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PEOPLETON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10th March 2021 at 7.30pm remotely via zoom.
1. Members and Officers present: Cllrs Mason (Chair), Phillips, Bailey, Smith, Wall, Hennerley, Darby, Whittingham, DC Robinson. No members of the public attended.
2. Apologies: CC Adams
3. Declarations of Interest: None declared

4. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th January 2021 were approved as true and correct.
5. District Councillors report:     
Latest update from Wychavon re opening of the Civic Centre.
Until we get further information, we are not planning on having staff return to the office in significant numbers until after 21 June when it is proposed all legal limits on social contact are dropped. Similarly, our buildings will remain closed to councillors and council meetings will continue to be held virtually until we get an update from the Government on what the regulations and arrangements will be in the future. We do intend to reopen our reception at the Civic Centre in Pershore for pre-booked urgent face to face appointments from 12 April, when non-essential retail reopens. Although libraries can reopen from that date it will still be with social distancing restrictions in place so we will keep the reopening of our hubs in Droitwich and Evesham under review and await further guidance. The full reopening of our reception may have to wait until staff return to the office but again, we will keep this under review.

Business Support

The Government confirmed this week the Local Restrictions Grant Business Support funding would be extended until end of March. We will be given additional funding to cover this. We will now start distributing another 6 weeks of payments automatically to businesses across the district. So far under this scheme we have distributed £10.6m to those companies who were forced to close and £1.4m to companies who have been severely affected by the pandemic. Business support payments for all schemes distributed by us now total more than £44million. We await further details of support for businesses in next week’s budget. We have also paid out over £105,000 to people who have lost income whilst isolating by way of an individual financial support payment of £500.

Lockdown easing - step one

The first step of the Prime Minister’s lockdown easing roadmap begins on 8 March when schools will be allowed to reopen. The Government has published a blog explaining what you can expect. Read students returning to school and college, what you need to know.  Please make sure when dropping children off that you keep 2 metres from others – if you can’t imagine a bath or sofa between you and the other person you are probably too close.

The next phase of step 1 takes place on 29 March when either two households will be allowed to meet up outdoors or groups up to a maximum of six people (the Rule of 6). People from other households must still socially distance. Outdoors includes private gardens. Indoor mixing is still not allowed .Read the full details of the lockdown easing roadmap including changes proposed in later months. All this depends on certain tests and criteria being met including keeping the infection rate low.

Apply for a winter fuel grant

Through our partner Act on Energy, you may be able to get help with paying your fuel bills. Find out who qualifies for help, and how to claim, on the Act on Energy website. If this does not apply to you then the Government has produced a guide for people struggling to pay essential bills because of the pandemic

Elections and Covid-19

On 6 May, elections will take place for the West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner and Worcestershire County Council. Efforts are being made to make sure people can vote in person on the day in a safe way. This includes putting in Covid-19 Secure measures at polling stations, such as one-way systems and sanitizing common touchpoints regularly. If you wish to vote in person on polling day then you will be asked to take simple safety measures such as bringing your own pen or pencil. You will also need to wear a face covering inside the polling station and maintain social distancing. Polling cards will be going out in the next couple of weeks. There may be changes to some polling stations so please check your card carefully. You may decide you would rather stay at home on this occasion. If so, you do not have to lose your voice. You can apply to vote by post or to send someone to vote on your behalf, known as voting by proxy. The deadline for postal votes for this election is 5pm on 20 April and 27 April for proxy votes. If you are thinking of voting in this way, then we strongly recommend you apply early.

Census 2021 - lookout for your invite

This year's Census takes place on 21 March and for the first time will be mainly online. Households will shortly receive a letter through the post containing a unique online code. This can then be entered into the dedicated website allowing you to fill in the survey. It is important you take part. Not only is it a legal requirement and failure to fill it in could result in a fine, but it is also used by the Government, the NHS and councils and other organisations to decide on future funding allocations and the need for new investment (new schools, roads, hospitals etc).

Consultation on SWDP Review sustainability appraisal.

A public consultation has started on an important document supporting the development of new homes across South Worcestershire over the next two decades The sustainability appraisal sets out how sites and policies in the revised South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) balance economic and social factors with protecting the environment, which is officially referred to as sustainable development principles. The consultation runs from 1 March to 19 April and people can have their say by visiting www.swdevelopmentplan.org where they can read the document in full and respond to the online survey.
The consultation is not considering proposed sites for development or polices in the revised SWDP. Comments submitted on these subjects will not be considered.

A further round of consultation on the plan overall is expected to start in October 2021 when the first draft of the revised SWDP is published. It will then be submitted to the Secretary of State in February 2022 for independent public examination, which is expected to take place later that year. The revised SWDP sets out how a Government requirement to build another 14,000 new homes across Malvern Hills District, Worcester City and Wychavon District by 2041 will be met. This is on top of the need for 28,400 new homes by 2030, more than half of which have already been built, set out in the current plan.

6. County Councillors report:

Covid update:

Worcestershire rate of covid infections is currently 117 cases per 100,000, The current England rate is 91, Redditch has the highest number of cases in Worcestershire and 48 care homes in Worcestershire currently have outbreaks. There is community testing capacity in Worcestershire for 13,000 to 15,000 people per week. St Peters Church In Worcester, Three Counties Showground In Malvern and The Artrix in Bromsgrove are all operational vaccination sites now.

7. Planning: The following applications were considered:
	21/00231/FUL
	Hallgarth Farm Norchard Lane Peopleton Pershore WR10 2ED
	Change of use of land and construction of detached building for flexible use as farm office, store, garage and holiday let
	No objections

	20/02657/AGR
	LAND AT (OS 9392 5017), PEOPLETON
	Proposed agricultural farm track
	Objection raised


8. Progress reports: 

a) Chairman’s 
Lockdown leaflets delivered to the village but not enough to distribute to all household’s, so they were left in the shop.
b) Village Trust 
Financially the Trust is in a comfortable situation, the Pony and dog show is cancelled for this year but will take place on 15th May 2022. The Autumn Show is continuing to go ahead this year.

Tennis nets will go up this week on the MUGA and the Play Area will have a soft opening mid-April with an official opening later in the year. Lots of planting has taken place by the Play Area and there have been various working parties such as painting the fence.
Limebridge will start mowing again from this month and will submit a revised price per cut.

c) Village shop
Fairly quiet as normal this time of year but all operating well 
d) PACT    
Cllr Hennerley highlighted various dog thefts reported locally and for parishioners to be aware. 
e) Lengthsman

Nothing to report all working well and some flowers have been planted within the village.

f) Footpaths

Nothing to report.

g) Highways & Byways issues
Rooftop planning to complete the tree surgery on the trees opposite the Pantry this week.

Small repair on highway near Mr Clays property completed.

Ongoing issues with 4x4 vehicles continuing to access Green Lane.
Clerk to chase Barry Barnes regarding the manhole cover that needs addressing and yellow painted area upon entrance to the village.

Speed watch within the village to resume after lockdown.

h) Flooding 
Cllr Wall reported that the flood alleviation scheme had worked well during the winter storms however stressed the importance of keeping the drains in the village clear for this to continue. Clerk to write to Wychavon to see if this can be addressed and Cllr Mason to speak with land tenants.

9. Finance
a) Update on the budget/ Bank balance as of 1st March 2021
Treasurers Account      £13,399.04
Business Instant Account £8,478.43
b) The following payments were approved for the Clerk to pay-
	Potterton (Playground)
	£960

	ACES Electrical (NHB Monies)
	£720

	Lengthsman January
	£312

	Lengthsman February
	£114

	PATA Payroll
	£18.40

	Clerk’s salary
	£493.82

	Clerk’s expenses
	£13.14

	Worcestershire Calc (Training Darby& Whittingham)
	£60

	
	

	
	


c) Internal Auditor
Cllrs requested the Clerk contact Nigel Clay to ask if he would be willing to complete the internal audit of the annual accounts.

10. Village Bus services
Cllr Mason explained the aim to keep the community bus running until the end of September or end of the year to demonstrate demand until the County Council review bus routes to hopefully add the service from Peopleton back into timetables. All Cllrs agreed to pursue the crowd funding and fund matching initiative through Spacehive and agreed to donate £100 towards the cause from Parish Council funds

11. Smart Water
It was agreed for the Parish Council to gauge interest from parishioners on the initiative and re-visit in Autumn. Clerk to invite Smart Water to promote at the Autumn Show.
12. Enforcement Update

Clerk to contact enforcement for a meeting alongside Cllr Mason and invite a cabinet member.
13. Correspondence for Information:
It was agreed for Clerk to acknowledge receipt of emails from Mr Powell and state that all comments raised have been noted.
14. Future agenda items and reports: Councillors may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
15. Date of next meeting: To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 12th May at 7pm for the Annual Parish Meeting followed at 7.30pm by the Annual Parish Council Meeting, it is anticipated that these meetings will be held virtually via zoom.
Signed ……………..
Dated…………………
Future meetings
May          12/05/21

July          14/07/21

September   08/09/21
November    10/11/21
Public Question Time


The time allocated is at the discretion of the council/chairman. Residents are invited to give their views and question the parish council on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the chairman. Members of the public may not take part in the parish council meeting itself. This period is not part of the formal meeting; brief notes will be appended to the minutes as an aide memoire.
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