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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th July 2021 at 7.30pm in Peopleton Village Hall
1. Members and Officers present: Cllrs Phillips (Vice Chairman), Bailey, Baxter, Smith, Wall, Hennerley, Whittingham, District and County Cllr Robinson. Two members of the public attended.
2. Apologies: Cllrs Mason and Darby
3. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Phillips declared an interest in item 5a and left the room during the time this was discussed.

4. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th May 2021 were approved as true and correct.
5. County & District Councillors report:  
So nice to be back with you all in person.

 I am still busy trying to adjust to my new County role and have attended even more inductions and training meetings. As I am sure you can imagine there is a lot of information to process. Whilst there are advantages to this all being done remotely; it is harder to put names to faces that you have not had the opportunity to meet in person. Live meetings are now taking place at County Hall but with strict Covid precautions in place. I am now in regular conversation with Barry Barnes. He has explained in detail his role as my Highways liaison officer which is very useful.  I suspect he will be my most used officer contact across our Division and look forward to working with him on highways issues on your behalf.

I would like to share with you a wonderful opportunity for any one from Peopleton that might like to volunteer to help at the Commonwealth Games which are being held in Birmingham next year.

Please visit www.birmingham2022.com/get.involved/volunteering for more details.

County Council are very good in communicating latest COVID statistics with members and I will share some of them with you as part of my report.   

The vaccination take up continues to be good with appointments now being made for the over 18’s. In reaction to a surge in cases and in order to get as many people vaccinated as possible there are now ‘walk in ‘centres where no appointment is necessary in Worcester & Bromsgrove.  In Worcestershire 421,680 have received their first dose which equates to 83% 0f over 18’s and 64% have had both doses.   Now we are hearing that it is likely there will be a third rollout of a booster injection in September to coincide with the annual flu jab. Priority will start with the over 70’s and the clinically vulnerable.

Confirmed cases of coronavirus in Worcestershire have increased by 117% in the last seven days. In that period there have been 1,409 new cases. There are now 89 cases per 100,000 in Wychavon but only 17 0f those are in the over 60 age group presumably an indication of the success of the vaccine rollout. As of July 1st. 3,422 staff and pupils are in self-isolation from schools in Worcestershire which is affecting 40% of our schools. Nunnery Wood High school in Worcester was completely closed today as a result of 19 new positive tests on Monday.

In an update this morning from Public Health England figures show that 38,037 people had been confirmed as testing positive for Covid-19 by 9am on Tuesday July 13th in Worcestershire up from 37,670 at the same time on Monday. The rate of infection now stands at 6,384 cases per 100,000 slightly lower than the England average of 8,018 but still a concern.

The NHS has warned that hospital waiting lists could more than double from 5.3m to 13m in England this summer if cases continue to rise at the current rate.

Government has indicated that the compulsory wearing of masks and social distancing measures will become optional from July 19th.  The wearing of face masks will be encouraged in crowded places and on public transport and mandatory on Transport for London Services. Isolation measures will no longer apply to those who have proof of having been double vaccinated nor will quarantine restrictions apply to them on return from certain foreign destinations not on the red list if they have proof of a negative test before and after travel. 

There will be a gradual return to work over the summer. However, it is stressed that the Pandemic is not over and life will not be as it was before.  We should all consider the risks and act accordingly whilst making use of the covid pass. 

The advice remains to not drop your guard and continue to practice ‘hands, space and fresh air ‘at all times.

As of last week at least 2.7m people in the U.K. had downloaded the new NHS app (covid pass) which is separate from the Test & Trace one and allows users to share their vaccination status when travelling internationally or attending large events in the UK such as Wimbledon or Euro 2020 games. A huge bonus from the surge in downloads is that it has triggered a rise in numbers registering for organ donation. 51,000 donor preferences have been added in the last four weeks which is five times more than in April. 

Finally, some interesting national travel stats that I came across:

On trains passenger levels have fallen to 22% of pre covid levels whilst

Bus travel is currently at 21% and traffic volume is at 90% 

n.b.  Please refer to this link for details of major road works in Pershore and Pinvin over the next few weeks which could affect your travel plans.

Closures ahead as roadworks revealed for busy Pershore road | The Evesham Observer
For noting my new County e mail address is   LRobinson2@worcestershire.gov.uk

6. Planning: The following applications were considered:
	21/01526/HP
	6 Monks Way Peopleton Pershore WR10 2EH
	Addition of front porch
	Parish Council approved

	21/01346/HP
	8 Stonecroft Cottage Main Street Peopleton WR10 2EA
	Erection of porch
	Parish Council approved

	21/01132/FUL
	Land At (Os 9392 5017) Peopleton
	New farm access track
	Parish Council raised an objection


7. Progress reports: 

a) Chairman’s 
Cllr Mason in the process of revising the “Welcome to Peopleton” leaflet with the help of Mark Jobson but he is busy with his job, It is also taking time to get information from some parties. Recently Cllr Mason has delivered several of the existing leaflets and now have none left, a draft has been sent a draft to all Cllrs to check and add to.

On 18 May, Cllr Mason met with Cllr Robinson and Tony Rowley, the executive member at Wychavon DC for planning to discuss the difficulties faced with certain landowners within the village. 

b) Village Trust 
The Village Trust met last week and all is going well and the Village Hall is financially secure thanks to the Wychavon grants distributed.

There is a mouse racing evening planned for October and on Saturday 4th June 2022 a Picnic in the Park is planned to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee where all parishioners will be invited to join in.

The play area is functioning well and Wychavon will be visiting on 28th July to see the results of the funding. Lovely to see lots of wildflowers in the area and Peopleton wildlife group are also doing a survey of the area.

c) Village shop
The AGM took place on 1 July. The major discussions were how to recruit more volunteers and encourage more custom, the shop had a successful year and made £4771 profit.              
d) PACT 
Nothing to report in the village, in Pershore there was a recent theft of three cars from a vehicle showroom. 
e) Lengthsman

Pleased to report that Mr Powell had cut back the grass at Caves Corner-Clerk to thank Mr Powell.
f) Footpaths

Nothing to report.
g) Highways & Byways issues
Manhole cover still requires remedial work- Clerk to forward details to Cllr Robinson.
h) Flooding 
Covered ditches in public open forum and the need for landowners to keep them clear to avoid flooding.
8. Finance
a) Update on the budget/ Bank balance as of 14th July 2021
Treasurers Account      £9,248.91
Business Instant Account £9,648.82
b) It was discussed that another Cllr was required required to approve online payments, Cllr Phillips proposed Cllr Baxter and this was seconded by Cllr Wall- Clerk to action.

c) The following payments were approved for the Clerk to pay-
	Lengthsman May
	£168

	Lengthsman June
	£198

	Clerk’s salary
	£432.62

	Clerk’s expenses
	£17.52

	Limebridge May
	£324

	Limebridge June
	£324

	Insurance Renewal
	£362.79

	Potterton (Playground)
	       £480

	       Bench painting materials (LB)
	       £38.44

	
	

	
	


9. Village Bus services
Cllr Mason left notes reporting that the crowd-funding campaign has been very successful, and the target was exceeded. This means that the Parish Council can maintain services until the end of the year, at least, and may be able to add extra services if there is sufficient demand. There is hope that Worcestershire CC will complete their review of bus services in the county and see that there is demand for on the two routes which we are supporting. 
Parish Lands pledged £500 to the Community Bus crowd-funding campaign. Unfortunately, they cannot pay this at present. It is suggested that the Parish Council pay this until the Parish Lands bank account is sorted out. This is simple because Peopleton Parish Council holds the community bus funds on behalf of Peopleton and Drakes Broughton. Secondly, the Clerk obviously has to administer the bus funds, i.e account for the money and pay Worcester Wheels and Pershore Volunteer Centre. Its is suggested that, as far as possible, this in Peopleton Parish Council time, but if she finds herself spending a lot more time doing this work, then claim the funds back from the Community Bus funds. 

10. Speeding in the village
David Canvin is in touch with the police about a Community Speed Watch campaign. It has been difficult to get anyone trained but there is a new officer running the scheme and David is due to meet him to assess possible sites to check the speed of drivers. 
11. Allotment’s update
Cllr Whittingham reported back that the only landowner that had show interest in the project so far was Samantha Lole with the land next to the Village Hall and was in discussion with her land agent regarding the possibility of leasing the land to the Parish Council to use as allotments. All Cllrs agreed that it could be quite a lengthy project but will try and keep momentum going.
12. Peopleton Parish Lands

Councillors were saddened to hear of the death of John Lashley and Cllr Wall spoke a few words of appreciation for Mr Lashley who served several years as a voluntary clerk for Peopleton Parish Council and then went on to become a Parish Councillor. Following that he then became the Chairman and Clerk of Peopleton Parish Lands for many years and made a huge contribution to life in the village.

The Parish Council nominate 3 trustees to the Parish Lands. Currently these are Tim Mason and Mike James with Mike being the only signatory on the bank account at present. The Parish Council need to nominate a new trustee and would like to propose Kate Saint, this was put forward by Cllr Phillips and seconded by Cllrs Wall and Bailey. 

The Parish Council also proposed Rob Adams as Chairman and thanked Kate Adams for the offer of being the secretary/clerk which they are very grateful for.
13. Correspondence for Information:
Email from John Coupland- as covered in item 10.
14. Future agenda items and reports: 
Cllr Hennerley to update Cllr contact details list before the next meeting.
15. Date of next meeting: To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 8th September 2021 at 7:30pm. 
Signed ……………..
Dated…………………
Future meetings
September   08/09/21
November    10/11/21
AIDE MEMOIRE
Public question time:

One parishioner expressed serious concern at the state of the ditches in the village, stating that 14 years ago the village suffered from severe flooding and that the village had tried to overcome this happening again investing in flood prevention measures, but this is only effective if the ditches are maintained and kept clear of weeds and overgrowth, which they are not currently. This needs to be addressed by all homeowners and landowners within the village.

Another parishioner also attended to also express their concern of flooding with the ditches and also highlight that the culvert that goes through to the pumping station need to be jetted through regularly which Wychavon is responsible for -Clerk to write to Wychavon.
Public Question Time


The time allocated is at the discretion of the council/chairman. Residents are invited to give their views and question the parish council on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the chairman. Members of the public may not take part in the parish council meeting itself. This period is not part of the formal meeting; brief notes will be appended to the minutes as an aide memoire.
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