were a key factor and there are CC highway issues.
Cllr Taylor and Cllr Molloy confirmed that plans for further housing development in Rock Hill have been deferred.
8. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
An application was received for consideration after the agenda had been issued.  The application, outlined below, will be emailed to all cllrs as comments need to be submitted by 24th November.  
Planning Reference: 19/01354/FUL: Proposed extensions and alterations to 

11 Penmanor, Finstall, Bromsgrove.
9. 
2020/21 BUDGET
The 2020/21 budget was issued and will be discussed further at the December meeting.
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10. 
ITEMS TO CONSIDER FOR PURCHASE
Information Board: It was proposed by Cllr Spencer and seconded by Cllr M. Molloy that the Parish Council fund the purchase of the Monarch’s Way Information Board as proposed by Mr Lucas.  
Goal Posts: Cllr Taylor outlined the costs for new goal posts.  There was a discussion about whether we should invest in more posts at the moment.  

Cllr Taylor will ask residents for their views about the playing field via the Finstall Focus next month.
Village Gateways: Cllrs are keen to explore the possibility of having gateways in the village.  The Chairman will liaise with County Cllr K. Taylor about this as planning permission will also be necessary. The clerk will forward Cllr Taylor’s email address to Cllr Taylor so that they can arrange to meet.

Radar Speed Sign: Cllr Taylor has talked with Richard Clewer at WCC about speed signs and Mr Clewer suggests that a portable mini speed sign, battery operated, may be the best one to consider.  It comes with a spare battery pack and charger as the battery would need to be changed each week. The cost is £2,625.00 each plus VAT.

Cllr Taylor has also discussed the speed sign idea with the lengthsman who is willing to maintain the speed sign as part of his duties.  

Cllr W Molloy proposed that Finstall Parish council proceed and order the portable mini speed sign indicator device. The proposal was seconded by Cllr D Ryan and all were in favour.  The Clerk will place the order, delivery is expected within 6 weeks.
There was a discussion about the best position to site the sign. Cllr Orr-Cooper said that we will have the flexibility in the future to alternate where it’s placed as it is portable. It was decided that initially it will be placed at the top of the hill on Alcester Road as some motorists exceed the speed limit driving down towards the railway bridge.  
11. CAROL SERVICE
Cllr Taylor asked Cllr Orr-Cooper if Tardebigge Cider could provide the mulled cider for the carol service on 20th December.  This was agreed.

Cllr Spencer confirmed that both Rev Richard Clark and Rev David Ford will attend the carol service and that the choirs of St Bartholomew’s and St Godwald’s will join together in harmony for the service!

Cllr W Molloy will arrange for a hamper to be made up for the raffle and will buy sweets for the children.

Cllr Taylor has the vinyl signs advertising the carol service, Cllr M. Molloy will arrange for a new date to be printed for 2019 and will amend the signs accordingly.
12. FINANCE

a) RECEIPTS

Interest Money Manager Account 12th September       
              0.29
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It was resolved that the following payments be made:

b) PAYMENTS

Citizens Advice Bromsgrove & Redditch Grant


100.00


Heather Evans Salary October 2019 



222.40


Stationery Expenses





  58.48


Three Counties Payroll (July DD)


         

  14.04


PKF Littlejohn – Administration charge



  48.00









       
         £442.92

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be an Ordinary Meeting of Finstall Parish Council to commence at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 3rd December 2019 in the village hall.
14. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY

Cllr W. Molloy informed members that Mr Male has said he will not be able to plant and maintain the flower troughs in the village next year.  All expressed their thanks to Mr Male for his hard work in the past keeping the flowers looking good throughout the season.
Cllr Spencer said about the remembrance services at St Godwald’s: People are invited to congregate at the war memorial in Aston Fields at 10a.m. on Sunday 10th November and this will be followed at 10.30am by a remembrance service in church.  On Monday 11th November at 11am people will meet briefly at the war memorial at 11a.m.

Cllr Ryan reported that a water hydrant sign has been knocked down on grass land on Heydon Road.  The clerk will investigate and report this to Severn Trent Water.

Cllr Ryan commented that the new tarmac area looks very smart outside the village hall and all agreed that it is an improvement.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00p.m.
Signed...........................................................Date..............................................
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