1.


MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council virtual meeting held by zoom on Monday 4th May 2020 
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Jayne Morgan-Wright
Ian Graham





Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair

Victoria Jervis




In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
20/001
Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllrs Ward, Taylor and Alastair Adams– County Councillor.  Later advised that Aaron Powell, District Councillor and PCSO Elliott Wilson were unable to access the zoom meeting.

20/002
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register


Cllrs Moclair & Henderson for VHC items
20/003
Open Forum

No requests from residents to attend the zoom meeting.
20/004
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd March 2020 were accepted as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman in due course. (April meeting unable to take place due to Covid 19 restrictions.)
20/005
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· To consider emergency donation towards the food costs for the Offenham meals delivery scheme to the elderly and disabled.


Various discussions took place after the clerk advised that she had spoken to Kerry Dean, the co-
organiser of the service. It was advised that the cost of meat alone was between £100 and £150 each 
week; shortfalls were made up by the volunteers themselves.  It was agreed that this would be reviewed 
monthly but the first month should be funded at £500.  The cheque to be included in this month’s 
payment listing.
20/006
Clerk’s Report:
Lengthsman/Contractor

· Maurice Parkinson Contract Services has supplied confirmation from insurers of Public Liability cover for up to £5 million.

· The Lengthsman has been instructed to attend to the overgrowth and verges in Station Road and verges in Three Cocks Lane.

Recreation Ground

· Maurice has been requested to disable the swings to try to prevent further unauthorised use.  A resident has kindly replaced the hazard tape at regular intervals on behalf of the PC.
Commemorative Seat

· The commemorative seat will be in situation in Three Cocks Lane for the 8th May – 75th anniversary of VE Day. 
Dog waste posters

· A resident has requested additional dog waster posters in the village; these were previously produced and displayed by a former councillor.  To continue to produce these the PC will need to invest in a small laminator.

2.

Meal delivery service for elderly and disabled residents

· The clerk spoke to the co-organiser of the meal service; she stated that they are now delivering to over 50 households every Tuesday, some requiring meals for 7 days others less.  She stated that they have received donations of fruit and vegetables locally but these have become insufficient for their needs so they have to supplement the costs personally by buying additional vegetables from a local stall.  She stated that with the recent one off donation from a local source they still have sufficient meat to cover meals for the next 2-3 weeks.  Estimated weekly costs of meat are between £100 -£150 plus the cost of vegetables.  She stated that although they had received volunteers to help with providing the service she was mindful that introducing more people could increase risk for service users. She stated that now the service is expected to be required longer than previously thought she has a separate bank account and is keeping receipts for provisions purchased.  She stated that both co-organisers accepted at the outset that they would have to contribute financially to the service that they are providing and were committed to continuing for the foreseeable future.

Street light faults

· Faults have been reported on street lights in Norval Crescent and in Ferry Lane.  E-on are reporting delays in dealing with repairs due to staff shortages.  Rooftop Housing has been made aware that the faults have been reported should there tenants bring the situation to their attention.

Internal Audit

· The accounts and audit forms are almost ready for submission to Iain Selkirk, these may have to be delivered to Malvern as he is considered at risk 
20/007
To receive correspondence

Circulated by email.  The clerk advised that the only paper post received was marketing and periodicals.
20/008
To confirm the extension of period of Chairmanship and Vice Chairmanship until face to face meetings resume and to further confirm Cllr Ward as internal accounts auditor.

It was agreed that both the Chairman and Vice Chairman should remain unchanged until face to face meetings resume.  Notification had been received from Cllr Ward that he was happy to continue to perform quarterly internal audit of accounts.

20/009
To ratify decisions made through emailed responses on 6th April due to being unable to hold PC meeting:

· To approve continued membership of CALC at a cost of £902.94 plus vat for the period April 2020 to End March 2021.

· To approve the renewal of insurance with BHIB Councils Insurance at a cost of £1195.40

· To consider support for Offenham Meals on Wheels, to cover the cost of foodstuff to enable the volunteer to continue to supply meals to the elderly and disabled.  To give the clerk authority to issue a cheque up to the value of £200 (cheque to be signed in accordance with bank mandate).
It was agreed to ratify the decisions taken by email when the April meeting was unable to take place due to restrictions. All councillors present approved this decision.

20/010
To consider the request from the Village Hall committee for a donation towards the cost of replacing the front door.

It was agreed to cover the cost of replacing the door as it was recognised that the security of the hall was vital.  The VHC had forwarded 3 quotations and had chosen the least expensive option for an aluminium replacement from Millvale Building Services for £3860.  The cheque will be included in this month’s payment listing.
20/011
To consider quotation for repair or replacement of dog waste bin (Gibbs Lane)

The clerk advised that WDC has advised that the bin can be repaired so limiting the cost.  It was agreed for health and safety reasons the bin should be repaired. Proposed VJ Seconded RE.
20/012
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· The Parish Council has to abide by government guidelines and resorted to holding virtual meetings on the first Monday of each month.  

· A commemorative bench has been installed in Three Cocks Lane for the anniversary of VE Day.

3.

20/013
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 -  None received

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None


Neighbourhood Watch
 -  Cllr Moclair advised that West Mercia NHW branch is holding the AGM but there is no executive to continue in the role so the branch may fold.  The Offenham group is well supported on facebook with 405 local members.


VHC –  No report

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) –  OPC liaising with the emergency meal service provided in the village whilst restrictions on movement for elderly are in place.

PACT – none
20/014
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       23377.25

as at  20.04.2020

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53670.64

as at  20.04.2020

· Please note that the balances do not include several cheques totalling ££4442.82 which have been issued but not yet been presented

· Please note that the Fixed Term Deposit has been repaid into the current account, it is proving difficult to access banking services by phone at the moment for reinvestment.  Reinvestment of £10k approved at such times as the service becomes available.
Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	10
	001674
	E-ON
	115.40
	5.77
	121.17

	11
	001675
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	664.00
	132.80
	796.80

	12
	001676
	Diane Cox – Admin
	33.00
	
	566.08

	13
	
	
- Mileage

	7.20
	
	

	
	
	
- Salary 
	525.88
	
	

	14
	001677
	Kerry Dean
	500.00
	
	500.00

	15
	001678
	Offenham Village Hall
	3860.00
	
	3860.00

	
	
	Total 
	5705.48
	138.57
	5844.05


20/015
To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

20/00658/HP The Old Manor, Court Lane, Offenham.

Conversion and refurbishment of cartilage listed building into a family annexe – Response required prior to this meeting.  
OPC comment: OPC has no objection to this application however a condition should be included stating that 
the annexe should not be sold or let as a separate dwelling.
20/00656/CU  Newtown Nurseries, Newtown, Offenham

Change of use of land for the siting of 9 log cabins for holiday lets. – Response required prior to this meeting.

OPC comment: OPC whilst not objecting to this application have raised concerns whether it is appropriate to turn over high quality growing land to leisure and how much acreage in the parish is being used for this type of activity.  In any event, can we request robust conditions to be put on any approval, such that the lodges must not be used to house agricultural workers including those employed by Messrs Mauro and that they cannot be let from November to March (or some similar date range), it should also be a condition that occupiers are required to use the access onto Three Cocks Lane and NOT exit via Bannister’s yard on to a dangerous junction.
20/00667/CU  Fairview Park, Offenham Rd, Evesham

Amendment to permission Ref: 18/00548/CU  to increase the number of holiday caravans to 41 no.

OPC comment:  OPC objects to this application due to concerns that conditions on the previous application 18/00548/CU may not have been adhered to regarding length of occupancy by tenants suggesting that the caravans are not being used as holiday lets. The number of caravans on the previous application was restricted to 20; this should be adhered to with no additions. This application should be refused.
4.
20/016
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
· To consider any additional action required regarding the defibrillator cabinet.

20/017
To consider date & time of next meeting - at 7.30 pm on Monday 1st June 2020.

Meeting closed at 8:20

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
· None
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