DODFORD WITH GRAFTON PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the meeting of Dodford with Grafton Parish Council held on Thursday 18 March 2010 in Dodford Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Richard Harper (Chairman), John Caldicott, Vic Dawson, Lynne Griffin, Alwyn Rea, Jill Silver, and Clerk Kay Stone
1.  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Adrian Crump and were accepted.
2.  Declarations of interest 

Cllr Lynne Griffin declared an interest in item 7 Village Hall Project – to note loan received from the Public Loans Board
The meeting was adjourned for members of the public to raise matters of interest/items for the next agenda:

i. The Village Hall Committee Chairman attending the meeting, on behalf of the Village Hall Committee, to express their thanks for the Parish Council grant of £15,000.  It was noted that due to repairs to the roof it would not be possible to meet in the Village Hall during the summer.  To be added to the April agenda for discussion
ii. A resident brought to the Council’s attention the bad state of the roads, pavements and kerb stones.

iii. A resident brought to the Council’s attention the review on vehicle access in High Street, Bromsgrove

3.  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 21 January 2010 (March meeting cancelled due to bad weather) 
Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr Dawson and seconded by Cllr Griffin after which they were signed by the Council Chairman as being a true record.
4.  Reports 

 

i. The Clerk had not received a reply from a letter sent to Mr Foster about the increased activity at his Farm and was asked by the Council to write again requesting the courtesy of a reply
ii. The Clerk has an up to date copy of the Register of Electors

iii. The Clerk reported on the update of the MyParish web site and requested photos and events to display on there – www.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/ 

5.  Planning

i. Planning Committee Meeting held on 2 February and 15 March – full minutes had already been circulated.  Cllr Caldicott proposed to reduce time taken up with reports at Parish Council meetings; the Planning Committee Chairman need only give necessary information.  This was seconded by Cllr Dawson and voted unanimously.
ii. Planning application 09/1003 –Land at E.391641 N:271551, Kidderminster Road, Woodcote Lane – erection of two wind generators
Decision by Bromsgrove District Council has been deferred.  Parish Council planning committee would like to increase their weight of objection by sending a letter/email to BDC, Parish Councils in North Worcestershire, neighbouring District Councils and Councillors and the local newspaper.  Parish Council Chairman to draft a suitable letter and circulate to Councillors for approval before the Clerk sends.  Parish Council Chairman suggested meeting with the BDC Climate Change Officer.
6.  Parish Plan Review

i. A design similar to the Chaddesley Corbett Village Design Statement is currently being worked on.

ii. A draft business card was presented for approval and it was agreed to go ahead with it after the Clerk has amended the Parish Clerk details.   The cost of £17.63 for the art work was approved
7.  Village Hall Project

i. 17 February £15,000 downloaded into Parish Council current account

ii. 22 February Parish Council cheque sent to the Village Hall – thanks received
iii. 17 August will be 1st payment

iv. 17 February will be 2nd payment

v. Payment every 6 months until 17 February 2020

vi. Fixed interest rate of 3.23% as at the market dated 15 February 2010

8.  Public Phone Box
i. Four residents have asked that this be retained
ii. The Clerk has reported the condition of the box to BT Open Reach
9.  NALC Draft Development Strategy and Business Plan 2010-2015
To be discussed at April meeting to pass on comments to NALC by the end of April.
10.  Finance
i. Payments due for February and March set out in a schedule circulated by the Clerk were approved
ii. Cllr Dawson proposed and Cllr Rea seconded the appointment of the Internal Auditor at a fee of £50
13.  Correspondence received
i. Items of correspondence received since the last meeting were noted
ii. Clerk was asked to put details of highlighting the benefits of appointing a Tree Warden on the MyParish web site and to mention it in the Parish Magazine
iii. The Clerk was asked to respond to an email received from a resident on various issues

iv. The Clerk was asked to write to the County Council Footpath officer giving grid reference of footpath that needs looking at – Footpath 519 between Woodside and field number 7760.

v. The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote from Green Spaces for Lengthsman duties

vi. The Clerk to ask the Energy Saving Trust if they are happy for the Parish Council to have a link for them on MyParish web site

14.  Councillors Items

i. Litter from the hedgerows needs collecting
ii. Hedgerows being severely damaged by goods vehicles but after discussion it was decided that there is little the Parish Council can do as they are privately owned

iii. The Clerk was requested to organise a walk about by Mike Walton, Worcestershire County Council and to request feedback from the previous walk about

iv. The Clerk was asked to obtain a date when the Lengthsman is next in the village for the Council Chairman to meet up with him

v. Skips have been removed from David Parsons’ land but lorry bodies, fire engine and a caravan etc remain.  Clerk was asked to liaise with the Belbroughton clerk to see what both Councils can do to make representation to Bromsgove DC

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
Signed...............................................Chairman                                                                     
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