14.


MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 2nd August 2021 
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.


As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair

Ian Graham







Tony Ward

Sheila Briers

Richard Evans

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



District Councillor, Aaron Powell
21/082
Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Taylor and County Councillor Alastair Adams. 

21/083
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
21/084
Open Forum  


Appended to the minutes.

21/085
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 5th July 2021 were accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.
21/086
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None.
21/087
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues.

Data Protection fee

· The Information Commissioners Office has advised that the fee for this year will be debited on before the 7th September to cover the annual fee of £40.

Annual Garden & Planted container Competitions

· Judging will take place in August; the results should be available for the September meeting.

Lengthsman

· A resident has reported that visibility is affected at the junction from Station Road from overgrowth; the Lengthsman has been requested to cut back the area of concern.

· The Lengthsman has been requested to spray weeds on the kerbs in Church Street near to Yew Tree Cottage.

Recreation Ground/ Play area

· The contractor has been requested to unlock the mega swing and reinstall the swings which were removed following guidance from Central Government.

Offenham Village Hall project

· Further delays have been experienced due to the incompetence of the energy supplier failing to install the Three Phase meter and the removal of the 2 meters currently in place in the village hall.  The Chairman of the Hall has made a formal complaint to the company Southern Electric.

Speeding 

· A resident has reported speeding vehicles on Laurels Road about 10 o’clock at night; this has been reported to the local policing team with a request that they undertake random drives through the village. PCSO Sansom has agreed to undertake speed checks on Laurels Road.
15.

Yew Tree Cottage 

· A resident has complained about the poor state of repair of Yew Tree Cottage and the state of the overgrowth hanging over the pavement.  This has been forwarded to both District and County Councillors for attention.

Covid 19 outbreak 

· The District Council has notified the PC that an outbreak has occurred at Vale Fresco.  

21/088
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).

Circulated prior to this meeting by email.
21/089
To receive a report from Cllr Henderson on the proposed sites for tree planting in 2021 & Queen’s Jubilee 2022.

Cllr Henderson gave a detailed report on suggested locations and discussed the “Jubilee Tree” suggesting that a larger tree would be the preferred choice.  Some costs were discussed but further research was required.  Details of the report were to be added to Spotted Offenham, the notice boards and in the next magazine.  Discussions took place with the suggestion that some locations may require consultation.
21/090
To receive update on requirements for the repairs to the play area surface from Cllr Taylor.

Defer to next meeting
21/091
To consider quotations received for replacement of fencing in the recreation ground/cricket boundary.

Three quotations were received and it was agreed to accept the cheapest option supplied by Maurice Parkinson Contract Services.  His quotation stipulated reusing the mesh which was to be fixed to new wood.  Proposed LK Seconded AW.
21/092
To consider the annual review of Standing Orders.

All councillors had been emailed details prior to this meeting. The clerk advised that the standing orders were based on NALC recommendations and were unchanged from last year.  Proposed SB Seconded JM.

21/093
To consider request from Western Power to site a sub station on the recreation ground

It was unanimously agreed that the sub station should not be situated in the recreation ground to the rear of the RBL club.  Various discussions took place including historical vandalism to the roof of the club, it was also considered that it would be inappropriate to have a sub station in the public area where children play.  The Chairman suggested that a meeting take place with WPD and the VHC to discuss alternative locations.
21/094
To consider the quotation from E-on to replace the damaged street light in Blackminster.

The clerk advised that she had spoken to businesses affected by the loss of light and feedback was that they wished the lamp to be replaced in the same location and not across the road as an alternative site suggested by E-on.


The chairman stated that the PC has a duty of care towards the residents affected by the loss of street light and that they were used to having this facility and it was not reasonable to suggest another location.  It was agreed that the lamp should be situated in the same position.  Proposed IG Seconded JM.
21/095
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Tree planting update
· Competition results
21/096 Member & committee reports:  

Report from Footpath Warden
 - None 

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

Neighbourhood Watch
 -  A request had been printed in the parish magazine for a replacement NHW co-ordinator.

VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that the railings fitted on the terrace do not need safety standards, he added that this was raised with the architect who did not consider that there was problem.  The VHC will be discussing options to make the railings comply to regulations with suggestions already being considered.  

16.

Grants had been received for the replacement of double glazing with discussions at the next VHC meeting to discuss styles due to opening onto the terraced area.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

PACT – Cancelled due to COVID
21/097
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£        27598.55

as at  21.07.2021

Deposit account 7277881
£  
    53684.12

as at  21.07.2021

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	35
	001822
	E-ON
	111.67
	5.58
	117.25

	36
	001823
	L Farmer
	255.00
	
	255.00

	37
	001824
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	38
	001825
	Millvale Building Services Ltd
	16403.00
	3280.60
	19683.60

	39
	001826
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	166.00
	33.20
	972.00

	40
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	644.00
	128.80
	

	41
	
	Diane Cox – Admin
	50.49
	
	648.76

	42
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	42
	
	
- Salary 
	576.67
	
	

	
	
	Total
	18258.43
	3448.18
	21706.61


21/098  To receive report from Cllr Ward following quarterly inspection o accounts.

Cllr Ward stated that he had seen the accounts and found them to be in good order.
21/099  To be advised of planning matters including: 



Applications:  



21/00887/LB & 21/00886/HP  Old timbers, Main Street, Offenham

Two storey and single storey oak framed extension. New door created through existing wall at first floor level, internal stairs moved, internal walls moved at the first floor level. Existing single storey extension removed. New door created from existing rear ground floor window. Rear thatched roof removed and replaced with tiles to match adjacent property.


OPC comment:  Concerns were raised over the removal of the thatch roof in a conservation area, additionally it should be noted that Offenham houses the longest run of thatched properties in Worcestershire so all thatched properties in Main Street are of historical importance and should be retained. No objection to other specifications within the application.




Decisions:



21/00718/FUL  61 Myatt Road, Offenham


Erection of a single storey dwelling together with parking and new vehicular access. - Approved

21/100
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Any deferred items
· Competitions
· Trees

21/081
To consider date and time for next meeting – at 7.30 on Monday 6th September.

Meeting closed at 9.25pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council


Open Forum

Report from District Councillor, Aaron Powell.

· Cllr Powell updated councillors on the situation with the covid outbreak at Vale Fresco.
· Delays in publication of the SWDP, now thought to be in February.

· Currently 3 sites being considered, Boat Lane (10), Three Cocks Lane (32), Laurels Road (37)

· Plans for Laurels Avenue will be submitted shortly by Wychavon’s Housing Company, Cllr Powell stated that he had been advised the plans were “innovative”.

· Emergency meetings of WDC took place due to illegal traveller sites in Pershore and Eckington.  
· Offenham Road development still pending from 20th May – deed of variation of conditions.

· Yew Tree Cottage – WCC to inspect in the first instance.
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