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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council virtual meeting held by zoom on Monday 6th July 2020 
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Marcus Taylor

Ian Graham

Anthony Ward





Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair

Jayne Morgan-Wright






In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Aaron Powell, District Councillor

20/038
Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllrs Evans & Jervis.  
20/039
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register


Cllrs Moclair & Henderson for Village Hall planning item.
20/040
Open Forum

No requests from residents to attend the zoom meeting.
20/041
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 1st June 2020 were accepted as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman in due course. 
20/042
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· To ratify decision made by email for payment to Offenham Cricket Club for fencing materials and plant hire totalling £1264.29.

Various discussions took place about the repairs and replacement of the fencing.  The area from the 
recreation ground to the gate has been completely replaced and looks in good order although a 
comment was made that there was no boarding at the bottom of the replacement fence.  The fencing 
from the gate towards the bungalows has not been replaced but there was some uncertainty if this was 
to be replaced at a later time.  Cllr Ward advised that he would contact the Cricket Club for clarity. 
Emailed approval for payment from councillors had previously been received by the clerk.
20/043
Clerk’s Report:
Recreation Ground

· The NHS group will be continuing to use the recreation ground for their cardiac exercise classes either on Friday mornings or Monday afternoons.  This may well assist the PC during the summer months with a presence and alleviate any antisocial behaviour issues.

· Cllr Taylor, Evans and Moclair met at the recreation ground to assess the track route primarily relating to the area in front of the hall and how it would impact with the proposed patio.

· The clerk has contacted Hartwells for a price for pre made picket fencing but after visiting the company it may be that a more substantial style of fencing could be required.  A quotation has been requested from Maurice Parkinson and discussions raised about future maintenance issues within the fenced area.  

Meal delivery service for elderly and disabled residents

· A further report has been received from the organisers of the service stating that although some service are no longer needing support over 30 people are continuing to use the service. It is expected that the service will cease by early September unless circumstances alter but until that time they are reliant on donations to keep going.
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Speeding in the village

· Residents have reported increases in cases of speeding in the village particularly in Evesham Road and also Laurels Road and into Main Street.  PC Jamie Lee has been notified and has advised that he will arrange monitoring and enforcement.
Dog waste bin – Gibbs Lane area

· The dog waste bin has now been repaired with a new lid fitted at no cost to the PC.

Bank mandate

· It would appear that the delays in processing the bank mandate due to the current situation have resulted in having to start again with a new application.  
Telephone Box, Main Street

· The poor condition of the phone box has been reported to BT and photographs supplied to highlight the condition.  They advise that there are some delays in their maintenance schedule and repainting is done on the basis of need. A request has been made for them to advise when they predict that work can take place.

Audit

· All paperwork and accounts have been submitted to PFK Littlejohn, external auditor by recorded post.

20/044
To receive correspondence

Circulated by email.  
20/045
To receive report from Cllr Graham regarding the defibrillator cabinet and subsequent action required.

Cllr Graham advised that he had spoken to the owners of the shop and there was some beeping still occurring.  He had requested that the contractor supply a quotation to the clerk but after some delay in their response further contact had been made.  The clerk advised that a quotation haS now been received for the replacement and fitting of a key pad supplied from the manufacturers in the Netherlands to be fitted by WF (Evesham) Ltd at a total cost of £180 plus vat.

It was agreed to approve the expenditure. Proposed IG Seconded KH.

20/046
To consider actions required in preparation for this year’s competitions for Best Garden, Hanging Basket/Containers and Good Villager.  

Confirmation had been received from a volunteer to judge the garden and basket/container competitions with the request that the final choices were made by the parish council.  It was agreed that 2 representatives from the PC would make the final judgement after receiving photographs from the volunteer. It was expected that judging would take place at the end of July/early August.

Nominations had been received from one resident for the Good Villager competition.

20/047
To receive feedback from Cllrs Taylor, Evans & Moclair regarding the potential track around the recreation ground.

Councillors met with representatives from the village hall committee to discuss implications of installing the track and the impact it could have on the VHC’s intention to install a raised patio area.  Councillors advised that the location of the proposed track would not impact on the VHC’s plans and a meeting with Hensons would need to be arranged to agree the route.  Cllr Taylor agreed to make contact for a meeting date. It was generally agreed that the track needed to go ahead and not be delayed to next year.  Cllr Graham raised concerns about the planned works taking place when the play area was planning to re-open. 

20/048
To consider fencing option for the play area in the recreation ground and possible reopening requirements.

Cllr Graham had inspected the play area pending the decision to reopen following government advice and created a guidance information document for users of the play area which was approved by all councillors present.  It was agreed that Maurice Parkinson should undertake a safety check of equipment prior to re-opening and the guidance info sheet should be displayed at entrances to the rec where possible and published in the magazine and on Spotted Offenham.  Clerk to contact MP.
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20/049
To consider report from the voluntary Offenham Meals service and subsequent action required.

A report and spreadsheet showing income and expenditure was received by email from the organisers of the service where it was stated that although some people were now able to access shopping over 30 people were still not able and need the service.  It was stated that £695 was needed each month to supply the service which included foodstuff and containers.  It was expected that the service would stop before September as current guidelines from the government suggest that those shielding could revert to near normal practices.

It was agreed that the PC should continue to support the service and approval for a donation of £700 was given although this would be considered again next month after feedback from the organiser was received.  Proposed IG Seconded KH.
20/050
To consider actions required regarding reports of speeding in the village.


PC Jamie Lee has been advised of residents concerns about speeding, he has responded to the first request by stating that monitoring and enforcement will take place on Evesham Road when time allows. Residents have been advised of the response.
20/051
To consider application for street trading licence to supply hot & cold food from a mobile kitchen in Offenham and other villages as detailed in application.

Various discussions took place; it was felt that this service was better suited to supplying commercial premises rather than the centre of the village.  Councillors raised concerns about the impact that this service may have on the village shop as they already have hot and cold food available for purchase. The shop is considered an essential service in the village particularly at this time so the PC was unable to support this application to trade in the centre of the village.
20/052
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Garden & Hanging basket competition will take place a little earlier than usual probably end July or early August

· Nominations for Good Villager wanted.
· Play area update

20/053
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 -  None received, clerk to make contact to request update 

Report updates on Rural Communities –  Feedback from BT has been received and passed on for information to the organiser of the Seniors Club.

Neighbourhood Watch
 -  Cllr Moclair advised that only 6 people attended the zoom meeting, there was a temporary caretaker for the new committee. However one new member joined the Offenham branch.

VHC –  The VHC are increasing fees to £15 per hour to cover additional costs related to Covid 19 requirements and instructions would be given to all hirers of the hall as a precautionary safety measure.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) –  monthly updates from the volunteer meal delivery service being received.

PACT – currently suspended
20/054
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£       38588.78

as at  20.06.2020

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53672.99

as at  20.06.2020

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	23
	001684
	E-ON
	115.40
	5.77
	121.17

	24
	001685
	Offenham Cricket Club
	1264.29
	
	1264.29

	25
	001686
	Wychavon District Council
	76.44
	15.29
	91.73

	26
	001687
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	178.00
	35.60
	

	27
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	494.00
	98.80
	806.40

	28
	001688
	Diane Cox – Admin
	105.34
	
	

	29
	
	
- Mileage

	18.00
	
	

	29
	
	
- Salary 
	525.68
	
	649.02

	30
	001689
	Kerry Whittleton
	700.00
	
	700.00

	
	
	Total
	3477.15
	155.46
	3632.61
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20/055
To receive quarterly accounts and budget review.

All councillors had received emailed copies of the accounts and quarterly budget prior to this meeting and were happy to approve the documents – no issues raised.  A date for the quarterly check of the accounts was arranged with Cllr Ward.
20/056
To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  

20/00656/CU  Newtown Nurseries, Newtown, Offenham
Change of use of land for the siting of 9 log cabins for holiday lets. – Response required prior to this meeting.

20/0674/HP  Yew Tree Cottage, Church Street, Offenham

Two storey side extension and repositioning of previously approved outbuildings.

20/01197/FUL  Offenham Village Hall, Main Street, Offenham

Erection of paved terrace with balustrade adjoining the south side of Offenham Village Hall.

OPC comment: No objection

Decisions:

20/00656/CU  Newtown Nurseries, Newtown, Offenham
Change of use of land for the siting of 9 log cabins for holiday lets. – Approved

Appeal decision

19/00992/FUL  Casa Mia, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham - Dismissed

20/057
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
None but may advise the clerk later in the month.
20/058
To consider date & time of next, meeting - at 7.30 pm on Monday 3rd August 2020.

Meeting closed at 8:50pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
No residents present

Report from Aaron Powell, County Councillor.
· Wychavon services starting to reopen with a recovery plan in place
· Council officers back in the building.

· Review of Committee engagements taking place

· In Wychavon – 400 cases of Covid 19 confirmed with just over 100 deaths, approximately half of which were in care homes.  The rate of infection – 300 per 1000 residents 

· Playgrounds opening 

· No plans in place for a second spike but constantly under review.

· Planning in Offenham – recent cases mentioned

· Public Houses – The Bridge and Fish & Anchor had re-opened.
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