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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council virtual meeting 
held by zoom on Monday 5th October 2020
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Ian Graham

Anthony Ward





James Moclair

Kathleen Henderson
Marcus Taylor






Victoria Jervis

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


Aaron Powell, District Councillor

20/104
Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllr Morgan-Wright
20/105
To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register60

Cllr Knight re planning item.
20/106
Open Forum

No requests from residents to attend the zoom meeting.
20/107
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 7th September 2020 were accepted as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman in due course. 
20/108
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· Wychavon DC – Rural Lettings Policy feedback request

A survey has been received by the PC for individual responses to the proposed changes to the policy; all councillors are requested to respond if possible. 

20/109
Clerk’s Report:

CALC training available on various dates

· Various zoom training events are being held by CALC starting on 8th September until 23rd March. Please note the new Standards and Code of Conduct training on 24th November.

Recreation Ground

· Offenham Rovers have confirmed that they will remove the nets after each football match.

· A complaint about empty cans left after football matches has been received, Offenham Rovers have been advised.

· A complaint has been received about garden waste being dumped in the corner of the recreation ground. MP has been asked to remove and tidy the area, confirmation is awaited.

· Several positive comments have been received about the track.

Wharf

· Maurice Parkinson has advised that repairs at the wharf will take place in October.

SWDP review – Parish & Town Council Briefing

· The original briefing scheduled for 30th September at the Guild Hall in Worcester was cancelled due to Covid 19 restrictions but plans to hold a zoom briefing have now been arranged and will take place on Wednesday 7th October between 6 – 7.30pm.  The Chairman and Cllr Graham have agreed to attend.

BT Phone Box

· Emailed notification from BT advising that repainting would be scheduled in next year’s budget; however repainting was completed on the same day that the email was received.

Boat Lane

· Place Partnership, acting for WCC has advised that they are aware that vehicles are parking on their land but unaware that there was now a boat.  
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Audit 2019-2020

· PFK Littlejohn have completed the audit without any issues, notices are displayed on the website.

Three Cocks Lane

· Maurice Parkinson has been contacted and agreed to plant the “Conker tree” in Three Cocks Lane. He will liaise with the lady who is donating the tree to agree an appropriate time.

Wychavon DC – Rural Lettings Policy feedback request

· A survey has been received by the PC for individual responses to the proposed changes to the policy, all councillors to respond if possible.

Yew Tree Cottage

· A resident has submitted historic details in relation to Yew Tree Cottage which have been passed to District Councillor, Aaron Powell for information in view of the current planning appeal.
20/110
To receive correspondence

Circulated by email when received. 
20/111 To consider request for a donation towards setting up a Historical Society in Offenham.

A request has been received by 2 residents who would like to set up a Historical Society in Offenham, they would like a donation of £500 to proceed with the project.  Prior to this meeting the clerk requested details on how the amount was determined, unfortunately the response did not arrive until this afternoon and may not have been available to all councillors prior to this meeting.  The residents advised that they would be happy to come along to a meeting to discuss further. They have been made aware that meetings are currently held virtually.
20/112
To consider request for placing a commemorative seat in the recreation ground.


Various discussions took place and it was agreed in principle that a seat could be situated in the recreation ground subject to agreement on location.

20/113
To consider request from voluntary meals service for potential support should the service be required again.


It was agreed that the PC would support the service if it should be required again however meals should be provided for Offenham residents only.

20/114
To consider replacing the defibrillator cabinet.  


The clerk advised that feedback from a neighbouring parish confirmed that they had had issues with a cabinet similar to the current cabinet. It was agreed that the defibrillator cabinet should be replaced with a poly carbonate type with manual keypad.  Proposed JM Seconded LK.

20/115
To consider a request from a resident for additional Dog Waste bin off Main Street. (Avoncroft/Norvals area).

Various discussions took place; no specific objections were expressed however concerns were raised regarding the location and the proximity to homes.  It was felt that it would be necessary to look at the site to determine the possibility although some councillors expressed the opinion that there were enough bins nearby.
20/116
To consider purchase of Wreath for remembrance service and Parish Council representation at that service.


Due to covid-19 restrictions it was not yet known if a service would take place at the war memorial but it was felt that if possible a poppy wreath should be placed on behalf of the parish council.  Cllr Ward advised he would be happy to place the wreath on behalf of the PC.  Clerk to contact RBL.

20/117
To consider request on behalf of the VHC for funding for the terrace project.


Various discussions took place including the possibility of accessing NHB funds for the village hall’s long term benefit.  Discussions not only regarding the terrace but also solar panels and possible car charging points were raised to try and future proof the hall for many years.  The NHB scheme was coming to an end so immediate action was required by involving residents and gathering feedback.  Cllr Moclair will look into the 

23.


cost of solar panels and car charging options.  There should be an entry in the magazine to advise residents what was being considered before a questionnaire was issued.
20/118
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.

· Defib update

· New Homes Bonus – legacy projects only.

20/119
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden
 -  None 

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None


Neighbourhood Watch
 - None

VHC –  Cllr Moclair advised that some events were planned subject to any changes in covid ruling including a craft fayre in November. Offenham Rovers did not wish to use the hall due to the increased cleaning measures that have had to be put in place.  


Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) –  None

PACT – currently suspended
20/120
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc

At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       12361.75

as at  18.09.2020

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53679.65

as at  18.09.2020

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	49
	001705
	J Whittaker
	450.00
	
	450.00

	50
	001706
	E-ON
	73.50
	14.70
	

	51
	
	E-ON
	132.00
	26.40
	246.60

	52
	001707
	E-ON
	115.40
	5.77
	121.17

	53
	001708
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	200.00
	40.00
	240.00

	54
	001709
	CPRE
	40.00
	
	40.00

	55
	001710
	The Helping Hand Company Ltd
	124.58
	24.92
	149.50

	56
	001711
	Henson Plant Hire
	10950.00
	2190.00
	13140.00

	57
	001712
	Diane Cox ( reimbursement for prizes)
	130.00
	
	130.00

	58
	001713
	Diane Cox – Admin
	44.00
	
	696.79

	59
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	59
	
	
- Salary 
	631.19
	
	

	60
	001714
	K Whittleton
	50.00
	
	50.00

	61
	001715
	S Smart-Thomas
	50.00
	
	50.00

	62
	001716
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	80.00
	16.00
	

	63
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	659.00
	131.80
	886.80

	
	
	Total
	13751.27
	2449.59
	16200.86


20/121
To receive quarterly accounts and budget review.

Councillors confirmed that they had received the documents by email with no issues raised.

20/122
To give consideration for next year’s budget requirement with particular regard to projects for 2021/22.

Further consideration would be given but items raised included replacement of older street lights and a neighbourhood plan.
20/123
To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  
20/01826/HP  1 Orchard Grove, Offenham

Erection of a single storey extension and associated alterations – response required prior to this meeting
OPC comment: No objection
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20/01836/LB & 20/01835/HP  The Old Manor, Court Lane, Offenham
Refurbishment of existing cartilage listed out building into home office. – No comments received
20/ 1896/HP  11 Laurels Road, Offenham

Single storey rear extension
OPC comment:  No objection

20/01913/FUL – Land between Hawthorn Villa and 1 Linwood Cottage, Station Road, Offenham

Erection of zero carbon “infill” dwelling including associated access and landscaping works.
OPC comment: Support application for innovational proposal.
20/01957/HP – 8 Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Single storey side & rear extension

OPC comment: No objection

20/02006/HP  Lyncroft, Laurels Rd, Offenham

Single storey rear and side extension.


OPC comment:  Concerns were raised over the size of the proposed development and the potential impact on neighbouring properties however no overall objection.
Decisions:
20/01497/FUL  Offenham Village Hall, Main Street, Offenham

Erection of paved terrace with balustrade adjoining the south side of Ofenham Village Hall. – Approved
20/01603/AGR  The Folly, Merry Lane, Offenham

Water attenuation reservoir for crop irrigation – Approved
Appeals:

APP/H1840/D/20/3257563  Yew Tree Cottage, Church Street, Offenham

Two storey side extension and repositioning of previously approved outbuildings.

20/124
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
· Offenham Historical Society
· New Homes Bonus

· Projects for next financial year

20/125
To consider date & time of next, meeting - at 7.30 pm on Monday 2nd November 2020.

Meeting closed at 8:50pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
No residents present

Report from Aaron Powell, County Councillor.
· Wychavon holding virtual meetings for SWDP and Town & Parish event
· Consulted with Rachel Howes from Place Partnership regarding land off Boat Lane where access was blocked.  
· Electoral boundaries being reviewed, assessment for the next WDC elections in 2023 but may be delayed.

· Coronavirus cases on the increase in Worcestershire but generally in the north of the area

· Planning appeal – Yew Tree Cottage

· Views on Station Road planning application.
PAGE  
3
Offenham Parish Council Minutes 5th October 2020 
   
Chairman’s initials………………


