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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL
 Ref:  09/20 P.
1189
MINUTES of an ORDINARY MEETING of FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 3rd March 2020 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall.
A ten minute period was set aside before the meeting commenced for public participation.  No members of the public attended.
The meeting had been advertised to start a little earlier this evening to allow for a financial audit to be carried out.

One member of the public arrived at 7.30pm to enquire about ongoing items.  
The meeting was adjourned to answer these queries concerning: 

1) The potential for a pedestrian crossing 

2) Penmanor playing field

3) The green area in Penmanor cul de sac. 

Items 1 & 2 were briefly discussed with the parishioner and are detailed in last month’s minutes which will be posted on the parish website after this evening’s meeting. 

Item 3 was briefly discussed.  Councillors agreed that the grass area in the cul de sac looks great now that the spring flowers are blooming.  It isn’t a good idea for children to play there when we have a field just around the corner. Cllrs encourage all local residents to use the playing field, and for the children to do so, for the benefit of all of the community. Furthermore a strong community presence will help to deter any unwelcome visitors from anti social behaviour on the field.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Those present at the meeting were:
Chairman Cllr Will Taylor, Cllrs: Christine Orr-Cooper, Norman Hewer, Malcolm and Wendy Molloy, Caroline Spencer.
Also in attendance:
Heather Evans, the Clerk.
1.
APOLOGIES

Rosemarie Ryan
2.
MINUTES REFERENCE 09/20 P.1186-1188
Minutes recording the meeting held on 4th February 2020 as circulated were 
taken as read, approved and signed.        

Resolved.
P. 1190
3.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest. 


Resolved.















4.
PROGRESS REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
a) The Speed Indicator device is in place and doing its job effectively.  
Cllr Taylor said that the battery should last 10 days or so but it will depend on traffic flow.  Cllr Taylor added that the speed sign will be moved periodically around the village. Cllr Orr-Cooper added her thanks to WCC Highways for their help in erecting the sign on our behalf.

b) Cllr Taylor reported that he had had a good meeting with a playground equipment company recently and was looking forward to receiving their quotation.  Unfortunately it didn’t arrive in time for this evening’s meeting.
Cllr Taylor will meet with another company on 6th March for their specialist ideas on playground design, equipment and possible funding opportunities.












5. 
CORRESPONDENCE


Item b), c), e), g), were all noted.

a)  Cllr Taylor hopes to attend the Spring Parish Council Conference on 18th March at County Hall. 

d) Cllrs noted the comment from a parishioner about prison vans taking a short cut through the village.  This will be monitored.

f) The Clerk will forward details of correspondence received from HSBC to the Chairman regarding the proposed interview in the fight against fraud and financial crime.

h) Cllr Hewer confirmed that work is still outstanding to clear the gullies along Finstall Road as they are totally blocked.  All acknowledge that recent floods have compounded the workload for WCC Highways. It is hoped that this work is soon addressed.
6.
 PENMANOR PLAYING FIELD
· Insurance Claim 
Cllr Taylor and Cllr W Molloy will make further enquiries so that this can proceed.
· Quotes for Playing Equipment
Two quotes will have been received for discussion at the next FPC meeting.
· Maintenance of Field
Two quotes have been received for an annual contract for maintenance of Penmanor field for the year ahead, starting in April.  One of them is sketchy in detail; the Clerk will write to the company and ask them to further outline the work they will do so that comparisons and a decision can be made at the next meeting.

7.
BUS SHELTER BENCH

Cllr Taylor commented that the bus shelter bench is in reasonable condition but does need to be rubbed down and re-stained to help protect it.  

Cllr M Molloy will arrange for a quotation for this.
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8.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
Two planning applications were received just before tonight’s meeting.  

The applications will be emailed to all Cllrs for their information. 
9.
FINANCE
a)
Receipts

WCC Lengthsman – Aug to Oct 2019

         445.50



Interest Money Manager Account 12th Jan

  0.29

  


               




       £445.79

b)       PAYMENTS

S. Skeys Gardening Services Dec & Jan *

140.00

S. Skeys Lengthsman Services – Dec & Jan *

324.00


Heather Evans Salary February 2020 


242.00


Heather Evans Stationery Expenses


    3.99


Three Counties Payroll (DD)


             14.04


Bromsgrove D. Council Election (2.5.19)

   72.16









       £  796.19

* Paid at February meeting

9. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be an Annual Parish Assembly of Finstall Parish Council to commence at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 7th April 2020 in the village hall.

10.
 OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY
Cllr W Molloy commented that all signatories need to take care not to sign below the line on cheques.
Cllr Taylor & Cllr Orr-Cooper will be meeting with candidates later in the week who have applied for the Finstall Parish Clerk vacancy. 

There have been no enquiries yet from volunteers wishing to maintain the troughs in the village. Hopefully as the weather warms up people will get in touch.
Signed...........................................................Date..............................................
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