
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 13th April 2010

at Besford Court
Present: 
Cllrs John Brooks (Chairman), Richard Neath, Ann Roe, Ron Davis, Sonja Lee, Roy Ottley and David Smith.

Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 11 members of the public

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Ian Spiers. The following councillors declared personal, non-prejudicial interests: Cllrs Roe and Brookes: Village Hall; Cllr Davis: re Rooftop Housing Group; Cllr Neath: School Governor
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2010 to be confirmed and signed

The Minutes were duly approved subject to an amendment changing the spelling of March & Edwards from “Mars & Edwards” as originally written. 
3. Planning 

(a)  New applications

The following planning applications had been received and discussed by the Planning Committee and responses sent to Wychavon District Council:

W/10/00276/CU
Home Farm, St Peters Lane, Besford 

Proposal: Change of Use

Planning Committee: 
Objection

It was noted that HGVs were already in evidence at the location despite the absence of any current planning permission. 
W/10/00316/PN
Church Room, St James' Church, Defford


Proposal: Extension

Planning Committee: 
No objection

W/10/00349/CU
Crabbe Tree Farm, Besford Rd, Wadborough


Proposal: Change of Use to Light Industrial
Planning Committee: Objection

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions

The following decision notices had been received:
09/02983/PP The Bears Den, Upper Street (Amendment) - Approved
10/00161/CU The Old Railway Yard, Defford - Approved

4. Finance:  to approve any payments due
The following invoices were approved for payment:

· New Farm Grounds Maintenance
£587.50
Lengthsman work
· Cox & Hodgetts


£20.00

Title Deeds Storage Charges
· Worcestershire CALC


£335.27
Annual subscription

The following payment was not approved for payment:

· Defford Village Hall

£458.17
Reimbursement for professional fees
Further details the above payment are detailed under Item 10(a)
5. Maintenance of open spaces

(a) Roadways, footpaths and hedgerows 

i. A letter has been received from Wychavon District Council to notify the PC of an instruction to a local Besford landowner that ditches in two parts of Salters Lane be cleared of silt and obstructions within 28 days.  

ii. A letter has been sent to a householder in Harpley Road asking if their hedge can be cut back as it is obstructing a neighbouring alleyway. 

(b) Lengthsman Scheme 
Agreements have been signed between the PC and the County Council and between the PC and the Lengthsman himself. £500 was allocated for 2009/10 which has been spent on cutting back weeds and overgrowth in two alleyways and clearance of the surface of these paths. The budget for 2010/11 has been set at £2156.  

6. To consider quotations for supply of Parish Notice boards

Councillors considered the purchase of two notice boards each costing £1085, to be purchased jointly with the PCC. The design of the board incorporates a central panel which will be used to display details of church services; in view of this the PCC have agreed to meet 60% of the costs with the remaining 40% borne by the PC. Cllr Smith proposed the purchase of the two notice boards. Seconded by Cllr Lee and agreed.  
7. To review the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy

Copies of the Parish Council’s insurance policy were circulated. It was noted that various items insured for theft or damage were still stored by a former clerk to the Parish Council and it was agreed that these items be retrieved. Cllr Davis proposed that the document be studied by councillors and discussed at the next meeting. 
8. To consider the release of Draft Minutes and Delivery of Minutes around the Parish

Concern has been expressed that the Parish Council no longer have a presence in the Parish News due to an ongoing difference of opinion between the Chairman and the publisher of the Parish News. The delivery of minutes to individual householders in the Parish was not considered to be practical. Alternatively, the editor of the Parish News has offered the PC a page in the Parish News for the publication of a summarised report on Parish Council proceedings. It was suggested that the minutes could also be displayed on the new notice boards if space permitted. 
It was further agreed that minutes could be displayed on the PC’s website or on the notice boards before approval at the next meeting, if they are clearly identified as Draft Minutes. 

9. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman
CCllr Hardman was not present

(b)  District Councillor R Davis
i. Cllr Davis informed the Council that the regulator for social housing was now called the Tenant Services Authority.  

ii. Cllr Davis reported the District Council aimed to settle contractors invoices within 14 days and that this initiative was achieved in 94% of cases. 
iii. Cllr Davis reported that the Pershore Market Town Partnership annual fund of £30k had been taken up for this year, but clubs and institutions would be able to make application for funds in the 2011/2012 year from this autumn. 

(c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Smith asked why a reply had been sent by the Chairman in response to a letter (see item 10(b)i) received from the Village Hall Management Committee before it had been discussed at a Parish Council meeting. He requested that individual councillors desist from sending letters on a personal basis as such correspondence could easily be misconstrued as a collective response from the Parish Council, and that he (Cllr Smith) wished to distance himself and the Parish Council from the opinions expressed in Cllr Brookes’ letter. 
ii. Cllr Smith  expressed criticism for the tone and content of the Chairman’s report presented at the Annual Parish Meeting, which he considered to be inflammatory and divisive, and which failed to reflect the views of the Parish Council as a whole. 

iii. Cllr Ottley reported that the planting scheme, which had formed part of the planning permission for the Caravan Park at the Defford Arms, had not been put in place. The planning department at the District Council to be contacted. 
iv. Cllr Ottley asked if the £1000 without prejudice payment to Hallmarks agreed at the September ’09 meeting had been sent. Cllr Brookes replied that the cheque had been lost and that a replacement had not been sent due to liability for the bill being in dispute. Hallmarks to be contacted to clarify matters with regards to the £1000 payment. 
v. Cllr Roe reported that she and the Clerk has attended the Annual Parish Conference where many of the concerns expressed by other parishes were identical to our own, with concerns about the state of the roads, problems with the hub and winter gritting all discussed.  
vi. Cllr Roe asked if any further communication had been received from the trustees of the Millennium Green following a suggestion at the Annual Parish Meeting that the Parish Council take over as custodians of the area. 
10. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda

a) A letter and invoice have been received from the Village Hall Management Committee requesting reimbursement of the remaining 20% plus interest of the invoice from March & Edwards relating to professional fees for raising the covenants on the car park. Cllr Ottley proposed that the decision on payment of this invoice be deferred until clarification has been received from Hallmarks as to whether or not March and Edwards were instructed to raise the covenants from the footprint of the proposed new Village Hall or from the whole Car Park. Seconded by Cllr Smith and agreed. 
b) Other correspondence received from the VHMC included (i) a letter withdrawing the  offer as laid out in their letter discussed at the meeting of the 9th February and minuted under item 8 of that meeting; (ii) income and expenditure accounts for the VHMC for the year 2008/09; and (iii) an email giving notice of a planning application submitted in the PC’s name for a new Village Hall to be built on land off Harpley Road. 

c) A letter had been received from the PCC asking if works detailed on the last quinquennial inspection could be completed. These refer to repointing work to the churchyard wall. Costs to be obtained.  

d) A letter has been received from Cllr Clive Woods resigning his position as a Parish Councillor. 
e) The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, which forms part of the South Worcestershire joint core strategy, has been published and identifies various areas within the Parish which could potentially be used for housing. 
11. To confirm the date of the next meeting

 The date of the next meeting which is the Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM) was confirmed as Tuesday 11 May 2010 to be held at 7.45pm in the Defford Village Hall. 
Public Questions
a) A parishioner reported that the illuminated speed sign on the Upton Road had been working intermittently. 
b) A parishioner reported that flytipping at two locations in Salters Lane was still a problem. The District Council to be contacted. 
c) A parishioner asked about the work taking place at the Old Railway Yard. It was explained that Network Rail had given notice that they were undertaking work at the site from the beginning of April. Comment was also passed on the general appearance of the part of the site occupied by Archer Transport. 
The meeting was closed at 9.50pm. 
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