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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council virtual meeting held by zoom on Monday 3rd August 2020 
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Ian Graham

Anthony Ward





James Moclair

Jayne Morgan-Wright
Kathleen Henderson

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Aaron Powell, District Councillor

20/059
Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllr Taylor & County Councillor, Alastair Adams
20/060
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register60

Cllr Ward for Wake Committee item.
20/061
Open Forum

No requests from residents to attend the zoom meeting.
20/062
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 6th July 2020 were accepted as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman in due course. 
20/063
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).

None
20/065
Clerk’s Report:

Recreation Ground

· Weather permitting the track in the recreation ground will be installed w/c 17th August with a visit to mark out the area during the previous week.

· Offenham Rovers has been contacted to advise them that the track will be installed; a request was made for updates on their playing schedule as it would appear that they have used facilities within the last week.

Trees in recreation ground

· The clerk met with Jason Whitaker from Vale Trees to look at works required to the trees before the track could be installed.  He advised at that time there was availability prior to the proposed installation date between other planned work.  A number of trees required attention, many with lower branches requiring removal and some needing a crown lift to maintain good shape.  

Meal delivery service for elderly and disabled residents

· The organisers of the service have advised that demand has eased and they will cease the service at the end of August.  They do not need further assistance as they have supplies to last until the month end.  

Dog waste bin 

· The dog waste bin located at the end of Church Street is being relocated approximately 10 yards further down following a complaint about the smell.

Telephone Box, Main Street

· BT advised that they will review our request to repaint the phone box in the next year.
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Covid 19 cases in Blackminster

· Leaflets supplying information and advice produced by Wychavon District Council have been distributed to all residents in Blackminster who fall within the parish of Offenham together with businesses at Blackminster Business Park following the outbreak of corona virus at Evesham Vale Growers.

The Wharf

· Cllr Moclair reported that the wooden posts were rotting at the base with one having broken off entirely.  The clerk has contacted Maurice Parkinson to make safe the fencing by replacing posts as necessary.

Church Street

· WCC have advised that they have issued a notice to a resident in Church Street regarding foliage overhanging the highway causing restricted vehicular access.

Audit

· Confirmation has been received from PKF Littlejohn LLP that audit paperwork has been received.

Marquee on recreation ground

· Notification has been received that the wedding planned on the 22nd August will not be taking place so the request to erect a marquee on the recreation ground has now been cancelled.

CALC training available on various dates

· Various zoom training events are being held by CALC starting on 8th September until 23rd March. Please note the new Standards and Code of Conduct training on 24th November.

20/066
To receive correspondence

Circulated by email.  
20/067
To consider the request for a donation towards the cost of insurance from Offenham Wake Committee.

Whilst it was appreciated that the Wake celebrations could not go ahead as planned this year insurance for other events was required at a cost of £638 for the year.  It was agreed to support the Wake committee again this year.  Proposed LK Seconded JM
20/068
To consider quotation for the materials and installation of fencing for the play area in the recreation ground.

Maurice Parkinson had provided a quotation for 2 options for fencing one being post and rail with wire mesh and the second being of a similar picket type which had been in place previously.  It was agreed that the picket type would be more suitable but due to the cost being £6300 a breakdown of materials and labour was required.  It was also considered due to the level of cost that further quotations should be sought.  It was suggested that if quotations became available before the next meeting these should be emailed to all councillors to be considered.  Decision deferred.

20/069
To consider quotation to tidy the trees in the recreation ground by removing lower branches

The clerk met with Jason Whitaker of Vale Trees to discuss requirements to remove branches that were overhanging the route for the track to be installed.  A number of trees required a crown lift whilst others would need the removal of lower branches to retain a good shape.  He advised that all trees were healthy.  The quotation supplied was for £450 to include the removal of all waste.  It was agreed to accept the quotation.  Proposed RE Seconded JM
20/070
To consider report from the voluntary Offenham Meals service and subsequent action required.

The organiser of the meals service advised that demand had reduced for the service and they would continue to provide meals to those needing them until the end of August and had sufficient stock to be able to do that so no further funding was required.  They were very grateful for the support that the PC had provided to enable them to supply meals to the most vulnerable in the village.
20/071
To consider annual review of Risk Management.  

A copy of the document had been emailed to all councillors for consideration.  It was agreed to accept the document without amendment.  Proposed LK Seconded RE
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20/072
To consider annual review of standing orders    

A copy of the document had been emailed to all councillors for consideration.  It was agreed to accept the document without amendment.  Proposed AW Seconded KH
20/073
To consider annual review of financial regulations   

A copy of the document had been emailed to all councillors for consideration.  It was agreed to accept the document without amendment.  Proposed LK Seconded JM
20/074
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Garden & Hanging basket competition results will be disclosed at the September meeting.

· Good Villager award results will be decided at the September PC meeting.
· Recreation ground update regarding the installation of the track.
20/075
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 -  An emailed report was received from the Footpath warden appended to the minutes. 

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None


Neighbourhood Watch
 - None

VHC –  Cllr Moclair advised that the VHC had cautiously decided to reopen the car park but would be reviewing the situation should incidents occur. 2 new bookings had been received

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) –  None

PACT – currently suspended
20/076
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       29572.84

as at  20.07.2020

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53677.33

as at  20.07.2020

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	31
	001690
	E-ON
	111.67
	5.58
	117.25

	32
	001691
	Wychavon District Council
	75.81
	15.16
	90.97

	33
	001692
	Offenham Cricket Club
	81.00
	
	81.00

	34
	001693
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	134.00
	26.80
	967.20

	35
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	672.00
	134.40
	

	36
	001694
	Diane Cox – Admin
	47.70
	
	600.58

	37
	
	
- Mileage

	27.00
	
	

	37
	
	
- Salary 
	525.88
	
	

	
	
	Total
	1675.06
	181.94
	1857.00


20/077
To consider approval for continuation of payment by direct debit to the Information Commissioners Office


It was agreed to continue direct debit payments to the ICO in order to receive the discount of £5 reducing the fee to £35. Proposed LK Seconded AW

20/078
To receive report from Cllr Ward after quarterly inspection of accounts

Cllr Ward stated that he had undertaken the quarterly check and found the accounts to be in good order.
20/079
To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  

20/01394/OUT  Land to the rear of Norcelia and Foxborough House, Laurels Road, Offenham


Outline application for the erection of one dwelling with all matters reserved
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OPC comment: OPC strongly object to this application for the following reasons:

1. Insufficient detail given in application regarding location, proposed size and materials to warrant consideration.

2. Poor access

3. Outside the village boundary

4. Outside the SWDP

5. Previous application was refused in 2018 on the grounds of being outside the development boundary and failure to contribute to the principles of good design in open countryside

20/01414/HP  12 Crabtree Leys, Offenham WR11 8SE

Erection of single storey rear extension.  
OPC comment – No objection
Decisions:
20/00661/HP & 20/00658  The Old Manor, Court Lane, Offenham

Conversion and refurbishment of curtilage listed building into family annexe - Refused
20/0674/HP  Yew Tree Cottage, Church Street, Offenham
Two storey side extension and repositioning of previously approved outbuildings. - Refused

20/080
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
· Competition results
· Good villager 

20/081
To consider date & time of next, meeting - at 7.30 pm on Monday 7th September 2020.

Meeting closed at 8:40pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
No residents present

Report from Aaron Powell, County Councillor.
· EVG covid 19 outbreak
· Thank you to OPC for delivering leaflets to residents in Blackminster
· Council meetings are resuming, a full meeting held last week – Cllr Robbie Raphael is the new Chairman.
· No meetings in August
· SWDP delayed by up to 4 months, next consultation September 2021.  Delays were covid related with some site requiring survey which could not take place.
· Update on current planning – Fairview Park – refused, Old Manor – refused, Yew Tree Cottage – refused.  Cllr Powell has requested that planners engage with the agent due to the condition of the site.
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