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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 7th June 2021 
Parish Councillors:


Richard Evans, Chairman.


As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair




In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)

21/042
Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Larraine Knight, Tony Ward, Ian Graham & Marcus Taylor, District Councillor Aaron Powell 
21/043
To receive Declarations of Interest, updates to Members’ Register 

None
21/044
Open Forum  

· No members of the public present however a phone call was received by the clerk from a resident who requested that details of the annual garden competitions should be advertised in parish magazine earlier in the year to allow residents time to prepare their gardens. 

Councillors considered this was a reasonable request and thought additional competitions may be worthwhile linking in with Wake celebrations.

· County & District Councillor reports appended to the minutes

21/045
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 10th May 2021 were accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.
21/046
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· A request was received from the Wake Committee for a donation to cover the annual insurance fee as they had been unable to hold the usual annual events due to covid restrictions.


It was agreed to cover the cost of insurance at a cost of £657.79.  Proposed JM Seconded KH.

21/047
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues.  
Recreation Ground

· Quotations for the replacement of fencing on the boundary of the recreation ground and the cricket field have been requested from 2 contractors in the village, one did not wish to quote for the work and the second is unable to do the work until the autumn.

PROW finger post

· Maurice Parkinson will be reinstalling the post near to Bannisters as it appears to have been damaged by traffic.

Councillor vacancy

· A number of applications have been received for the 2 positions for parish councillor; the Chairman has suggested that an independent meeting should be scheduled for interviews.


Audit

· A date for residents to view the accounts will be advertised shortly, the period is expected to be from the 14th June to the 23rd July.  It may be that an alternative venue for viewing will be required.

9.
Skip

· The area of land to be cleared to the rear of the church will take place shortly; the skip is to be located in the car park of the village hall having gained prior approval from the Village Hall committee.

21/048
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).

Circulated during the meeting.
21/049
To consider responses for the vacancy to become a Parish Councillor

As a number of applications had been received it was decided that a separate meeting should be scheduled for the 21st June to allow an interview process to take place.  Cllr Henderson will confirm if the village hall is free on that date.  It was suggested by the Chairman that 3 councillors be present and also the clerk.  The clerk requested that councillors should consider and supply any questions that they may wish to put to all applicants.
21/050
To consider actions required to undertake annual check of the War Memorial.

The clerk advised that she had spoken to Cllr Ward prior to this meeting and he had agreed to inspect the war memorial for any defects and maintenance. He had responded stating that it was in good order and no action was required this year.

21/051
To consider actions required in preparation for this year’s competitions for Best Garden, Hanging Basket/Containers and Good Villager

It was agreed that an entry in the parish magazine was required together with Spotted Offenham and notice boards to try and reach as many residents as possible.  A resident has offered again to assist with the judging, it is hoped this year that a 2 judge system may take place providing covid restrictions allow.

21/052
To consider options for the repairs to the play area surface after feed back received from Cllr Taylor

Defer to next meeting as Cllr Taylor was unable to attend this evening.
21/053
To consider action required regarding fencing in the recreation ground/cricket boundary and safety netting fixture.

The clerk advised that only one contractor who had been approached could provide a quotation so further quotations were required.  Cllr Taylor had contacted the clerk to advise that he could meet another contractor on site who would be able to supply another quotation but also a recommendation had been received for an additional contractor from a member of the cricket club.  It was agreed to pursue further quotes which should be available for the next meeting.

21/054
To consider action, if any, to a request for tree planting on privately owned land.

A resident had raised the possibility of tree planting on a parcel of land that was privately owned, however the Parish Council has no jurisdiction on the usage of this land and it was also believed that this land was included in the call for sites for the SWDP for future development.  The outcome of the inclusion within the SWDP is expected in the autumn.  No further action was considered appropriate at this time.
21/055
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Competitions
· New neighbourhood watch co-ordinator required
21/056
Member & committee reports:


Report from Footpath Warden
 -  The FP warden had advised that a number of finger posts were to be replaced with new metal type at some time, the has requested that our contractor reposition the fallen post situated near Bannisters.


Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

Neighbourhood Watch
 -  None

VHC –  Works are like likely to continue for the next 4-6 weeks.  Covid safety restrictions are currently being followed at allow restricted usage of the hall but things may change after the 21st June.
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Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – cancelled due to COVID
21/057
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£        32104.02

as at  21.05.2021

Deposit account 7277881
£  
    53683.24

as at  21.05.2021

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	19
	001760
	BHIB Ltd
	1208.29
	
	1208.29

	20
	001761
	E-ON
	111.67
	5.58
	117.25

	21
	001762
	Iain A Selkirk
	130.00
	
	130.00

	22
	001763
	HMRC
	413.20
	
	413.20

	23
	001764
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	236.00
	47.20
	1032.00

	24
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	624.00
	124.80
	

	25
	001765
	Diane Cox – Admin
	86.17
	
	678.44

	26
	
	
- Mileage

	41.40
	
	

	26
	
	
- Salary 
	550.87
	
	

	
	
	Total
	3401.60
	177.58
	3579.18


21/058
To receive report from the Internal Auditor, Iain Selkirk.

The report had been emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting, no issues raised. 

21/059
To approve the Annual Governance Statement

It was agreed by all members present to approve the Annual Governance Statement.  Proposed RE, Seconded JM.

21/060
To approve Accounting Statements for 2020/21  

It was agreed by all members present to approve the Accounting Statements for 2020/21.  Proposed RE, Seconded JM.
21/061
To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  

21/00718/FUL  61 Myatt Road, Offenham


Erection of a single storey dwelling together with parking and new vehicular access.- response required prior to this meeting

No action required as comment already received by email.
OPC comment: No further comment.

Decisions:


None
21/062
To advise items for consideration at next meeting
· Report from Cllr Henderson on potential tree planting sites.

· To consider actions required for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. 
21/063
To consider date & time of next meeting, 7.30 pm on Monday 5th July 2021

Meeting closed at 8.45pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from Alastair Adams, County Councillor, received by email
· Appended to the minutes

Report from Aaron Powell,  District Councillor, received by email.
· Appended to the minutes
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