
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 11th May 2010

at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllrs John Brooks, Richard Neath, Sonja Lee,  Ann Roe, Roy Ottley, Ian Spiers, Ron Davis (left meeting at 8.30pm) and David Smith.

Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 15 members of the public

1. Election of Chairman of the Council and signing of declaration of office

Cllr Lee nominated Cllr Roe. Cllr Roe declined the nomination. Cllr Davis nominated Cllr Brookes with Cllr Spiers seconding. Cllr Smith nominated Cllr Lee, with Cllr Ottley seconding. A vote was taken with a majority in favour of Cllr Brookes, who was duly elected. 
2. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from CCllr Hardman.  
a) Councillors were reminded of the need to complete or update their register of interests. 
b) The following councillors declared personal, non-prejudicial interests: Cllrs Roe and Brookes: Village Hall; Cllr Davis: re Rooftop Housing Group; Cllrs Neath and Lee: School Governors

3. Election of Vice-Chairman of the Council

Cllr Brookes proposed Cllr Spiers for Vice-Chairman. Seconded by Cllr Roe and agreed. 
4. To nominate councillors as representatives to the following bodies:

a) Defford Relief in Need: Cllr Lee

b) Village Hall Management Committee working group: deferred

c) The Planning Committee: Cllrs Lee, Roe, Smith, Brookes and Neath

d) The General Purposes and Administration Committee: Cllrs Ottley, Spiers, Roe and  Smith

5. To review the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment and Asset Register

The Council agreed that the Standing Orders required only one small amendment. The Financial Regulations were reviewed and approved. It was agreed that an Asset Register would be formalised and an updated Risk Assessment would be drawn up. 

6. To review the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy

Items to be added to the policy include 3 benches, and a bus shelter in addition to the one already listed. The office equipment to be removed from the Property Damage items. The number of streetlights in the Parish will also be checked. 

7. To note the Code of Conduct

Councillors were reminded of their obligation to abide by the Code of Conduct. 

8. To confirm the Bank Signatories

An additional bank signatory was required due to the resignation of Cllr Wilkinson. Cllr Ottley agreed to perform this role. All existing signatories indicated that they were happy to continue. 

9. To agree the Calendar of future meetings for the year 

This item was deferred. 

10. Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th April 2010 to be confirmed and signed

Acceptance of the Minutes of the meeting of the 13th April 2010 was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Roe and agreed. 

11. Co-option of Parish Councillor

Two applications has been received from Mr Robert Bemand of Defford and Mr David Robinson of Besford. A vote was taken with a majority in favour of Mr Robinson, who was duly co-opted onto the Council.  

12. Planning 

a) New applications

The following planning applications had been received and discussed by the Planning Committee:

W/10/00746/PN: Land to rear of Car Park, Harpley Road, Defford 

Applicant: 
Defford and Besford Parish Council on behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee

Proposal: 

Change of Use + new Village Hall


Planning Committee: 
No objection

It was noted that the Village Hall Management Committee had not sought agreement from the Parish Council before submitting the application in the Parish Council’s name and that it would have been courteous and proper to do so, even though previous applications had been submitted in this way. It was pointed out that this was not an application made by the Parish Council as claimed by the VHMC. 
W/10/00837/PP: The Chase, Church Lane, Defford

Applicant: 

Mr D. Yendole

Proposal: 

Garage conversion and new garage


Planning Committee: 
No objection

b) Wychavon District Council decisions – there were none. 

13. Finance:

a) The following invoices were approved for payment:

· nPower



£86.42

Electricity for streetlights

· Open Spaces Society

£40.00

Annual Subscription

· LA Garden Services

£260.00  
Grass-cutting April ‘10


· Defford Village Hall

£20.00

Hall hire 11/5/10

· Allianz (AON Limited)

£562.51
Insurance renewal
It was noted that the payment to Allianz may not be exact due to the changes to the policy discussed at item 6.

b) To revisit deferred items from meetings of 9th February ’10 (item 12 refers) and 13th April ’10 (item 10a refers) regarding letters and invoices from the Village Hall 

Management Committee
Decisions on the items in question had been deferred pending information from Ian Pugh of Hallmarks as to whether or not March & Edwards were instructed to raise the covenants on the whole car park or on only the footprint of the building. Members of the Parish Council had been of the belief that only the area of the footprint of the proposed new building was due to have its covenants raised, as the Diocesan charge for this would therefore be reduced (although the professional fees from the solicitor would be almost identical in either case). As the covenants were never raised, the fees were not payable to the Diocese for relief of the covenants, but the professional fees were chargeable and had been met by the Village Hall Management Committee. A letter from Ian Pugh dated 22nd April had been received where he supplied a copy of the draft Deed of Variation which indicated that the covenants were to be raised on the whole of the car park. However, Mr Pugh sent further correspondence dated 5th May where he deferred to a letter from Robert Sprake of  March & Edwards who considered that the covenants were to be released from the footprint of the proposed building only. 

Cllr Smith proposed reimbursement to the Village Hall Management Committee of 80% of the cost of the invoice from March & Edwards as requested in the VHMC’s letter discussed at the Parish Council meeting on the 9th February (item 12). Seconded by Cllr Lee and put to the vote, Cllrs Ottley, Lee and Smith voted in favour of the proposal with Cllrs Roe, Spiers and Brookes voting against and Cllr Neath abstaining. Cllr Brookes used the Chairman’s casting vote against the proposal which was declared lost. 

Cllr Brookes proposed that the Parish Council decline to reimburse the Village Hall Management Committee the remaining 20% of the invoice from March & Edwards as requested in the VHMC’s letter discussed at the meeting on 13th April (item 10a).  Seconded by Cllr Roe and supported by 3 councillors in total with the remaining members abstaining, the proposal was accepted. 

14. Maintenance of Open Spaces

a) Churchyard wall:  A quotation had been received for the work from Mr Richard Clements for £75. The Council agreed to accept the quotation. 

b) Footpaths officer:  The Footpath Officer, Mr David Gilman, has tendered his resignation. A letter has been sent thanking him for his work in the role. The Council agreed that a notice be placed in the Parish News advertising the vacancy.

c) Millennium Green:  The grass-cutting contractor has expressed concern over hedge clippings with sharp thorns being left around the perimeter of the Millennium Green. No further communication has been received from the trustees of the Millennium Green with regards to the Parish Council taking over as custodians of the area, so it was agreed that the trustees be contacted. 

15. Councillors reports  

a) County Councillor A Hardman

CCllr Hardman was not present.
b) District Councillor R Davis

i. District Cllr Davis informed the Council that Cllr Mrs Linda Robinson has been elected as the new Chairman of Wychavon District Council. 
ii. District Cllr Davis informed the Council that a training session for councillors had been arranged for the 26th May at Wychavon District Council. 

c) Parish Councillors
i. The Council congratulated District Cllr Davis on becoming the Chairman of the Planning Committee at Wychavon District Council. 
ii. Cllr Smith wished to offer grateful thanks to former councillor Clive Woods for his fair and objective contributions to meetings whilst a member of the Parish Council. 
iii. Cllr Spiers asked if investigations could be made into the rights of way that once led across Defford Common, and whether or not they could be reinstated.  

iv. Cllr Roe noted that a communications aerial had been installed at the Old Railway Yard.

16. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda

a) The Parochial Church Council have decided that they do not wish to replace the notice board at Besford, and that they will renovate the existing one. Prices to be obtained for replacement of the Parish Council notice board at Besford. 

b) A letter has been received from Worcestershire County Council to advise that the consultation document regarding the Worcestershire Waste Core Strategy has been issued and is available as a 250 page full report or a 5 page summary. The summary to be requested.

c) Wychavon District Council have organised a Community Planning Event on Monday 7th June to help parishes put together a Parish Plan. 

17. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 29th June 2010. 

Public Questions

A parishioner asked if action was being taken to compel the owners of the hedge alongside the alleyway between Hill View and Harpley Road to cut it back. Letters have been sent to the occupant but no action has been taken, so the matter has been passed to the County Council. 

The meeting was closed at 10.25pm. 
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