At a “Virtual” Meeting of Lower Broadheath Parish Council

 Held using “Zoom” on Monday 7th September 2020 at 7.30pm

Present: Mrs B. Beard (Chairman)
   Mr. M.Wedd (Vice Chairman)                             
   Mrs. A. Carver 
   Mrs A Crooks    
   Mrs J Davison
   Mr R Mason

   Mr. J. Steel 

   Mr D, Thomason    

   Mrs M. Warfield   
   Mr E Whittaker
   Cllr D Chambers   
   Mr. M. Davis – Clerk    
Apologies: Cllr D Walton and Cllr P Grove. Mrs A Kirkland had resigned from the parish council.
Declaration of Interests: Mr Steel declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Vicarage Green proposals.
Minutes: It was proposed by Mrs Carver Steel seconded Mr Wedd and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th July 2020, having been circulated, were approved and signed by the Chairman subject to the amendment of the cost of the sports facilities being £2,500. 
District Councillors’ Report: The district councillors’ report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr. Chambers reported that there was likely to be a reduction in the number of councillors with some amendments to wards. Longer term unitary authorities may replace county and district councils. He was concerned about the performance of the planning service and had requested the resumption of reporting to councillors be resumed to help address this. Problems had arisen with the political organisation of the council which were still unresolved.
County Councillor’s Report: Various reports had been circulated
Matters arising from the minutes of the Monday 6th July 2020:  
Vicarage Green: A broken branch on the large oak tree had been dealt with by Nick Denley.
Public Rights of Way and Footpaths: Mrs Carver advised that the Countryside Service needed more work to justify a visit. Members were asked to advise of any broken / rotten sign posts etc. Mt Jordan had agreed to replace the gate near Broadheath Foods. There was an ongoing problem with the dog bins overflowing. There is a dead elm tree adjacent to the path from Church Lane to Grange Road. The clerk to discuss both matters with the lengthsman. 
Highways: Although the hedge by footway on the Martley Road had been cut it was still not satisfactory. 
Allotments: There was concern about the gate being left unlocked particularly following the recent encampment on the common. 
Anti-Social Behaviour: The police had reported various incidents.
Village Hall: Limited use of the hall was resuming.
Broadheath Common: The Lord of the Manor is considering the possibility of some earth bunds to restrict access together with a gate in Sling Lane near Bell Lane.
Sports Facilities: The request for a PWLB (Public Works Loan Board) loan of £15,000 had been re-submitted to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government. Mr Wedd reported that it would be necessary to provided either a pond or underground storage to enable maximum drainage run off to be reduced. Although expensive he recommended the provision of underground storage beneath the car park to maximise use of surface area. He had asked for quotes for the work.
Correspondence: Mr Rayner had expressed concern about traffic speeds on Martley road and had asked for any available traffic speed data. It was agreed that Mr Rayner should be given the data and advised to pass his concerns on to the police.
Planning applications for consideration: 
Applications

	Application Number
	Address
	Type of work
	Comments 

	20/01021/FUL
	Sunrays, Broadheath Common
	Demolition of Existing Bungalow. Construction of new 3 bedroom detached dwelling, with detached garage - (Variation of condition 2 Ref. 19/01338/FUL) 
	Recommend Refusal

It is considered to be intrusive and overdevelopment.

	20/01161/HP
	23 Jacomb Drive
	Domestic alterations & extension to bungalow
	Recommend Refusal.
Proposal is overdevelopment, out of scale with the area and reduces available parking.


Decisions
	Application No
	Address
	Type of work
	Decision


	20/00630/HP 

	Kilburn, Broadheath Common
	Insertion of windows to bedroom and attic on side elevation
	Approved


	19/01892/FUL
	Land At (Os 8089 5723), Frenchlands Lane, Lower Broadheath
	Construction of vehicular access
	Approved

	20/00745/HP
	36 Jacomb Drive
	Erection of side and rear extension
	Approved

	20/00305/HP
	34 Jacomb Road
	Part two/ single storey rear and side extensions.
	Approved

	20/00618/CU

	Peachley Court Farm, Peachley Lane
	Change of use of agricultural land for caravan storage.


	Approved

	20/00584/HP
	Laugherne Bank, Martley Road
	Proposed double garage and remedial works to trees
	Approved

	 20/00710/CU


	Heath Grange Farm
	Change of use from office (B1) to provide for holiday let and office (A2).
	Approved


Finance: 
a) to consider invoices for payment. It was proposed Mr Wedd, seconded Mr Steel and resolved to pay the following outstanding accounts:   
1. Smart Cut –       Grass Cutting, July 2020                                                                                                   £166.86      

                    Grounds Maintenance July 2020  (PAID)                                                                           £133.82                         







                                                                     Total     £300.68

2. Michelle Warfield – Zoom subscription, 30/6/20 to 29/7/20
 (PAID)

                

   £14.39

3. Mr E Whittaker – Supply gift for internal auditor
(PAID)



                              £18.00





                     

4. a) Charges Recoverable from Worcestershire County Council   (PAID)

  M Davis – scheme maintenance June & July 2020                            

              
      £24.32  

  Mr S Skeys   -   work during June & July 2020                                 


                 £281.75
     



    

                                               Total            
    £306.07

        b) Charges payable by the parish council

  Mr S Skeys - Rubbish Bins, June & July 2020 9 @ £45   


   
                 £405.00
  Cut grass allotments / strim trees / posts



                                             £45.00
  








            Total
                 £450.00

5. Barnsley Marshall Ltd – Civils Design Services (£2,500 + £500VAT)

                             £3,000.00


6. Diocesan Board of Finance – Vic Green Lease 29/9/20 to 24/3/21


                              £225.00

7. NP Denley – Remove damaged Oak branch, Vicarage Green 


                             £180.00

 b) To consider a loan application: It was proposed Mr Wedd, seconded Mrs Carver and resolved, “to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to apply for a PWLB loan of  £15,000 over the borrowing term of 15 years for the purchase of the Vicarage Green. The annual repayments will be around £1,174. It is not intended to increase the council tax precept for the purpose of the loan repayments.”

Date of next virtual meeting: Monday 5th October 2020 at 7.30pm 
PAGE  
777

