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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL
 Ref:  02/21 P.
1201
MINUTES of an ORDINARY MEETING of FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 2nd February 2021 at 7.30 p.m via zoom.
A ten minute period was set aside before the meeting commenced for Public Participation. No members of the public attended.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Those present were:
Chairman Cllr Will Taylor, Cllrs Norman Hewer, Cllr Christine Orr-Cooper, Cllr Rosemary Ryan, Cllr Caroline Spencer, Cllr Wendy Molloy and Councillor Malcolm. Molloy. 
Also in attendance:
Sarah Whittaker, the Clerk.
1.
APOLOGIES

No apologies were received. 
2.
MINUTES REFERENCE 02/21 P.1197-1200

Minutes recording the meeting held on 4th January as circulated were 
taken as read, approved and signed. Resolved.
3.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:


There were no declarations of interest. Resolved.















4.
PROGRESS REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
a). Catshill Football Club. The Clerk had no response since the query  regarding parking. 
b.)It was agreed the CALC recommended internal auditor Duncan Edwards be instructed to undertake the councils internal audit for a fee of £160.

c.)Noted
d.)Noted

5. 
CORRESPONDENCE

All correspondence received was noted. It was agreed to continue to send all updates via email. 
6.
SMARTWATER 

Cllr Ryan explained the process for homeowners to mark their property with the Smartwater kits. Cllr Hewer explained the church use the system, including externally which lasts for around five years. Cllr Spencer queried the number of reported robberies in the area, the Chairman believed it was low. The system allows police to identify stolen items if recovered. In recent years that had been incidents of tools and a trailer being stolen. It was suggested that in future communications the council remind residents to remove any tools from vans overnight. Cllr Wendy Molloy reported that there had been attempted theft of their Christmas illuminations.
RESOLVED It was agreed more discussion would be needed about the council funding smart water kits possibly post covid where discussions with residents could take place. 
7.
 PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

The decisions were noted. Heavy vehicles on the road were still a concern 

even with the restrictions noted in the approval. It was felt it would be hard to monitor the restrictions. The Chairman had received many complaints from local residents. Cllr Hewer had concerns that the approval would set a precedent for further similar applications. Cllr Spencer suggested that if sufficient complaints were received the parish council could report this to the planning officer. Cllr Hewer suggested contacting the enforcement team and query what they proposed to do about the application 
RESOLVED Clerk to contact Enforcement Team with queries.
8. 
FINANCE
a) Receipts

Interest Money Manager Account                                  0.01









£0.01
b) Payments
It was proposed by Cllr Hewer and seconded by Cllr Wendy Molloy that the following payments be made: 
S. Whittaker – January Salary
         194.60


Three Counties Payroll (DD)


            
   14.04
S.Skeys Lengthsman duties Nov, Dec & Jan


  661.50
S. Skeys Refilling Grit bin





     75
IDG Gardening Services





   234.00
TOTAL







1179.14
c.) Online Banking and payment of cheques online. 

It had been suggested that due to current restrictions it may be useful to transfer to online (BACS) payment of services. Cllr Hewer noted that payment for the street pastors was online. He explained the process of signatories logging on with their own passwords for authorisation of payments. For security, one person raises the payment and another authorises. The Chairman queried the equipment needed but it was agreed that only a phone and internet was required. Further discussion ensued regarding changing bank accounts to Unity Banking, used by many parish councils. 
RESOLVED Clerk to investigate changing bank to unity banking. 
d.) Setting up a Parish Zoom Account
It was agreed that the parish would need their own account.

RESOLVED It was proposed by Cllr Orr-Cooper and seconded by Cllr Wendy Molloy that the Clerk set up a monthly payment zoom account. 
Cllr Hewer suggested that as the reserves of the bank accounts were now almost £20,000 there was a need to start thinking about how to spend the money for the benefit of the village. The Chairman advised money for play equipment at Penmanor had been earmarked. Councillors agreed it would be useful to have a schedule of earmarked reserves and what the money was reserved for. 
RESOLVED Chairman to liaise with Clerk regarding quotes for play equipment and clerk to source updated quotes
.











9. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be an Ordinary Meeting of Finstall Parish Council, on Tuesday 2nd March 2020 via zoom. 
10. 
OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY
Cllr Ryan asked for an update on signage on property at Heyson Road. The clerk would contact Cllr Whittaker.

The Chairman encouraged councillors to send any information for the website. All agenda, minutes and news items are posted on the website and noticeboards. Cllr Hewer requested the number of hits the website had, the Clerk agreed to investigate. 
Cllr Wendy Molloy reported that their Christmas illuminations had raised £4648.50 for the primrose hospice.The Chairman reported that the damaged leg on the slide had been removed and a repair was in progress. 
The Chairman had received several complaints about the condition of the Finstall Road in the recent icy conditions. The Clerk contacted Worcestershire County Council and the Chairman spoke directly with Richard Clewer at highways. The County Council claimed it should have had been gritted as it is a bus route and should be a priority.  

Cllr Ryan queried the condition of the pathways in Finstall due to dips in the pavement. Pathways are currently being worked on including Penmanor. Cllr Spencer suggested there may be a schedule of works. The Clerk agreed to contact Bromsgrove District Council to check. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm.


Signed...........................................................Date............................................
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