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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council virtual meeting 
held by zoom on Monday 1st February 2021 
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.


As per attendance register:   

Tony Ward

Marcus Taylor 

Ian Graham





Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair




In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Aaron Powel. District Councllor


20/281
Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Jervis & Morgan-Wright

20/282
To receive Declarations of Interest, updates to Members’ Register 

Cllrs Moclair & Henderson for items relating to the Village Hall

20/283
Open Forum  


Appended to the minutes
20/284
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 4th January 2021 were accepted as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman in due course
20/285
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To consider advertising vacancy for councillor
It was agreed that the vacancy should be advertised.

20/286
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues.  
Councillor vacancy

· Wychavon electoral services have now confirmed that co-option for a replacement councillor can now be advertised.

NHB Information and Questionnaires

· 680 questionnaires were delivered to all households with the parish magazine, notices placed on the notice boards and entries on the PC website, the Village Hall website and the Village website.  Cllr Moclair added information to Spotted Offenham followed by weekly reminders to encourage further responses.  

Village Hall car park

· Reports have been received stating that gatherings of people in vehicles have taken place in the car park.  The rural policing team have been advised and it is understood that drive bys will take place

Recreation Ground

· The surface of the track continues to be a concern; it may be that comparison photographs of the area and those of the site in Lower Moor should be viewed and if there are significant differences in wear it should be raised with Hensons.

· The fencing around the younger children’s play area is currently being installed; Cllr Moclair has advised that works are proceeding well.


CCTV – Royal British Legion Club

· The donation to the RBL club for the CCTV upgrade has had to be paid directly to Byron Security because the Chairman of the Club is shielding due to covid and unable to get a cheque signed to pay the company.  OPC will make the payment directly to Byron’s but as this is a donation to the RBL vat can not be claimed.
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Mill Lane

· A resident has made contact and voiced concerns about the safety of children when the water levels are high close to the bridge over Mill Lane.  He suggested that a life saving ring should be considered.  He has been asked to inform the PC of the land owner as nothing can be considered without the land owners consent.
SWDP review – consultation briefing 1st March 6pm – 7.30pm

· Cllr Moclair has agreed to attend this zoom meeting which falls immediately prior to the PC meeting in March.

Annual Parish Meeting

· The Annual Parish meeting usually takes place prior to the PC meeting in March but it may be that it will need to be deferred this year.  It has to take place before 1st June.  Guidance from CALC is awaited.
20/287
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).

Circulated by email when received.
20/288
To receive update regarding New Homes Bonus.

The clerk advised that the Head Teacher of Offenham First School had made contact to challenge the outcome of the questionnaire, the clerk had contacted both Wychavon DC and the District Councillor regarding this and no failings were evident.  Cllr Ward stated that the procedure of distributing a questionnaire to all households with the parish magazine, information shown on 3 websites and notice boards together with requests for the return of questionnaires posted on Spotted Offenham covered all aspects open to the PC at this time.  It was agreed that the PC should submit the application for NHB money for the village hall project.  The clerk advised that most of the evidence was available; the treasurer of the VHC will be forwarding other information when received.  Proposed LK Seconded IG
20/289
To formally consider Deputy Chairman Position

The Chairman advised that due to reduced numbers of councillors being able to attend the meeting it was difficult to elect a Deputy at this time and the decision should be deferred to the AGM in May.  There were no challenges to this decision.
20/290
To consider actions, if any, required regarding the condition of the track in the recreation ground.

Cllr Taylor advised that he had been unable to check the track over the last 2 weeks but would inspect it at the weekend.  The clerk stated that ideally we would need photographs of the site at Lower Moor as an example of the works that we requested Hensons to undertake as a comparison.  If the condition of the track in Lower Moor was significantly better than that in the recreation ground a request should be made to Hensons to revisit the site.  Cllr Moclair advised that he would be available if necessary.

20/291
To consider costs for grass cutting and ground care contract for 2020/21

Maurice Parkinson advised that he would not be increasing the costs for ground care and mowing but would be increasing the Lengthsman hourly rate by £1 per hour to £17 and the cost of spraying knapsack to £25.  This was agreed by the council.  Proposed LK Seconded JM
20/292
To consider request from Offenham Meal Service for financial assistance.

Steve Thomas is currently providing 15 meals per week to those in need in the village and asked if there was any support available for him to continue to do this?  The Chairman suggested that the PC should support the scheme but asked if support was being given by local businesses as in the previous lockdown?  This information was not known at this time.  It was proposed that £100 should be made available and reviewed on a monthly basis.  Proposed AW Seconded LK.
20/293
To consider tree planting programme.

Following on from the responses to the questionnaire there were a number of requests for more tree planting in the village, it was suggested that this should be an annual consideration and a rolling programme for tree 
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planting starting with replanting in the village garden where some of the original trees had died, Cllr Moclair suggested Crabtree Leys as some of the trees there had also died but additional trees could be planted. Three Cocks Lane and the recreation ground, the cricket field subject to approval of the club were also regarded as potential locations for this year. 

20/294
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· New Homes Bonus application

· Tree planting programme

· Fencing around the children’s play area.
20/295
Member & committee reports:


Report from Footpath Warden
 -  None received


Report updates on Rural Communities –  CCTV updated at the RBL Club

Neighbourhood Watch
 -  None

VHC –  Meeting on 8th February

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – Meals service update only

PACT – cancelled due to COVID
20/296
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£       13312.28

as at  18.01.2021

Deposit account 7277881
£  
   53681.48

as at  20.01.2021
Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	87
	001733
	E-ON
	115.40
	5.77
	121.17

	88
	001734
	Wychavon District Council
	75.81
	15.16
	90.97

	89
	001735
	Broadmark Services
	40.00
	8.00
	48.00

	90
	001737
	Byron Security Ltd
	1481.47
	
	1481.47

	
	001736
	VOID - cancelled
	
	
	

	91
	001738
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	80.00
	16.00
	544.80

	92
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	196.00
	39.20
	

	93
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	178.00
	35.60
	

	94
	001739
	Diane Cox – Admin
	48.92
	
	621.59

	95
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	95
	
	
- Salary 
	551.07
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2788.27
	119.73
	2908.00


20/297
To receive quarterly accounts and budget review.

Documents were emailed to councillors prior to this meeting.  These were approved by all councillors present.  Proposed IG Seconded KH.
20/298
To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

20/02931/HP  The Old Vicarage, Main Street, Offenham


Two storey rear extension. Addition of window to the front elevation. Replacement of UPVC windows and erection of a porch.

OPC comment:  No objection
Decisions:

20/02206/FUL  Unit 2, Old Station Yard, Blackminster

Portal frame cold store - Approved

20/01799/FUL  Evesham Vale Growers, Blackminster

Erection of detached structure to accommodate canteen and staff welfare unit. –Approved

20/02241/HP – 14 Newtown, Offenham 

Rear infill extension and balcony off master bedroom above. – Approved
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20/299
To advise items for consideration at next meeting

None

20/300
To consider date & time of next meeting - at 7.30 pm on Monday 1st March 2021 


Meeting closed at 21.20.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from Aaron Powell, District Councillor.
· 19% drop in covid figures in Wychavon
· 382 per 100,000 shows a significant drop in figures
· The higher rate in Redditch impacts on Worcestershire figures
· 91,000 vaccinated in Hereford & Worcester
· Gov’t looking to see the R rate to be under 0.7 before lockdown measures eased
· Grant funds are available through WDC
· Council car parks free until lockdown measures reduced
· Election Boundary changes – reduction of councillors from 45 to 43 but possibly one either way.
· Sustainability review
· Traveller sites proposed – Aldington, Knowle Hill and Bretforton Rd, Badsey
· Census – 21st March (jobs available, see website for details)
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