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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 7th February 2021 
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight, Chairman.


As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

James Moclair

Marc Farmer






Kathleen Henderson
Ian Graham

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



County Councillor, Alastair Adams.
21/194
Apologies 

Cllrs Ward, Taylor, Evans and District Councillor Aaron Powell
21/195
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None.
21/196
Open Forum  


Appended to the minutes.

21/197
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 10th January 2022 were accepted as a true record and were to be signed by the Chairman.
21/198
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· Playsafety Ltd are in the area in March to undertake safety inspections – RoSPA, discounted rates are applicable if we take advantage as we have in previous years.  


It was agreed to take advantage of the offer.  Proposed JM Seconded KH
· Noise complaint in Newtown.

The Chairman requested that the details of the noise complaint be discussed at this meeting.  She advised 
that she had seen a video of an occurrence on the Bannister’s site but it was difficult to view due to poor 
lighting 
to see what was taking place however some noise could be heard. The clerk advised that the 
District Council was aware and had made a visit to the site.

21/199
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues.

Footpath, Station Road, Blackminster

· The clerk to South Littleton PC contacted to inform that it was raised at their last meeting that a footpath on the opposite side to the school towards South Littleton has become badly overgrown.  He asked that it should be covered under our Lengthsman scheme. The path is no longer visible so would require action directly from County Highways.  This has been reported to Cllr Alastair Adams who has advised that they are in the process of applying for grants to cover the cost of installing a cycle/footpath between the two sites.  The clerk to SL suggested that both parishes could split the cost of reinstating the footpath; he was advised that footpaths are the responsibility of County and not parishes.
Street light, Blackminster

· E-on have advised that they now have the materials so works to reinstate the street light should commence on 6th February.  The adjoining local business has been advised as there may be some disruption.
Offenham Charity

· Cllr Ward has advised that they have a new trustee for the charity but one of the existing trustees has recently stood down so they remain at 3. Application forms continue to be available from the Village Stores.
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Newtown – noise nuisance

· A complaint about the noise from Bannister’s depot was received stating that HG vehicles were being moved and loaded/unloaded after midnight and into the early hours of the morning and causing disturbance to local residents.  The complainant has advised the planning department and the District Councillor.  The clerk has raised the issue with Worcestershire Regulatory Services for investigation; their response has been forwarded to all councillors, Aaron Powell, District Councillor and to 2 residents of Newtown.

Highways, road closures

· Reminder of road closure for Openreach broadband installation commencing 16th February for approximately 7 days.

· Closure of Bennetts Hill from it’s junction with B4085 to it’s junction with Merry Lane – reason: to replace manhole cover, commencing 9th March

Annual Parish Meeting

· The annual parish meeting will take place on the 7th March starting at 7pm followed by the ordinary parish council meeting.  

Lengthsman Scheme

· The Lengthsman has been advised that no further works may be carried out until the new financial year as the budget allocated by WCC has been used.
Police

· Speed checks have taken place in Laurels Road on the 26th January, no excessive speeds were recorded and advice was given as appropriated.
21/200
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).

Circulated prior to this meeting by email.
21/201 
To receive any further updates from Cllr Henderson on the tree planting project


Cllr Henderson advised that the tree planting task had been completed quicker than expected and she wished to thank all those who took part. One tree was still awaited but she was happy that this would be planted without the need for volunteers. Some photographs of the planting and a report are being forwarded to the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Worcestershire.
21/202
To consider a response relating to the Local Government Boundary Commission proposals

Various discussions took place with councillors unable to support the proposed changes and the effects that it would have for Offenham.

Reasons for objection were:

· The loss of identity becoming part of a larger area.

· Confusion for residents who need to contact their local representative – if this is to go ahead why not split the area in 2 and have one councillor for each area.  Ineffective representation.

· Not in line with future development within the SWDP – short sighted approach.

· Effects on catchment areas for schools.

· Cost of this project when resources are severely stretched at this time.

· Effects on rural policing boundaries.

21/203
To consider quotation for the replacement of bollards situated by the wharf.

A quotation had been received from our contractor to supply and install new wooden bollards in replacement of the originals which were suffering from decay at the base of each post, the cost being - £970 +vat.  The clerk advised that she had looked online for alternative materials but most proved to be more expensive than wood, the recycled plastic bollards were smaller in diameter with concerns raised about safety.  The Chairman stated that the price quoted was fair because of the spike in the cost of wood.
 It was agreed to accept the quotation, proposed IG, Seconded JM.

21/204
To consider conditions, if any, for the previously approved biker’s weekend on the 17th -19th June



The Chairman stated that previous events went very well bringing trade to local businesses without disruption, she was happy to support this event.  It was agreed by all present to approve this event.
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21/205
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Annual Parish Meeting
· What have residents planned to celebrate the Queen’s jubilee
21/206 Member & committee reports: 

Report from Footpath Warden
 - A report from the FP warden was emailed to all councillors since the previous meeting.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Next meeting is to be held on 14th February.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

To receive update from Cllr Graham on Avon & Arrow Greenway Project.
· Cllr Graham gave a briefing on the project for the benefit of new councillors, he advised that quarterly meetings took place but due to Covid progress had slowed.  He added that Wychavon DC had failed to secure government funding to support the project and alternative funding was required for the project to progress. Various discussions took place including the use of CIL monies from developers.
21/207
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£          8683.07

as at  21.01.2022

Deposit account 7277881
£  
    53686.85

as at  21.01..2022

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	88
	001865
	NPower Commercial Gas Ltd
	149.08
	7.45
	156.53

	89
	001866
	E-on
	96.00
	19.20
	115.20

	90
	001867
	Wychavon District Council
	77.59
	15.52
	93.11

	91
	001868
	Wychavon District Council
	77.59
	15.52
	93.11

	
	001869
	VOID
	
	
	

	92
	001870
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	317.00
	63.40
	

	93
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	205.00
	41.00
	

	94
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	625.00
	125.00
	1376.40

	95
	001871
	Offenham Village Hall (Jan reissued)
	30.00
	
	

	96
	
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	60.00

	97
	001872
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	645.12

	98
	
	
- Mileage

	27.45
	
	

	98
	
	
- Salary 
	576.67
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2252.38
	287.09
	2539.47


21/208
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review

The clerk had emailed documents to all councillors prior to this meeting.  It was agreed to approve the accounts and budget.  Proposed JM Seconded KH
21/209
To receive report from Cllr Ward on quarterly inspection of accounts.

Cllr Ward emailed the Chairman prior to this meeting to advise that he had undertaken the quarterly check of accounts and found them to be in order. 

21/210 To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  
21/02768/FUL  Yew Tree Cottage, Church Street, Offenham

Erection of a self build dwelling.
OPC comment: OPC object to this application for reasons listed:

· Not in keeping within a conservation area

· Negative impact on listed buildings and other adjoining properties.

· Concerns were raised about the future of the site and condition of the cottage

· Substitution of hedge for the wall was unacceptable.

37.

Decisions: 


None
21/211
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Annual Parish Meeting
· Consider options in relation to the surface of the track in the recreation ground.
21/212
To consider date and time for next meeting – Annual Parish meeting at 7pm followed at 7.30 on Monday 7th 
March 2022 the ordinary Parish Council meeting.

Meeting closed at 9.40pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

A member of the RBL club asked permission for a small group of bikers – The Law Enforcement 
Motorbike Club, to be allowed to camp on the recreation ground when they hold a gathering at 
the RBL club on 26th March.  He stated that the members were responsible professional people.


The Chairman advised that another group has already used the rec for this purpose without 
issue and advised that they would have to keep noise to a minimum and notify neighbouring 
properties of their intention prior to the event.  No objection was made by members present.
Report from County Councillor, Alastair Adams

· Appended to the minutes.

District Councillor, Aaron Powell had provided a report in his absence which had been forwarded to all councillors.
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