At a meeting of Lower Broadheath Parish Council

 Held in the Village Hall on Monday 7th September 2009 at 7.30pm

Present: Mrs. B. Beard (Chairman)               
               Mr. P. Simmonds               
               Mr. A. Forrest

               Mr. M.Wedd
               Ms. M.Davies
               Mrs. V. Swinburn 
               Mrs. J. Plante
               Mr. R. Bass 
               Cllr A. Tarbuck

   Cllr D Hull   
               Mr. M Davis - Clerk
Apologies: Cllr. A. Davies
Declaration of Interests: Mr Simmonds (Affordable Housing)
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2009 and the planning meeting held on 10th August 2009 having been circulated were proposed Mr Simmonds, seconded Mr Wedd and signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising:

Vicarage Green:  Mr Wedd advised that although showing signs of wear the football nets were still serviceable.
Public Rights of Way and Footpaths:  The meeting considered footpath improvements and a footpath diversion submitted by Mr Drinkwater. The meeting supported the proposals and asked the clerk to forward Mr Drinkwater’s proposals with some amendments to Cllr Davies.
Highways: There was discussion about the poor level of response from the Highways department with regard to issues raised by the Parish Council. The clerk to write to Cllr Derek Prodger, outlining the concerns and seeking a response.
Allotments:  An email had been received from Angela Hill concerning various allotment issues. No action taken.
Anti Social Behaviour: Nothing to report. It was agreed to consider the need for the police surgery at the October meeting.
Affordable Housing:  It was understood that no progress had been made on the affordable housing at Heath Nurseries. It was agreed that the clerk should write to the Rural Housing Enabling Officer inviting him to attend the October meeting to advise how the matter can be progressed
Parish Plan:  Nothing to report.
Village Hall:  Nothing to report.

Report on Boules Court: Mr Forrest advised that the work was complete and that the boules court had been received very favourably. Mrs Watkins had agreed to ensure the gate was closed  at night.Mr Forrest had visited the Wychavon Boules court and received useful advise. Mr Forrest to seek funding from Cllr Davies for a further 2 sets of boules at a cost of about £400.  
Positive Activities: Pat Lewis suggested alternatives for sports development in the village.

1. Extend the previous Futsal sessions. The hire of Martley sports hall had been problematic however.

2. Football sessions on the Vicarage Green, followed by a match.
3. Street Soccer – kids turn up and a flexible skill development is adopted.

4. Cricket / baseball / football.

It was agreed that training  sessions should start on Sunday, 25th September from about 10.30 to 12.00 noon. on the vicarage green  There would be 3 blocks of 4 weekly sessions the last block in the spring (before 31st March). A flexible approach would be adopted to which type of session to provide. The cost of the training, equipment and advertising should not exceed £400. The Chairman thanked Mr Lewis for his presentation.
County Councillors report: in Cllr Davies absence the written report was considered:
1. Positive activities grant application of £400 is likely to be approved.

2. Some funding available for PROW projects. Write to Alwyn with suggestions to be forwarded to Tracy Sutton.

3. Bell Lane patching work completed prior to Surface Dressing next year.

4. Rapid Transit System from Crown East to City Centre will be consulted on shortly within the City. Consultations with rural parishes will be undertaken prior to Park and Ride construction.

District Councillors report: Cllr Tarbuck advised that Malvern Hills District Council would be voting on Tuesday 8th September on the proposed SWJCS. to extend the consultation period for a further 9 months. Mr Wedd advised that he would be addressing the meeting as a SaEV member. Cllr Hull reported an overgrown hedge at Paynes Heath farm which he understood was to be cut shortly.
Casual Vacancies: The clerk advised that there had been 2 expressions of interest for the 2 vacancies. It was therefore proposed Mr Simmonds, seconded Mrs Swinburn and resolved to appoint Ms Gray and Mr Fox as members. 

Suspension of Standing Orders for Public Participation:   Mr Morris reported:

1. Raised manhole cover , dangerous on B4204 between Heath Nurseries and Lovington Lane.
2. Potholes on Martley Road opposite Hallow Lane.

3. Overgrown Hedge at Knoll Bank, Martley Road

4. Overgrown hedge on PROW 528 at the Old Rectory

The clerk to report these matters to highways.
Correspondence: 
1. Worcs Biological Records Centre – Ancient trees and Orchard

2. Natural England – Traditional Orchard Project

3. Malvern Hills Partnership – Annual Report 2009

Planning: The following applications were received for comments:
	Application No.
	Address
	Type of works
	
	Comments 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	09/01095/HOU
	Markham House

Broadheath Common
	Two storey and side extension.
	No comment

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Decisions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	09/00861/HOU
	Old Orchard
	Detached Garage and Store
	Approved

	(amendment)
	Crown East Lane
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


To consider the proposed changes to the planning application system: The proposal by MHDC to introduce a paperless system was discussed. The system will require the parish council to provide a digital projector and screen so that applications can be shown for consideration at meetings. It was proposed Mrs Swinburn, seconded Mr Simmonds and resolved that the clerk should purchase the equipment at a cost of approximately £500 subject to advise from Mr Wedd.

Finance: 

a) Accounts for payment: It was proposed by Mr Simmonds, seconded by Mr. Wedd and resolved to pay the following outstanding accounts:
1. Mr RA Gould – Allotment grass cutting August.


-£65.00

2.   Clement Keys – Fee for annual audit



           - £155.25

3.
Smart Cut – Vicarage Green Maintenance, August


-£62.28



      - Grass Cutting, August



           - £155.25
                                                                                  Sub    Total 
           - £217.53
4.
Mr M Davis – Management of Lengthsman Scheme


- £91.60

5.
Heath Nurseries – Supply plants for Boules Court

          - £261.63

6.
J Tolnai – Repair allotment tap.




-£75.00

7. Worcs Diocese Glebe Acc – Vicarage Green Rent   

           -£225.00                                                  29/09/2009 to 24/03/2010

8.    Mike Beard  -                                                 print newsletter
-£50.00








Paper


-£17.04

9.    Mrs Wilson, WI – Newsletter




-£100.00

10.
 Landscapes of Malvern – construction of Boules Court               - £2,988.00
It was proposed by Mr Simmonds, seconded by Mr. Wedd and resolved to approve the following accounts which were paid at the 10th August meeting:
1.   Mr RA Gould – Allotment grass cutting July.


-£65.00

2.  Smart Cut Ltd   - Vicarage Green Maintenance & Verges 

(including Hallow Lane)  July                




- £217.53

3 M Davis  -  Purchase of Norton 360 Anti Virus                                 - £44.85

4. 
Pen Y Coed Petanque – Boules




- £382.51

5.   Glasdon UK Ltd – Black Polybags




- £86.83

6.
M&M Lock Secure Ltd – Repair Allotment Gate Lock

- £51.75


b) The external audit of the accounts had been completed and approved by Clement Keys. It was proposed by Mr Wedd, seconded by Mr Simmonds and resolved to approve the audited accounts for 2008/2009.
c) It was proposed Mr Simmonds, seconded Mrs Swinburn and resolved to add an additional signatory to the bank mandate. It was agreed that Mr Wedd  be a signatory.
Common Management Fund: There was some discussion about the status of the common management fund. It was agreed that the overgrown verge at the Sling Lane , Bell Lane junction was a highway safety issue. The clerk to advise highways.
Lengthsman Update: The lengthsman had commenced work at the start of September and progress included the cutting of the hedge at the old police house, grip cutting at the Bell Lane, Ankerdine Road junction and sign cleaning. 
Regional Spatial Strategy: See District Councillors report.
Date of Next meeting:  5th October 2009 at 7.30pm.
